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May 30-31, 2025		25-2

Antler River Watershed Regional Council
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
Spring 2025 Hybrid Meeting Minutes
“A Time of Renewal – Revitalize”

Antler River Watershed Regional Council was called to meet on Friday, May 30, 2025 and Saturday, May 31, 2025 via zoom and in person at Grace United Church, Sarnia. Approximately 50 participants joined online each day and 90 were present in person at the Best Western.

Meeting Session: Friday May 30
2:00 PM – 8:45 PM          

Welcome & Constitute Meeting,
President Cheryl Bolton welcomed those gathered in person and online to the meeting. 

President Cheryl then constituted the meeting in the name of Jesus Christ, the one true head of the Church and by the authority vested in her by the Antler River Watershed Regional Council for whatever business may properly come before it. The bounds of the meeting will be the Zoom call and Grace United Church, Sarnia, Ontario. 

Proposal 1: Opening and Procedural Motion
MOTION: Kerry Stover / Mark Laird
That the Regional Council adopt the following as a consent docket: 
1. Adopt the agenda as circulated and authorize the Agenda and Business Committee to make any changes as necessary;  
2. Approve the minutes of the meeting of 2024-10-25/26  
3. Receive the minutes of the following meetings of the  
i. Executive  
24-09-11
24-10-09
24-10-16
24-11-13
24-12-06
25-01-08
25-02-12
25-03-12
ii. Congregational Support Commission 
24-07-03
24-07-25
24-08-14
24-09-04
24-09-18
24-10-02
24-11-06
24-12-04
25-01-15
25-02-05
25-03-05
25-04-02
iii. Pastoral Relations Commission 
2024-10-08
2024-11-12
2024-12-10
2025-01-14
2025-02-11
2025-03-11
2025-04-08

iv. Discipleship and Justice Commission 
2023-10-11
2023-11-14
2024-03-05
2024-05-07
2024-06-13
2024-06-26
2024-07-23
2024-09-10
2024-10-08
2024-11-05
2024-11-19
2025-02-11
2025-03-18
2025-04-08

Note:  Minutes are posted on the website www.wowrcucc.ca “About” page  

4. Appoint Brad Morrison as Parliamentarian;  
5. Appoint Kerry Stover as Chair, Agenda and Business Committee; 
6. Name Charmain Bailey and George Bozanich to serve as Equity Support Team Members; 
7. Name Melanie Kirk-Hall and Pamela Wilcox as Chaplains; 
8. Name President Cheryl Bolton, Chair Agenda and Business Committee Kerry Stover, Executive Minister Mark Laird, and Executive Assistant/Recording Secretary Max Watkinson, as the Agenda and Business Committee;  
9. Set the bounds of the meeting as the zoom call, and Grace United Church, 990 Cathcart Blvd, Sarnia, ON.         
10. Make the designated representative from any United Church ministry, other than a congregation, which has been invited to become a community of faith by entering into a covenant with the regional council, a member of the regional council for this meeting (Section C.1.2 c);  
11.  Make all guests corresponding members;  
12.  Set the deadline for new business to be submitted to the Agenda and Business Committee as 9:00 a.m., Saturday, May 31, 2025. 
13.  Adopt the following method for dealing with proposals for action by the regional council 

Step One: 
The Presenter will outline: 
A. What is the issue? and 
B. The suggested way in which the regional council might respond to the issue. 
Step Two: 
The President will inquire if there are questions for clarification.  Please note this is for clarification only. 
Step Three: 
The President will then ask if there are changes or additions being suggested for the proposal.  Using warm and cool signals, the regional council will seek to come closer to agreement on how to respond to the issue. 

Step Four: 
Once there is significant agreement, the President will invite the Presenter to move the motion at which point the regional council enters the formal debate process. 
              CARRIED.

Rev. Kenji Marui welcomed the court to Grace United, Sarnia, and went over housekeeping items for those attending the meeting in-person. 

President Cheryl introduced the meeting leadership team. A video presentation introducing staff roles followed. 

BRAVE/Affirm Statement
Equity Support Team Members George Bozanich and Charmain Bailey introduced their roles and raised up BRAVE: Commitments to Community Safety and the tri-region Affirming Statement.

President Cheryl invited those attending their first Regional Council meeting, as willing, to introduce themselves 
Rev. Joy Cowan, Rosemary Leech, Daniel Reid, Lori Ann Livingston, Karen Batter, Marg Cudmore, Jacob Burtch, Debra McGill, Henry Eldrecher put their names forward. 

Land Acknowledgement, Call to Worship, Lighting of Christ Candle, Worship
Greg Simpson led opening worship and reflected on the nature of change and God’s presence throughout. 
Worship music provided by Marque Smith. Charmain Bailey offered vocal accompaniment.

Presentation of Executive and Commissions 
President Cheryl introduced the Antler River Watershed Executive Team, and encouraged the court to consider joining and serving on the Executive or Commissions. 

