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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
MINUTES: September 9, 2025
 9:00 AM  via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca
Present:   Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L), Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister, Michele Petick, Communications & Administrative Assistant
                                          
Regrets:                           

Absent:   Jim Drummond
 
Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  Micol Cottrell
    
Opening Worship:  Larry Schneider – Psalm 38
 

Opening Motions:  
 
1. Approval of Corresponding Members: None

2. Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions? 
 
MOTION: Moved by Tracy Wygiera, seconded by Mary Anne Silverthorn That, having reviewed the agenda for September 9, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated.

CARRIED 
 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes: 

MOTION: Moved by Norm MacPherson seconded by Larry Schneider That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council having reviewed the minutes of June 10, 2025 approve them as circulated.  ARW PRC Agenda 250909.docx

CARRIED

4. Business Arising:
 Email MOTIONS June 27, 2025.  Moved by Paul Browning, Seconded by Louise Hall.  Carried.

Request for Change of Pastoral Relations:  
1. [bookmark: _Hlk208308735]That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Karlene Kimber, DM, for a change of pastoral relations from Belmont, Harrietsville-Mossley Pastoral Charge, effective 2025-08-31 for the purpose of accepting the position of Minister, Congregational Support for Antler River Watershed regional Council.    
   
Approval of appointments:  
2. That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Drumbo Pastoral Charge, to renew the appointment with Kenneth Jackson, OM-R, from 2025-07-01 to 2026-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-06-19.  
 
3. That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Ruthven Pastoral Charge, to renew the appoint of Olav Kitchen, OM-R, FT, from 2025-07-01 to 2027-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-06-16.  

 
Email MOTION July 18th, 2025.   Moved by Martin Mwale, Seconded by Melodee Lovering.  Carried.

The Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional council approve the Corunna Pastoral Charge and Port Lambton Pastoral Charge position description for the purpose of a collaborative ministry.    
 

Email MOTION August 19, 2025. Moved by Melodee Lovering, Seconded by Larry Schneider.  Carried.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concurs with the request of Kilworth Pastoral Charge to renew the appointment of Lauri Ladd, candidate, PT, 20hrs/week from 2025-07-01 to 2027-06-30 according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub on 2025-06-28.
 
 
5. New Business:
 

A. LLWL Resource Team Report:  Mary Anne Silverthorn
· Meeting October 1st, 2025 at 10am 
 
B. Executive Update:  Louise Hall
· June 11th Meeting, Trinity recommendation Receive information regarding Trinity United, London (letter uploaded to ChurchHub
· Healing Fund Workshop raised $22K+ via UCW Events
· Keep a running list of Retirees for reporting at Regional Council Meetings


C. Liaison Resource Update: Jim Drummond (absent)

· Lynne Allin, Belmont, Harrietsville-Mossley PC Liaison
· Louise Hall, Courtright Centre Sixth Line Liaison
· Liaison Coordinator dates to be established
 

D. Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol Cottrell

Pastoral Relations Minister Report 
September 2025 
 
 
I was on vacation for the majority of July and enjoyed time off with family.    In August, I was on compassionate leave for most of a week following the death of my father-in-law. 
 
Work that is on the go is the completion of the liaison training course on CHURCHx.   I was able to complete another chunk of it in August, but now that things are getting busier again the process is slowing down again. 
 
I am working on contacting ministers in new pastoral relationships about United Fresh Start Peer Groups. 
 
In August Beverly Tyhurst started as Horseshoe Falls new Full Time Congregational Support Minister.   At the beginning of September Karlene Kimber began as the .60% time Antler River Watershed Congregational Support Minister.  Karlene is working Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays from 8:30-4:30. Will invite Karlene Kimber to a future ARW PRC Commission.
 
In November the new Minister, Pastoral Support, Laurie Stevenson will begin working with the regional council.  In this revised role Laurie will be providing pastoral care, supporting ministry personnel including through financial support applications, supporting churches in search in answering questions, and resourcing liaisons. May be a regular attendee at ARW PRC Meetings.

Consider an orientation day, perhaps with the Congregational Support Commission.  Possibly in November 2025.


E. Consent Docket: Micol Cottrell
None
 
F. Items Outside of Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
None

G. Sacrament License Discussion – Oneida

· Vanessa Benoit DLM, eligible to be licensed
· Eileen Antone is the Sacramental Elder to Oneida
· Learning to be in relationship with Indigenous communities
· Commission is open to licensing Vannessa, understanding she’s a candidate learning while maintain the Sacramental Elder appointment of Eileen Antone
· Oneida has half time from Mission and Service for Vanessa’s appointment

H. Sacrament License Request – Moraviantown

· Request received from Vanessa Benoit for sacrament license, unable to grant license at this time.
· Vannessa Benoit does Pulpit Supply twice a month
· Possible to co-preside with Vanessa’s Educational Supervisor Rev. Joan Golden or other Sacrament Elder (Appointed by the OV of the Indigenous Church, contact Tim Hackborn)
· Bruce Cook a possible person to perform sacraments
· Leadership is in short supply
· Connect Louise Hall and Carol Ferguson with Tim Hackborn to review any concerns.  Micol will set up this connection.

I. Sacrament Elder Request – Jon Catts, Wheatley United

· Jon Catts requested being a Sacrament Elder, at this time the request can not be granted.
· Provides most of the Worship Leadership at Wheatley United Church
· In a collaborative agreement with Cottam United Church, sacraments can be provided via Cottam.
· May not fall under the policy of Sacrament Elder.
· Collaboration agreement is clear that sacraments are provided by Cottam leadership.

J. Correspondence from Executive to Pastoral Relations Commission re. Trinity PC, London.

· Looking at nesting (a church that is housed within another congregation) in a time of deep financials needs

Receive for information:

That the Antler River Watershed Regional Council Executive having been given the authority to make any decisions in relation to the current pastoral relationship at Trinity United Church, London, as per the motion made at the July 27th, 2025, congregational meeting of Trinity United Church, London, the Antler River Watershed Regional Council Executive moves to:

1) End the pastoral relationship between Charmain Bailey, DM and Trinity United Church, London effective Dec 31st, 2025;
2) With an opening to an earlier end date with 30 days’ notice if requested by the ministry personnel, if they have obtained other employment. 

K. Regional Council meeting on-line Oct 3-4.  Report required from PRC.  Video focusing on work of PRC; ideas thus far: new members (Larry Schneider and Martin Mwale), Photos from LLWL day away, new ministers to region, liaisons needed, other suggestions.

Meet September 18th at 3pm on Zoom to record ARWRC Presentation.  Michele will send out Zoom link. 

 
L. Summary Report to Executive:
· Reviewed ARW PRC commissioner roles, governance of values and visions, some have appointed tasks i.e. LLWL Resource Team, others are general commission members with varying opinions overseeing issues with wide roots and succession planning through experience with this commission work.
· Received and discussed motion from Executive regarding Trinity United Church, London
· Preparation for October 3rd & 4th ARWRC Fall Meeting Commission Report and Presentation.
· Robust discussion regarding Sacramental Licenses.
· Looking for a Liaison appointment for Mount Zion, London
· Talked about “nesting” congregations who maintain their own identity but housed in another church, could be ecumenical with another denomination church i.e. Anglican or Presbyterian churches.  
 

Next Meeting:  October 14, 2025, 9am via ZOOM.   Focus of this meeting is 2026 budget
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:  Kerry Stover
 
Closing Prayer:  Larry Schneider
   
Adjournment:
  
Chair:  Having concluded its business; it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
    
Meeting adjourned!

