February 11, 2025		DJ 	24-2
     
 Discipleship and Justice Commission
Antler River Watershed
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
Holding and Encouraging Communities of Faith 
DRAFT Minutes
2025/02/11 via Zoom
Roster:  
Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; Bob Harris; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt, Wanda Winfield
[bookmark: _Hlk122601516]Staff Support: 
[bookmark: _Hlk65658822]		Thérèse Samuel – Minister, Right Relations and Social Justice
Kathy Douglas – Minister, Faith Formation 
John Egger – Minister, Social Justice
Brenna Baker – Community of Faith Stewardship Support
		Greg Smith-Young — Growth Animator  
Krista Ford – Administration  
Present: (cross out those not in attendance) 
Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; Bob Harris; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt; Wanda Winfield
Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel, John Egger Brenna Baker, Krista Ford    
Agenda
1. Acknowledgement of the Land/Territory  – this would cover any lands which fall in ARW. – Read by Lillian
(Thérèse suggests this statement be reconsidered and revised)
We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional territory of a number of First Nations and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  This Land known as Antler River Watershed, was once occupied by the Anishinabek, the Lenae-Lenapewauk, the Haudenosaunee, the Potawatomi, the Odawa, and the Chonnoton who used these lands as their traditional gathering, hunting and congregating place.  Let us also recognize our closest neighbours from these nations: The Chippewa of the Thames First Nation, The Munsee-Delaware Nation, the Oneida Nation of the Thames, Walpole Island, Moravian of the Thames, Caldwell, Aamjiwnaang, and the Chippewas of Stony and Kettle Point.  We are but a people in transition as we are on this earth for a short time.  Help us to be good caretakers of this land, Creator.  As well, we seek a new relationship with the Previous Occupiers of this land, one based in honour and deep respect.
 (Thérèse suggests this statement be reconsidered and revised)
Let us be reminded that we live, work, and have our being on the traditional lands of Indigenous Peoples. 
The lands where we live, learn and work hold the ancestral connections and stories of Indigenous peoples since time immemorial.  However, colonization has orchestrated the displacement of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples from their ancestral lands and hindered their ability to be good relations with the land.  Indigenous peoples are actively maintaining and strengthening their relationships with the land which are grounded in respect, reciprocity, and resiliency. (https://www.uoguelph.ca/land-acknowledgement) 
The original peoples have sought to walk gently on this land, and we endeavor to follow their example. We seek a new relationship with First Nation peoples through Truth and Reconciliation and we actively seek Right Relations based in honour and with deep respect.
1. Welcome/Opening Prayer: Tabitha Carey offered an opening prayer for the meeting

1. Reminder of Equity Monitor and Pastoral Presence for our meeting(s)  We all serve in this capacity keeping each other’s words and actions in check.
1. Approval of Agenda for Feb 11th 2025
MOTION by Lillian Patey/ Jim Hatt that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the agenda for Feb 11th 2025 as amended.
MOTION								CARRIED
1. Approval of Minutes from Jan 14th 2025
MOTION by Wanda Winfield / Linda Badke that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the minutes of Jan 14th 2025 as circulated.
MOTION								CARRIED
1. Funds available (As recorded in Events and Meetings Funds Tracking table shown below)
Events fund balance available as of January 1, 2025: $7325 
[bookmark: _Hlk123920459]Meeting Fund balance available as of January 1, 2025: $2,000

ARW D&J Events Budget for 2025
	2025 Events Budget 
	$8,000 

	Description of Event/Program 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi  
(deferred from previous year) 
	TBA 
	$500.00 
	$7,500.00 

	Preaching with an Ecological Lens
	
	$175.00
	$7,325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral support for UCC 360 Antiracism
	Feb 5 2025
	50
	$7275.00

	Kids across the Region Event
	Feb  11th 2025
	$500
	$6775.00

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$6775.00
	
	



1. ARW D&J Meetings Budget for 2025
	2025 Meetings Budget 
	$2,000 

	Description of Meeting/Expense 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	 
	   
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$2,000 


1. Record of Email Votes since the last meeting: - Vote passed on Feb 5th 2025

MOTION: Moved by Linda Badke / Jim Haupt that the Antler River Watershed Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $50 from the 2025 Events Budget for honorarium to an equity and pastoral support person for UCC 360 Antiracism.
MOTION							CARRIED

1. Correspondence – the commission received a thank you letter from Lambton Center for their M&S grant funding.

Kathy’s report – Kathy offered a brief background on her staff report that is in Sharepoint ahead of staff reports as she is going to have to leave the meeting early.

1. Kathy asked for a motion to help support Kids Across the Region being held at Camp Bimini.  The D&J commission of each region will be asked for $500 in support.

MOTION Moved by Lillian Patey/Jim Haupt that the Antler River Watershed Regional Council Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $500 from the Events Budget for Kids Across the Regions at Camp Bimini June 6-7, 2025.

MOTION								CARRIED

1. Business Arising
10. Virtual Meeting with Adam Cresswell (The Hub)
Adam joined the commission and shared lots of information about The Hub and what it does and how funding from M&S grants helps them do their work
10. PalNet – held till next time as Kathy left the meeting
10. 100th Anniversary Event/s – held till next meeting as Kathy left the meeting

1. New Business
11. Request from Trinity United Church-London – this request was brought forward to the commission to discuss some of the issues faced by congregations doing the broader work of social justice and how that type of outreach ministry can impact a church. 
Tabitha suggested holding Trinity United in our prayers.
Therese suggested seeing if someone from Trinity would come and talk to the commission about the work they are doing with community outreach

11. Jim Hatt attended the Affirm Apology meeting, he uploaded the apology letter and has a report to share at the next meeting.

11. Doug Peck attended the preaching with an ecological lens seminar.  Doug offered a brief recap of what he learned at the seminar and how much of a powerful talk it was.

1. From Staff Reports:
Therese recapped the main points of her report that is on sharepoint.  There are lots of events happening and registration is still open for many.
1. Next Meetings: March 18th, April 8th, May 13th 
1. Closing Words 
1. Adjournment

ARW Priorities
Social Justice and Outreach-living out our Affirm mandate
Camps/Youth
Living into Right Relations
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