Greg Simpson introduced the Congregational Support Commission. Kerry Stover introduced the Pastoral Relations Commission. Richard Auckland introduced the Discipleship & Justice Commission. 

The court then took a brief break. 

Welcome back
Following the break, President Cheryl welcomed back all those gathered, on zoom and in person.

Resource Centre Presentation 
Laurie O’Leary introduced the Christian Resource Centre in Mitchell, and a satellite location in Siloam UC in London. 

Moderator’s Message
A video message to Antler River Watershed Regional Council from Moderator Carmen Lansdowne was presented.

Admissions Presentation
Marlene Britton, Sarah Bruer and Tanya Cameron gave a presentation discussing how admission ministers enter ordered ministry in the United Church of Canada. The court participated in some trivia about admission ministers in Antler River Watershed. Some discussion and sharing of experience took place. Participants broke into groups to discuss the following questions: 
1) What stood out for you from the quiz about admission ministers in relation to our region?
2a) How do you feel about the reality that there are 44 ministers struggling to find appointments based largely on race?
2b) How does this challenge the myth in our denomination that there aren’t enough ministers?
3) Imagine a fictional community of faith called Deep Bold Daring United Church that is searching for their next minister. How might they both be a blessing to and be blessed by sharing ministry with someone in the Admission process?
Discussion ensued after returning from individual group discussions. 
Grace: Cheryl Bolton. The meeting then broke for dinner and gathered after dinner at 7 pm for trivia hosted by Richard Auckland. 

Meeting Session:  Saturday May 31
9:00 AM – 3:15 PM                              

[bookmark: _Hlk148619100]Gathering music: Marque Smith 

Welcome
President Cheryl welcomed all those gathered, on zoom and in person. Kenji Mauri addressed those attending in person with some housekeeping information. 

Land Acknowledgement, Call to Worship, Lighting of Christ Candle, Worship
Saturday morning worship was led by Greg Simpson and Marque Smith. Charmain Bailey offered vocal accompaniment. 

Introduction of Candidates
Tanya Cameron, Vocational Minister for ARWRC, introduced in turn ARWRC candidates, Rebecca Whiting and Martin Mwale, with a biography of their experience, learning & beliefs.

Candidates Address the Court 
Rebecca Whiting and Martin Mwale individually shared their answer to the question asked of them by President Cheryl; that they reflect on how they are living into the ARWRC theme, “A Time of Renewal-Revitalize” in their ministry via video submissions. 

Rebecca Whiting will be recognized as a Designated Lay Minister and will be serving at Westminster United Church, Waterloo. 

Martin Mwale was originally ordained in the Reformed Church of Zambia in 2013, and is now being commissioned in the United Church of Canada through the Admissions process. He will be serving at Rural United Pastoral Charge, Chatham-Kent. 

Melodee Lovering has previously recognized as a Designated Lay Minister, and will be commissioned as an Ordained Minister, serving at Leamington United Church. A short PowerPoint presentation introduced her to the court. 


Mission and Service Highlights
Sarah Charters, President & Executive Officer of Philanthropy for GCO, spoke on stewardship and some of the work of M&S. A PowerPoint presentation was shared on M&S which provides funds to many United Church ministries. 

Joe Richards, Director of Pearce Williams United Church Christian Centre, shared how Mission and Service impacts camping ministries. 

Rukshini Ponniah-Goulin, Executive Director of the Downtown Mission of Windsor-Essex, (joining online) shared how M&S has made much of their programming possible. 

Proposal 2: Recruiting Regional Council Commission Members
MOTION: Kerry Stover / Mark Laird
That the Antler River Watershed Regional Council appoint Laurie O’Leary to Congregational Support Commission and Larry Schneider to Pastoral Relations Commission. 
CARRIED.

A short break was taken.

Canadian Bible Society Presentation 
Jacob Birch gave a presentation on the work of the Canadian Bible Society.  

UCC Foundation: Sarah Charters and Ryan Baxter 
Ryan Baxter and Sarah Charters explained the work and grants of The United Church of Canada Foundation.  A PowerPoint presentation was shared on the UCC Foundation which provides services to United Church members and all courts of the church. The Foundation’s purpose is to foster deep spirituality, bold discipleship and daring justice by attracting and deploying financial resources.

