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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
MINUTES: June 10, 2025
 9:00 AM via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca

Present:   Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister, Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant

Regrets:  Paul Browning

Absent:   

Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  Kerry Stover
    
Opening Worship:  Mary Anne Silverthorn – UCC 100th – Looking back with gratitude, looking forward with hope.

Opening Motions:  

1. Approval of Corresponding Members: None

2. Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions?
 
MOTION: Moved by: Jim Drummond, seconded by: Melodee Lovering
That, having reviewed the agenda for June 10, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated.

CARRIED 

3. Approval of Previous Minutes: May 13, 2025 as circulated or amended.  
[bookmark: _Hlk200439770]
MOTION: Moved by: Mary Anne Silverthorn seconded by: Tracy Wygiera
That, having reviewed the Minutes of May 13, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve them as circulated.
ARW PRC Draft Minutes 250513.docx

CARRIED

4. Business Arising:

EMAIL MOTION: for full time collaborative ministry position for Ausable PC and Forest United Church, sent by Micol on May 14th.   Approved by commission members on May 27th:  Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded by Louise Hall.  

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for Minister, FT, for the collaborative ministry of Ausable Pastoral Charge and Forest United Church.

CARRIED

5. New Business:

A. LLWL Resource Team Report:  Mary Anne Silverthorn 
· No financial statement yet from the Day Away
· Licensed three new LLWL’s at the ARWRC Spring Meeting – Colin Barker, Karen Hodgins, Bill Butt (licensed for one year)
· Resuming meetings in September
· Reviewing policies
· April 25, 2026 is the LLWL Day Away (a one-day workshop) booked
· $2168 were the costs associated with the last LLWL Day Away
· Create a communications piece to reach out to LLWL’s in the learning process.
 
B. Executive Update:  Louise Hall
· Last meeting was May 14th
· Congregational Support – Rideau
· Ausable and Forest are doing a Collaborative Agreement
· Glencoe doing an ecumenical shared service with an Anglican church
· ARW Fall Meeting October 3rd-4th online only
· Executive Motions for commission term extensions of Tracy Wygiera, Carol Ferguson, Paul Browning

C. Liaison Resource Update:  Jim Drummond
· Barbara Robbins will be Liaison for New Scotland
· Beachville and Foldens Pastoral Charge added to the list (Mary Anne Silverthorn the Liaison)
· Inquire about Courtright Sixth Line
· Peace and Plattsville is a maternity leave right now, returning next Spring (Mary Anne Silverthorn is the Liaison and PCS)
· Port Lambton add Carey Wagner
· Add PCS’s to the Liaison list (Micol Cottrell will update)
· Need a Liaison for Dunwich

MOTION: Moved by Jim Drummond, seconded by Larry Schneider
That, having reviewed the ARW Liaison List for June 10, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as amended.
 
CARRIED

D. Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol Cottrell
Minister, Pastoral Relations Report 
  
· We are in the midst of regional council meetings – WOW and ARW are done, HF meets this weekend. 
 
· Liaison gathering went well last week.   One of the big pieces of conversation was how our liaisons are discovering that the search process is a becoming a time of discernment for many churches around their future – move quickly to get the steps then deciding on what they can afford, amalgamation, finance questions, etc. 
 
· 3 staff position vacancies are now passed closing dates.  The two Congregational Support Minister interviews have happened.   
 
· I will be on vacation from June 30 to July 29 


E. Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
Consent Docket for ARW HR Commission   
Date:  June 10, 2025  
 
MOTION: Moved by: Larry Schneider seconded by: Melodee Lovering


Approval of Position Descriptions:   
  
[bookmark: _Hlk200444743]That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for Short-term supply minister, PT, 20 hrs/week for Courtright Sixth-Line Pastoral Charge.

CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded Tracy Wygiera

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the Louise Hall as the Liaison to Courtright Sixth-Line Pastoral Charge.

CARRIED

MOTION: Moved by: Norm MacPherson seconded by: Louise Hall
 
That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for Minister, PT 21 hrs/week for New Melbourne United Church.

CARRIED 
 

F. Items Outside of Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
Approval of new appointments:   
[bookmark: _Hlk200445404]
MOTION: Moved by Louise Hall, seconded by Jim Drummond

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Oneida Pastoral Charge, to appoint Vanessa Benoit, Candidate, PT, 24 hrs/week from 2025-07-01 to 2026-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-06-05.

CARRIED 

Peace United Church request for LLWL additional Sundays to cover maternity leave.
[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION: Moved by Larry Schneider, seconded by Jim Tracy Wygiera
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Peace United Church, Plattsville, for Michele Braniff, Licensed Lay Worship Leader, to be able to lead more than 3 consecutive Sundays while providing pulpit supply during the minister’s maternity/parental leave.  
CARRIED

G. Camp Kennersie:
· Tracy Wygiera attended opening day, and they raised $13,000 in a walk-a-thon
· A dedication to their Spirit Centre was held
· Brand new kitchen installed
· Women Who Care raising funds of $10,000 for the camp
· Camp is updating their electrical panel
· Good news from the north shores of Lake Erie
H. Summary Report to Executive:
· Planned LLWL Day Away for April 25, 2026
· Reviewed and Updated Liaison appointments
· [bookmark: _Hlk200446992]Reappoint three commissioners for third terms take to Executive: Tracy Wygiera, Carol Ferguson, Paul Browning
· Welcomed Larry Schneider and Martin Mwale as new ARW PRC commission members
· Micol Cottrell will be on vacation June 30th- July 29th


Next Meeting:  July and August at 9:00 am via ZOOM by call of the chair or via email vote.

MOTION: Moved by Melodee Lovering seconded by: Tracy Wygiera

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council meet in July and August by the call of the chair.

CARRIED 

Next Meeting: September 9, 2025 at 9:00 am via Zoom 

Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:  Larry Schneider 

Closing Prayer:  Mary Anne Silverthorn
  
Adjournment:
 
Chair:  Having concluded its business, it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
   
Meeting adjourned! 
