September 9, 2025		DJ 	24-2
     
 Discipleship and Justice Commission
Antler River Watershed
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
Holding and Encouraging Communities of Faith 
Minutes
2025/09/09 10 am via Zoom 
Roster:  Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; Bob Harris; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt, Wanda Winfield
[bookmark: _Hlk122601516]Staff Support: 
[bookmark: _Hlk65658822]		Thérèse Samuel – Minister, Right Relations and Social Justice
Kathy Douglas – Minister, Faith Formation 
John Egger – Minister, Social Justice
Brenna Baker – Community of Faith Stewardship Support
		Greg Smith-Young — Growth Animator  
Krista Ford – Administration  
Present: (cross out those not in attendance) 
Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; Bob Harris; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt; Wanda Winfield
Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel, John Egger Brenna Baker, Krista Ford    
Agenda
Acknowledgement of the Land/Territory  - Read by Bob Harris
We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional territory of a number of First Nations and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  This Land known as Antler River Watershed, was once inhabited by the Anishinabek, the Lenae-Lenapewauk, the Haudenosaunee, the Potawatomi, the Odawa, and the Chonnoton who used these lands as their traditional gathering, hunting and congregating place.  Let us also recognize our closest neighbours from these nations: The Chippewa of the Thames First Nation, The Munsee-Delaware Nation, the Oneida Nation of the Thames, Walpole Island, Moravian of the Thames, Caldwell, Aamjiwnaang, and the Chippewas of Stony and Kettle Point.  We are but a people in transition as we are on this earth for a short time.  Help us to be good caretakers of this land, Creator.  As well, we seek a new covenant with all our relations, one based in honour and deep respect.

1. Welcome/Opening Prayer:  - Joshua offered opening prayer

2. Reminder of Equity Monitor and Pastoral Presence for our meeting(s)  We all serve in this capacity keeping each other’s words and actions in check.


3. Approval of Agenda for Sept 9th 2025
MOTION by Jim Hatt /Jim Haupt that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the agenda for the Sept 9th 2025 meeting as circulated.		
MOTION								CARRIED			
4. Approval of Minutes from June 10th 2025 
MOTION by Tabitha Carey /Jim Hatt that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the minutes of the June 10th  2025 meeting as circulated.			
MOTION								CARRIED	
5. Funds available (As recorded in Events and Meetings Funds Tracking Tables below)
Events fund balance available as of January 1, 2025: $8000 
	2025 Events Budget 
	$8,000 

	Description of Event/Program 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi  
(deferred from previous year) 
	TBA 
	$500.00 
	$7,500.00 

	Preaching with an Ecological Lens
	
	$175.00
	$7,325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral support for UCC 360 Antiracism 
	Feb 5th 2025
	$50
	$7275.00

	Kids across the Region Event 
	Feb 11th 2025
	$500
	$6775.00

	Great Lakes Collabrative Retreat
	March 18th 2025
	$700
	$6075.00

	SJNORC
	April 8th 2025
	$1000
	$5075.00

	Joint Confirmation Program
	April 8th 2025
	$248.60
	$4826.40

	Additional Funds for Kids Across the Region
	June 10th 2025
	$500
	$4326.40

	Funds for the Strawberry Thanksgiving event
	Sept 9th 2025
	$175 and $20
	$4131.40

	Great Lakes Collaborative Event
	Sept 9th
	$1000
	$3131.40

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$3131.40 



ARW D&J Meetings Budget for 2025
	2025 Meetings Budget 
	$2,000 

	Description of Meeting/Expense 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	 Food for in person D&J orientation event
	Sept 9th
	$116.66
	$1883.34

	 Travel Claims for those to attend the in person orientation event
	Aug 19th 
	$983.40 
	$899.94 