Keynote Speaker: Gail Barker on ‘Revitalization’
President Cheryl introduced Keynote Speaker Gail Barker, who spoke with wit and wisdom, on her understanding of the church’s current reality and on the necessity of change and grief. Those in attendance both in person and online but themselves into groups to reflect on the following question: What is the chapter you believe is closing for our collective church community? Participants then shared their responses with the court. As a collective, the court discussed what grieving these losses and changes may look like. Those attending in person were then invited to write something they wanted to release on a slip of paper and put it into a bowl of water
Grace: Cheryl Bolton. The meeting then broke for lunch. 
Retirees, Anniversaries & Jubilands: 
The following names of retirees and jubilands were celebrated:
Retirees:
John Lovering
Laura Jo Marzec
Joan Golden
Darrow Woods
Wanda Burse
Ann Corbet
Robin Sherman
Analee Kerr
Jim Haupt
Mark Perry 

Jubilands: 
5 Years
George Rowaan (OM)

10 Years
Cheryl Bolton (OM)
James Hatt (DM)
Larry Schneider (OM)
Susan Cole (OM)

15 Years
Adam Kilner (OM)
Daniel Mulema (OM)
Jennifer Canning (OM)
Lynne Allin (OM)
Mary Cornelia Borland (OM)
Sunni Shular (OM)

20 Years
Joan Golden (DM)
Susan Woodhouse (OM)

25 Years
Kenji Marui (OM)

30 Years
Troy Van Ginkel (OM)

35 Years
Arthur Cholmondeley (OM)
Darrow Woods (OM)
Julia Morden (OM)
Lexie Chamberlain (OM)
R. Mark Guiliano (OM)

40 Years
Kenneth Taylor (OM)

45 Years
C.E. Keith Rameshwar (OM)
Delbert Stewart (OM)
J. Donald Graham (OM)
Susan Shelstad (OM)


50 Years
Camilla LaRouche (OM)
Frank Van Veen

55 Years
David McKane (OM)
Kenneth Jackson (OM)

65 Years
Arthur Woitte (OM)

President Cheryl offered a prayer of thanks for those named.

Keynote Speaker: Gail Barker on ‘Revitalization’
Keynote Speaker Gail Barker retuned, inviting the court to revitalize through dance to the song “Goodbye Yesterday” by Elevation Rhythm. The court then shared their thoughts about what they’re dreaming of for their church communities. Participants then wrote down 2-3 themes that all suggestions had in common. These were then displayed on a wall of renewal and revitalization. 

Community of Faith Life Cycle Changes
A video presentation honoured the following communities of faith.

Disbandment
With thanks for their legacy and faithful service
Innerkip United Church 

Amalgamation and Name Change. 
With blessings as these communities of faith continue their ministries together
Princeton and Etonia United Churches

In Memoriam
A video presentation honoured “friends, colleagues & leaders” who guided & served the church with their living:
Patricia Milliken
Glenda McMillan 
Nick Monsour
Rev. Janelle Towle
Rev. Lawrence King 
Rev. H. Lane Douglas 
Rev. Barry Moore
Rev. Dr. Robert J. Roberts 
Robert Swartman
Johanna Sadler
Douglas Richards 

Pres. Cheryl then asked for a moment of silence to remember those who have passed, and led the court in prayer. 

Recognizing and Covenanting with LLWLs
Mary Anne Silverthorne, Chair of the Resource Team, introduced Colin Barker, Bill Butt and Karen Hodgens to be recognized as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders. Participating in the covenanting also was Pres. Cheryl Bolton, Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister, and Pam Wilcox, recorder for the Resource Team. 

Covenanting with Executive/Commission members
President Cheryl led a covenanting service with newly elected and continuing Executive & Commission members.

President Cheryl and Greg Simpson, presented Lynn Allin, outgoing Minister of Congregational Support, flowers, a card and butter tarts as a thank you and congratulations on her retirement. Lynn then briefly addressed the court. 

UCC Church in Mission Unit Presentation
Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu, Executive Minister for the Church in Mission Unit at the United Church of Canada's General Council office spoke of being people of compassion and speaking against global injustice and exclusion. 

President's Reflection
President Cheryl reflected on her final meeting as president and her time as president. 

Thanking the President
On behalf of the regional council, Human Resources Commission and Executive New President Richard Auckland thanked President Cheryl for her good humour and steady leadership.

Unfinished or New Business: There was no unfinished or new business brought forward.

Proposal #3: Closing Motion
MOTION: Kerry Stover / Mark Laird 
That the Antler River Watershed Regional Council might
1. Entrust any unfinished business from its May 30th/31st, 2025 meeting to the Executive;  
1. Authorize the Executive to fill any vacancies on the understanding that appointments will be confirmed at the next fall regional council meeting;  
1. Direct the Executive to plan to convene a meeting of the regional council in the fall of 2025;  
1. Entrust the Executive and Commissions with the responsibilities and authority of Antler River Watershed Regional Council in accordance with The Manual of The United Church of Canada and the Governance Handbook of the Antler River Watershed Regional Council.  
1. Close the May 30 -May 31, 2025 meeting of the Antler River Watershed Regional Council at the close of the Celebration of Ministries Service on Saturday, May 31st, 2025. 
CARRIED. 

Courtesies
President Cheryl thanked all those involved in preparing for, managing and running the meeting from Grace United Church Sarnia staff to volunteers and regional council staff and all those who attended the meeting.

The meeting closed by President Cheryl and extinguishing of the Christ Candle by Greg Simpson.

Adjournment.

Following the meeting the Celebration of Ministries Service and Installation of the new President was held at Grace United Church, 990 Cathcart Blvd, Sarnia, ON.


