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		Please click on any of these links to take you to the section below:
ADP & the 10% Subsidy  •   UCC Emergency Loan Program  •   Drawing on Restricted Reserves
Emergency Wage Subsidy  •   Emergency Business Account  •   Amendment to PR By-Laws
Social Media Guidelines  •   Correction  •   Sisters Together   •   Save-the-Dates  •   Refugee Sponsorship
Youth Rally 2.0   •   CCS Online  •   Mental Health Supports






		






		[bookmark: adp]ADP and the 10% Temporary Wage Subsidy - Apply by April 20
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	The authorized ADP contact for your ADP payroll account number has received emails outlining how to apply for the 10% Temporary Wage Subsidy. 









		Please ensure that the email instructions are followed to allow the General Council to authorize ADP to apply for this subsidy on behalf of your payroll account. Within a few days of running payroll, the 10% (up to the maximum per employee) will be credited back to your bank account. The deadline for signing up for this is Monday, April 20. It will then apply to all payroll that is run after April 27.
 
This subsidy only applies to employees, i.e. those for whom the community of faith submits source deductions (E.I., C.P.P. and Income Tax) and issues a T4. ADP can only apply for the employees paid through the ADP payroll system.
 
Any communities of faith paying some employees separately from ADP are encouraged either to:
1. move these employees to ADP immediately; OR
2. submit a separate application for the 10% Temporary Wage Subsidy for these employees. ADP has a calculator sheet it is willing to supply to assist with this. 
Also, please consider having the governing body (Board/Council) name two individuals as ADP contacts to ensure that payroll is not hampered in case a single contact is unable to give direction.






		






		[bookmark: reserves]United Church of Canada Emergency Loan Program
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	The United Church has authorized a loan program for communities of faith. The program will be available as of next week with an online application form on both the denominational website and on the Antler River Watershed Regional Council website.









		The loan program is being funded from two sources. The United Church of Canada Foundation has provided a generous amount from funds set aside in case of emergency. This reserve was established thanks to the bequests of United Church members.
 
"We give thanks for their faithful service to the church during their lifetime that is now helping the church beyond their lifetime."

The balance of the loan program is funded by a line of credit being taken out by the United Church
 
The loan amount is $10,000. The terms are:
1. Interest free until September 30, 2021 after which 2% per year will be charged (starting October 1, 2021)
2. If the loan is repaid in full by September 2021, $500 will be forgiven (only $9,500) repaid;
3. The entire loan (principle plus interest) must be repaid within three years by September 30, 2024.
At this point, a community of faith is eligible for one loan.
 
The program is based on two criteria: 1) need and 2) viability. Applications will be assessed by the Covenant Commission who have defined these terms as:
1. Need: A community of faith is expected to use its own resources first, either by spending down its reserves or using investments as collateral against a line of credit. (The denomination is not borrowing money to protect local savings.) 
 
2. Viability: In addition to the online application form, the Covenant Commission is asking for three items.
· a completed financial viability sheet
· the Annual Report for 2019;
· the governing body's assurance that it is applying for this loan with the expectation this community of faith will continue until December 2022.
If your community of faith needs to apply for this loan, start preparing these documents now and hold an electronic meeting of the governing body to authorize the loan request and secure the above assurance.
 
Once the loan program is in place, the completed on-line application will automatically submit to the Minister, Congregational Support and Mission, Lynne Allin. Please make sure you send an electronic version of the above three items to this email address at the same time.
 
The Covenant Commission meets frequently to be able to handle applications without delay. The loan will be automatically deposited to the bank account on file with the denomination.






		






		[bookmark: Drawing_on_Restricted_Reserves]Drawing on Presbytery/Regional Council Restricted Reserves






		Please note that the permission given to communities of faith authorizing the withdrawal from funds previously restricted by a Presbytery or the regional council to meet payroll costs has been extended to cover also the months of May and June. Please track withdrawals to be submitted once the current emergency situation ends.






		






		[bookmark: wagesubsidy]Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy: 75%






		The application process for the 75% wage subsidy is not yet in place. It is expected within the next few weeks. Please note again that this applies only to employees. Prepare for the application by assembling income records (comparing March 2019 to March 2020 OR an average of January and February 2020 compared to March 2020) to demonstrate that the community of faith has experienced the required drop in income to apply:
1. 15% for the month of March 2020 (this is a revised threshold); and
2. 30% for subsequent months.
The community of faith will need to provide the remaining 25% of salary if it continues to expect full-time work. Remember any change in the terms of work for ministry personnel requires regional council approval before it can be enacted. Legal advice is that to provide less than the 25% balance could lead a community of faith into unintended consequences concerning labour laws. If accepting the 75%, be prepared to pay the 25%.






		






		[bookmark: businessloan]Canada Emergency Business Account: $40,000 Loan
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	As the details of this loan program are finalized, it has become apparent that communities of faith will not be eligible as unincorporated charities that file T3010 returns. If your community of faith has already applied and is granted the loan in error, please return funds immediately. it is important for registered charities to be within federal legislation.









		






		[bookmark: bylaws]Amendment to Pastoral Relations By-Laws
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	This week the General Council Executive authorized an amendment to the by-laws (Manual) to enable communities of faith to handle pastoral relations matters during the pandemic. Please consult with Diane Blanchard, Minister, Pastoral Relations for details.

The pastoral relationship is a partnership between the minister, community of faith, and the regional council.









		Changes cannot be made in this relationship without the involvement of the Human Resources Commission. Be sure to consult with the Minister, Pastoral Relations to ensure that requirements are met.