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$899.94


[bookmark: _Hlk123920459]
6. Record of Email Votes since the last meeting: 
Regarding the exhibition, "Here from the Beginning"
MOTION: That the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed agree to receive requests for funding from clusters of congregations interested in hosting this exhibition, with the understanding that requests will be considered on an individual basis when they come in.
Moved by Joshua Lawrence, Seconded by Linda Badke, Declared Carried by Lilian Patey on July 30, 2025
7. Correspondence
a. Norwich United Church (2025 MS Grant Recipient) 
The commission reviewed correspondence received from Norwich summer camp who was a recipient of a M&S Grant and how the funding impacted their programming.
8. Business Arising
a. Review Deadlines for Mission Support/Service Grant Requests
John Egger highlighted the new timeline and the approching deadline for the 2026 Grants.  The grants will be reviewed by Staff compiled and ready for review by the commission no later than Oct 8th. 
The drop dead date for making final recipient decisions will be Mid Nov and John suggested that the commission make some decisions around meeting dates allowing for enough time to have multiple meetings if necessary.
It was decided that Oct 21st will be a meeting to do a preliminary review of the applications but no financial decisions will be made that day. Then the commission will meet again on Nov 4th to make the final decisions of funding.
b. Review discussions at August 19th Meeting in Hamilton, ON 
The commission discussed some of the topics covered at the in person meeting. The commission members were reminded they need to sign their confidentiality agreement to be on the commission.
The topic of conflict of interest for the upcoming M&G review was discussed.  It was decided that Jim Hatt while connected to Windsor Downtown Mission in a volunteer position, has not conflict of interest around their application so we he will not need to be excused from the talks. 
Joshua on the other hand will be in conflict if an application is received from First United and it was decided to use a breakout room on Zoom to allow him to step away for the discussion and then come back.
9. New Business
a. United Church Apology to 2S-LGBTQIA+ communities 
John presented a slideshow around the apology and gave time for the commission to reflect and share their feelings.  Then he left the commission with the thought of How can the Commission support and encourage this in their work.
b. There was a motion from Therese for some funding towards the Strawberry Thanksgiving and Communion.
MOTION: by Bob Harris/Jim Haupt That the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the allocation of $175 from the Events Budget to Adrian Jacobs toward the honorarium for facilitation of the Strawberry Thanksgiving and Communion, and up to an additional amount not to exceed $20 for a small gift to be purchased and mailed to Adrian.
MOTION							CARRIED
c. A motion was proposed for funding for the Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat happing in 2026 – a deposit is required at this time.
MOTION: by Lillian Patey / Jim Haupt That the Antler River Watershed RC Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $1000 from the Events Budget for Deposit to 5 Oaks Retreat Centre for the 2026 Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat.
MOTION							CARRIED
D. 	A motion was requested to cover the cost of food for the in person orientation event held in Aug at the office.  The cost of the day is being split between all 3 D&J commssions.
MOTION: by Jim Hatt/Bob Harris That the Antler River Watershed RC Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $116.66 out of the meetin budget to cover the cost of food for the in-person gathering in Hamilton, ON on August 19, 2025.
MOTION							CARRIED
d. Discussion of land-based training site/center focused on reconciliation and faith formation (Joshua Lawrence)
In the interest of time this discussion was postponed for a future meeting.
10. Staff reports:
a. Kathy 
Kathy’s report was uploaded to sharepoint ahead of time for the commission to read and reflect on.
b. John – no report
c. Therese – no report
d. UCW – no report
e. Executive  - no report
f. PAL Network (Lilian Patey)
Lillian shared that the palestine land exersie needs to be shared at other churches to spread awareness.
She also shared there has been talk of “boycode the church” within the BDS network because they feel the church has not spoke up about issues.
11. Other
i. SJNORC-9/5/2025 (Tabitha Carey) – Tabitha will send a summary
ii. ARW-Social and Ecological Justice Network https://arwsej.ca/ is looking for members if anyone from the commission is interested in joining.
12. Next Meeting: October 21 at 10:00 am
13. Closing Words: Joshua offered a closing prayer.
Adjournment

 
ARW Priorities 
Social Justice and Outreach-living out our Affirm mandate 
Camps/Youth 
Living into Right Relations 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
