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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
MINUTES: May 13, 2025
 9:00 AM  via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera(L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca
Present:   	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L), Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister, Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant

Regrets:		None
Absent:   	None

Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  Kerry Stover
    
Opening Worship:  Norm MacPherson 

Opening Motions:  

1. Approval of Corresponding Members: None

2. Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions?
 
MOTION: Moved by: Mary Anne Silverthorne seconded by: Jim Drummond That, having reviewed the agenda for May 13, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated or amended

CARRIED 

3. Approval of Previous Minutes: April 8, 2025 as circulated or amended.  ARW PRC Draft Minutes 250408.docx

MOTION: Moved by: Jim Drummond, seconded by: Norm MacPherson That, having reviewed the Minutes of April 8, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve as circulated.
CARRIED

4. Business Arising:

a) Regionally Recognized Ministry Policy to discuss at April 2025 meeting
i. Tabled for May 2025 meeting

· Regionally Recognized Ministry Policy
Documents:  
Assessing Recognized Ministries - as Determined by the Regional Council- final (3).docx
MOTION: Moved by Paul Browning seconded by Louise Hall
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council adopt the policy “Assessing Recognized Ministries – as Determined by the Regional Council” as the standard for recognizing other ministry by a United Church Minister as a regionally recognized ministry.
CARRIED   

MOTION: Moved by Paul Browning , seconded by Norm MacPherson
That it be explored with Congregations Support Commission the possibility of create a policy outlining both Regionally Recognized Ministries and Regionally Accountable Ministries.
CARRIED

Background:  A helpful starting document to create the policy could be the one created by Regions East -  Regions East Regional-Recognized-Ministry-and-Regional-Accountable-Ministry-2024 (1).pdf


5. New Business:


A. LLWL Resource Team Report:  Mary Anne Silverthorn
· A Day Away had 25+ participants ($30-35 registration fee)
· The event is subsidized by the Regional Council
· Speakers: Greg Simpson, Brad Morrison, Eric Skillings,  
· Attendees were Returning or being licensed at the ARWRC Spring Meeting
· Three LLWL’s being recognized at the Spring Meeting, Mary Anne has the liturgy.
· 5-minute time at the Spring Meeting to talk about recruitment to the commission.
· 36 LLWL’s in the ARW highest of all the regions
· Excellent work coordinating day to Mary Anne Silverthorn and Micol Cottrell
· Tracy Wygiera will prepare a brief report on the LLWL Day Away
 
B. Executive Update:  Louise Hall
· Met April 9th
· Congregational Support hoping work slows down in the summer after Lynne Allin’s retirement
· Pentland event was subsidized
· Discussion about re-assembling the Recruitment Team
· Innerkip UC is disbanding
· .6 Minister position for Congregational Support Commission, it is an increase in time. Executive Minister, Mark Laird will monitor this time.

C. Liaison Resource Update:  Jim Drummond
· Uploaded the required list to Sharepoint
· Peace United Church, Plattsville – Mary Anne Silverthorn PCS & Liaison
· Sarnia, St. Clair – appointment in place
· Harrow – Jack Lovering
· Beachville Pastoral Charge to add
· NEW Melbourne – Laurie O’Leary PCS
· New Scotland – Ridge (Rondeau Pastoral Charge) – Student Minister
· Tillsonburg Avondale – discerning future
· London Metropolitan – has a 1-year supply
· London – Siloam – Call starting July 1st
· Remove Dawn Valley

D. Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol Cottrell
Pastoral Relations Minister Report  
May 2025 
 
· Work continues the Liaison training including coming up with information packs to provide to congregations at different steps along in the search process.

· At a recent liaison gathering one liaison volunteered to help create flowcharts for the search process.

· Regional council season has started.   This year there are three regional council meetings.  Thank you to Michele and other administrative staff who do so much to get these meetings ready.  Please remember that in the weeks leading up to regional council meetings responses may be slower.
 
· For Antler River Watershed the celebration of ministry service will include: 
· Admission of Martin Mwale into United Church Ordained ministry   
· Ordination of Melodee Lovering 
· Ordination of Jain Bain (Baxter) 
· Recognition of Rebecca Whiting
 
· The Position of Minister, Pastoral Support has now been approved by all three regional councils and is now posted.   The change from the former position includes supporting communities of faith in the search process (ex. Emails), training liaison, and increased support of ministry personnel (financial assistance applications, restorative care).

· Minister, Pastoral Support | The United Church of Canada 


E. Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
Consent Docket for ARW HR Commission   
Date:  May 13, 2025  
 
  
Approval of Position Descriptions:   
  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for a Minister, PT, 20 hrs/week to full time (with shared ministry) for New Scotland Ridge Pastoral Charge.    
 
Approval of new appointments:   
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Princeton/Etonia Pastoral Charge to provisionally appoint Jane Bain, candidate, PT, 20 hrs/week, from from 2025-06-14 to 2026-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-04-27.   
   
Approval of Calls:  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Rural United Pastoral Charge, to provisionally call Martin Mwale, OM, FT from 2025-05-31 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-05-05.    
 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of College Avenue Pastoral Charge, Woodstock, to call Karen Willis, OM, PT, 20 hrs/week, from 2025-08-01 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-05-12.

MOTION: Moved by Louise Hall seconded by Jim Drummond

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the Consent Docket of May 13, 2025 as amended.

CARRIED
1-Abstention  

F. Items Outside of Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for a Minister, PT, 21 hrs/week for New Melbourne Pastoral Charge. Send back for further refinement with liaison, Norm MacPherson. 
· Concern financial leadership
· Concern term ‘counselling’ name as ‘Pastoral Care’ 
· Concern about responsibilities for timeframe 
· Clarity about responsibilities of minister vs. Other employees/lay staff 
· Reminder that worship leadership is approx. 14 hrs/week - looking at what time is left for other ministry functions 

G. Summary Report to Executive:
· Report about the LLWL Day Away
· Reviewed Liaison Resource
· Approved Regionally Recognized Ministries and Regionally Accountable Ministries
· For Antler River Watershed the celebration of ministry service will include: 
· Admission of Martin Mwale into United Church Ordained ministry   
· Ordination of Melodee Lovering 
· Ordination of Jain Bain (Baxter) 
· Recognition of Rebecca Whiting
 


Next Meeting:  June 10, 2025 at 9:00 am via ZOOM  
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting: Mary Anne Silverthorn 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Closing Prayer:  Norm MacPherson
  
Adjournment:
 
Chair:  Having concluded its business, it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
   
Meeting adjourned! 