		






		[bookmark: social]Social Media Guidelines
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	Thank you to everyone who has joined the Antler River Watershed Regional Council's Facebook Group. The helpful and positive posts have been encouraging! Please see the attached Social Media Guidelines that have been added to the Facebook Group files and can be found on the regional council website.
Again, many thanks for helping uplift one another through this on-line gathering.









		






		[bookmark: cpt]Centre for Practical Theology *Correction*






		Please note that the last newsletter incorrectly reported that the Centre for Practical Theology had cancelled "Rekindling the Fire" for September 24th. We apologize for the error. This was inadvertently included with other cancellations. Please keep checking the Centre for Practical Theology's Facebook page for updates.






		






		[bookmark: sisters]Nevertheless She Persisted
Despite having to cancel the in-person event for ‘Nevertheless She Persisted’ scheduled for April 20-24 this year in Niagara Falls, organizers are offering a chance to experience the theme presentations and workshops on line. These workshops are offered for women in pastoral ministry, those holding an MDiv, and women students for ministry.

Tuesday, April 21 from 1:00 to 2:30 EST
Rev. Dr. HyeRan Kim-Cragg, Timothy Eaton Memorial Church Associate Professor of Preaching at Emmanuel College, sponsored by ‘Sisters Together’, will present ‘Vashti and Evangelism in a World of Whiteness: Exploring Preaching Beyond the Lectionary.’ 

Thursday, April 23 from 1:00 to 2:30 EST
Rabbi Elyse Goldstein will be focusing on persistent women in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
 
Registration is limited to 50, and there is no charge for this workshop. Those who already registered for the conference will be given priority. Please register by emailing sistersandministers@gmail.com. The Zoom link will be sent to you with a reminder five days before the scheduled workshop.






		






		[bookmark: dates]Save-the-Dates:






		Friday, October 30 and Saturday, October 31, 2020
With the cancellation of the May 2020 Regional Council meeting, the Executive has decided to extend the fall meeting to two days. This required a change of date to find an available venue. Please save: Friday, October 30 and Saturday, October 31 to meet in Chatham. No worries! The meeting will end in plenty of time return home for trick-or-treaters!
 
We do realize this conflicts with a visit the Moderator is making in our regional council, but, unfortunately, these were the only dates for which the venue was available.
 
Friday, May 28 to Sunday, May 30, 2021
Also, please book May 28 to 30, 2021 for a tri-regional meeting in Port Elgin! We are thrilled to have been able to reschedule theme speaker, the Hon. Senator Murray Sinclair, for this event.






		






		[bookmark: refugee]Refugee Sponsorship Training Program






		Download this edition of the Refugee Sponsorship Training Program bulletin which highlights:
· recommendations on how sponsors can continue providing financial and settlement support to sponsored newcomers whilst maintaining physical distancing;
· details of our new and revamped monthly webinar series that started this week;
· details of upcoming webinars for each province on new programs and initiatives that offer financial assistance and relief to those whose income was affected by COVID-19; and
· a look at how settlement agencies are adapting to the situation and continue to provide services to newcomers.






		






		[bookmark: youth]Youth Rally 2.0
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	Games, music, and workshops! All your favourite people on one platform. Everyone is eligible and welcome to participate in Online Youth Rally 2020. Our first event is GAMES NIGHT April 21st 7PM Followed by a WORKSHOP with Sue April 23rd 7PM. Check out these events and more to come on Youth Rally 2.0 facebook.






		






		[bookmark: ccs]Centre for Christian Studies Online
Join the Centre for Christian Studies for a Pastoral Care workshop about using the Spiral Reflection Model as a framework for pastoral conversations, decision making, and personal reflection.
When: Apr 21, 2020 11:00 AM Central Daylight Time (US and Canada)
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	Please register in advance for this meeting (no fee, donations gratefully accepted), and join us to imagine church differently.









		Coming up: 
Join the Centre for Christian Studies for conversation about using a Trauma Informed Approach to Pastoral Care in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

When: Apr 28, 2020 11:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada). Register in advance for this meeting.






		






		[bookmark: MentalHealth]Mental Health Support






		from North Simcoe Muskoka Hospice Palliative Care Network
Advanced Care Planning / Conversations
· Conversations with Patients in LTC who have moderate COVID19
· Engaging in Advanced Care Planning for COVID-19
· Goodbye Phone Conversation Script
· Guide for Clinicians COVID-19 GoC Discussions
· Information for a Substitute Decision Maker
· Management of Respiratory Distress EOL Care in COVID-19 Residents in LTC
Mental Health
· University of Toronto: Managing Your Mental Health During COVID-19
Self-Care
· https://www.familiesfirst.ca/grief-during-covid-19
· https://good-grief.org/covid-19/
· Down Dog Yoga App for Healthcare Workers
· Calm - Meditation & Mindfulness for Healthcare Workers
· Headspace – free meditation series called Weathering the Storm
Support, Grief & Bereavement
· HPCO Psychosocial and Spiritual Support Flyer
· Chiefs of Ontario - Regional Assistance for Members in Urban Centres
· Family TLC Counselling Services
Supporting Kid's During COVID-19
· A Kids Book About COVID-19
· Cora and the Corona (One Little Girl's Journey to Healing While in Quarantine)









		



		






			The Antler River Watershed Regional Council newsletter welcomes submissions of upcoming events, regional news and educational opportunities. This is also the place to keep up-to-date on information from the regional office.






		






		Holding and Encouraging Communities of Faith
 
Antler River Watershed Regional Council
The United Church of Canada
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