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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
 
MINUTES:  ​2025 02 11     ​9:00 AM  via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca

Present:    Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L), Rev. Micol Cottrell, Michele Petick

Regrets:  Jim Drummond, Tracy Wygiera

Absent:   

Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  Kerry Stover, Chair
    
Opening Worship:  Louise Hall – Family Day 

Opening Motions:  

1. Approval of Corresponding Members: None

2. Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions?
 
[bookmark: _Hlk185323161]MOTION: Moved by: Mary Anne Silverthorn seconded by: Melodee Lovering that, having reviewed the agenda, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated.

CARRIED 

3. Approval of Previous Minutes: ARW PRC Draft Minutes 250114.docx as circulated. 
MOTION: Moved by: Norm MacPherson seconded by: Louise Hall
That, having reviewed the Minutes of 2025 01 14, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve them as circulated or amended.

CARRIED


4. Business Arising:    Pulpit Supply (non-UCC) Policy from May 9 and December meetings in 2024.  Updated Document is found at:   Pulpit Supply Policy Antler River FINAL DRAFT.docx

MOTION: Moved by: Paul Browning, seconded by: Melodee Lovering

That, the Antler River Watershed Regional Council Pastoral Relations Commission approve this policy pending final edits.

CARRIED

  
5. New Business:   Sacramental Elders (document found at  handbook_sacraments-elders)

MOTION: Moved by: Mary Anne Silverthorne, seconded by: Carol Ferguson

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council acknowledges and supports the request of Oneida Pastoral Charge to begin the process towards licensing Eileen Antone as a Sacrament Elder.  The Pastoral Relations Commission will appoint a mentor to be named by the commission chair and Pastoral Relations Minister.

CARRIED
The Steps include:
1) Mentor is assigned who leads the training and reflection drawn from the Sacraments Elders (January 2020) Joan Golden
2) Upon successful completion of the training the mentor submits a report to the commission and the commission considers a motion to license is brought to the commission
3) License is for 12 months, renewable and ends automatically when a new pastoral relationship is formed.
4) The Sacrament Elder becomes a member of the governing body.  
5) The mentor remains available for ongoing support as needed
 
A. Covenanting: None

B. Deaths: Lawrence Robert King obituary

C. LLWL Resource Team Report:     Mary Ann Silverthorn
· We’re just starting interviews with 10 people who are due for relicensing
· April 26th Day Away for LLWL is in to the fine details of the event.


D. Executive Update:   Louise Hall
· No meeting update, meeting will happen tomorrow.

E. Liaison Resource Update:  Jim Drummond     file:  Liaisons Needed (February 2025).xlsx
· Things are well covered
· Rondeau Pastoral Charge, Barbara Robbins
· Harrow United Church, Jack Lovering
· Sarnia, St. Clair United needs a follow up
· Add Beachville – Foldens
· Add Ausable, Thedford

       F.	Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol CottrellPastoral Relations Minister Feb. 2025.docx

Pastoral Relations Minister’s Report
February 2025

John Neff, Congregational Support Minister for Western Ontario Waterways has gathered data from ChurchHub on the number of ministers searching in the three regional council and sorted by salary category.  

This information will help the Congregational Support Commission in their conversations with communities of faith about what salary category they can afford.

This information will also be helpful to our liaisons.

Antler River Watershed:
[image: ]

Horseshoe Falls:
[image: ]


Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council:
[image: ]

Total in UCC of ministry personnel in search:

[image: ]
General notes: 
S1, S2 = step for Candidates

John Neff is working on adjusting the permissions for the SharePoint sites.   Chairs and staff will have ability to edit and delete.

I have been resourcing a number of large and complex issues this month.
Horseshoe Falls Human Resources Commission has approved deadlines for submission of documents:
By the Friday before the meeting for all documents excluding Records of Calls and Appointment which have a deadline of Monday by noon.

MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded by Melodee Lovering

That the Antler River Watershed Regional Council Pastoral Relations Commission agrees to deadlines for submission of documents by Thursday end of business day before the Pastoral Relations Commission meeting for all documents excluding Records of Calls and Appointment which have a deadline of Monday by noon.

CARRIED  

M&P training and gatherings continue to go well.   The last M&P gathering’s micro-learning was on the various types of leaves.


G.	Consent Docket:     Micol Cottrell  ARW_HRC Approved MINUTES_2402131.docx

Consent Docket for ARW PR Commission  
Date:  February 11th, 2025 
 
Request for Change of Pastoral Relations:  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Janine Lunn, OM, for a change of pastoral relations from Beachville Pastoral Charge and Sweaburg, West Oxford and Foldens United Churches effective 2025-04-30. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Innerkip United Church for a change of pastoral relations from Karen Willis, OM, effective 2025-07-01 due to the community of faith disbanding.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Jim Haupt, OM for a change of pastoral relations from Ausable Pastoral Charge, Thedford, effective 2025-07-31 for the purpose of retirement.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Ann Corbet, OM, for a change of pastoral relationship from Siloam Pastoral Charge, London, effective 2025-04-01, for purpose of retirement.

Approval of Position Descriptions:  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for minister, FT, for the collaborative ministry between Ilderton UC and Melville UC pending clarity that the Pastoral Charge will provide appropriate technology/computer.   

Voluntary Associate Ministry (VAM): 
That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Bonnie Pilkey to end her Voluntary Associate Ministry Agreement with St. Paul’s Tillsonburg.

MOTION: Moved by Norm MacPherson, seconded by Carol Ferguson

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the consent docket as amended.

CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by Louise Hall, seconded by Carol Ferguson

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the appointment of Mary Anne Silverthorn to be the liaison to Beachville Pastoral Charge and Sweaburg, West Oxford and Foldens United Churches effective immediately.

CARRIED
1- Abstention: Mary Anne Silverthorn




Pulled for conversation:

Technology/Computer/Telephone: Micol Cottrell to check nationally what the policies and allocations are around this important requirement of clergy.

11:00am Chair, Kerry Stover leaves meeting and Louise Hall, appointed to Acting Chair.


H.	Items Outside of Consent Docket:

i. Villages Collaborative Ministry – 1-year Short-Term Supply Appointment

ii. MOTION: Moved by Melodee Lovering, seconded by Carol Ferguson

That the Pastoral Relations Commission concur with the request of Villages Collaborative Ministry and grant an exemption to the rule that short-term supply ministry be limited to six-month appointments, renewable up to two times (18-month total) and a renewal of short-term supply appointment for Mary Fletcher, OM-R, from March 2025 to February 2026, pending completion of a Record of Appointment on ChurchHub.

CARRIED

F. Summary Report to Executive:
-  Working on Policy for Pulpit Supply
-  Looking into allocations nationally for technology/computer/phone allowances for 	   calls and appointments
- deadlines for submissions to the Pastoral Relations Commission
- Sacramental Elders
- LLWL’s
- Spring Meeting May 30 & 31st



  


Next Meeting: ​2025 03 11  at 9:00 am via ZOOM  
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting: Melodee Lovering 
  
Adjournment:
 
Chair:  Having concluded its business; it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
   
Meeting adjourned by Louise Hall, Acting Chair in absence of Kerry Stover
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