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Belmont United Church

Belmont, Elgin

Our Church Mission : To be a welcoming community of faith offering support and
encouragement

as we celebrate Go d love. Our Motto T A He Foe Yo u 0
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Calvary United Church, London

Calvary United Church began in 1890 as a
mission field of Wellington Street Methodist
Church in London, Ontario. At that time,
houses were starting to be built south of the
Thames Riverd but next to no Methodist

churches. The project started in a private

home on Emery Street with Sunday
meetings for worship, and a Wednesday mission school. After two years the founding
church on Wellington Street purchased a lot near the southwest corner of Emery and High
Streets, where volunteers from the new congregation built a white frame building called
High Street Methodist Mission.
Until 1910 the Mission was led by volunteers and by student ministers. That year the
Mission hired its first ordained minister, who oversaw the purchase of a larger lot about
750 metres west. The original frame building was pulled on logs to the new site, and
renamed Ridout Street Methodist Church.
The congregation began fundraising to build a larger, more permanent brick church,
which opened in September 1914. In 1925 after church union the name changed again,
to Calvary United Church. The congregation built and dedicated a Sunday School wing
in 1939, and another new Christian Education wing in 1958.
The congregation celebrated its 125th anniversary in 2015, and is still active, serving
London& Old South residents and others with ordained leadership, groups for adults,

women, youth, and children, and space for a host of religious and other neighbourhood



Calvary Jazz VespersNovember2023

activities, such as  monthly
Community Breakfasts, a
Pollinator Garden, monthly Jazz
Vespers, and a community nursery
school which operated at Calvary
from 1951 to 2024.

Calvary became Affirming in 2024.
Looking to the future, Calvary has

joined with 3 other southwest

London United Churches in a 2-year Collaborative Ministry project, 4 churches sharing 3

full-time ministersd the first configuration of its kind in Antler River Watershed Region.

Trivia :

Who was the first ordained minister of what is now known as Calvary United Church?

Calvary is one of probably very few United Churches in Antler River Watershed Region

with a stained glass window depicting a canoe ride. Where is this window located?



CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH, ST. THOMAS

Originally founded as a mission church in May 1874 by Rev. A.E. Griffith from the
Met hodi st Episcopal Conference, the first ser
of the Canada Southern Railway Station. On October 15, 1874, Central Methodist
Church, located on the corner of Moore and Wellington Streets, was dedicated. By 1894
there had been two additions so, in 1897, having outgrown the building again, a new
building was constructed on the same site driven by a famous team of evangelists,
Crossley and Hunter. Designed by the same
architect as Massey Hall, Sidney R.
Badgley, the sanctuary is
noted for having "amazing

acoustics" and beautiful

stained-glass windows.
Renamed in 1925, Central United Church improved physical accessibility with a
parking | 6¢reatdcdeby Opur chasing threé¢ amddj acen
installing a |Iift to al/l three |l evels and two
later). In 2013 monitors installed in the Sanctuary improved visual accessibility. In 2022,
a mural depicting diversity and inclusion was added to the west wall of the
gym/class/meeting rooms built in the 1950/60.
Home to the Inn Out of the Cold from 2010 to 2022, Central United continues to live
out its governing value of Building a Caring Community for all People every day, including

Sundays.



Now, the church is facilitating Our
Place Respite Inc. becoming an
incorporated ministry of the
United Church of Canada.
Central continues to function as a
community and faith center for

many groups while raising

awareness and funds for

organizations both within St. Thomas and beyond.

Submitted by Kathryn Fletcher, fletcherfamily@rogers.com

Community of Faith: Central United Church, St. Thomas, Elgin County

Photo Credits:

Photo One: Central United Celebrates 150 Years October 20, 2024, submitted by

Betty Field (Written or email consent obtained from all choir members).

Photo Two: Beginning of Hope by DERKZ submitted by Betty Field

Trivia :

1. What does the largest stained-glass window on the east wall of the sanctuary
depict

2. What organization performs a British Style pantomime at Central each fall?


mailto:fletcherfamily@rogers.com

COLBORNE STREET UNI TED CHURCHF

London

I n 1853 London had a
of roughly 10,000 anc

north to HUhomnmg&tntdet .

di strict bet ween Pi c
Hur on Street s was .
set ttlheed, member s of N

Street Church | ooked 1

and decided to start
St . Geor gerthss swamadd.ked the beginning of what

Col borne Street church.

The mission consisted of a single building me
of St. James Street, a short distance east ol
John and W. Carling and the cost of tmg chur

furnishings.

At first the church was known as St. Georgeods
to the church in September 1854 as being St.
On January 4, 1859, during a rowdy political
was burned t oMetmbergr omerce. granted the use of
place of worship and took wup the chalOnerge o
suficient funds had been raised, a new site we

was exchanged for one on the north si dieneof P



tender of Edwar d G
$770. 00 wasThecept
buil ding was 3006 »
bore the inscripti:
on the front of t
AWesl| eyan Met ho

Chur ch, AD 1859. 0

The building was insured for $800. 00, and it v
each and the side pews for $2.00 each. The CI
stipend of $36.00 per annum.

Il n 1888, due to the rapid growth of the dis

Church, It was decided to Jeeuoédassteewhsr ea
with Mr. John Christie for a new | ocatiromr, 10/
and Piccadilly Streets, finally establishing
Church.

The church was dedicated on December 15, 18E¢

$18,174.70. The cost of the furnishings was $¢
The mortgage was burned on November 17, 1913,
Church voted to join t hGolUnortneed Sthruerecth Wnfi tCeadh &

a rich history, but more i mportant, it | ooks

Submit tFeda ntky :Jtfanpslteasp|l es @gmai | . ¢c om)

Community Cofl bbainteth:Street United Church, Londo
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Il n what year was the church at the corner of

From the website: Who is the minister curren



Coll ege Avenue United Churc

Woodst ock, Oxford

I n the | ate 18800s, Woodstock was in need of
that time, the east end of the city. The Nor
doors in 1889. The church soon outgrew this
A suitable site on College Avenue was selecte

chose a mor.e

desirabl e

on a diffe

constructe

fuy furnished for $10,000! In 1908, a Warren
use every Sunday. Additions in 1924, 1956 an
considerable presence in what is now the cent
daysr week, not only by the congregation but
cul tural groups. It is a very exciting ti me

great plan for the next 136 years!



Submitted by: KewdlkarAharegssm@hot mai |l . com
Community of Faith: College Avenue United Chu
Photo credits: Marilyn Krueger

Trivia QuCnstwhoants:street is Coll ege Avenue | oca

What year was the present sanctuary construct




Corunna Uni t-€dr@Qmumach Lambt on

While the United Church of Canada is cel el
centenni al in 2025, the people of Corunna Uni

this year nmé&mks veursard0 as a worshiping space

out over the St. Clair River, the village th
Canada in 1823, but was moved inland to Ott ay
nation' somapinyalpoftenti al AmedoocmnMiathiagas. out

The first preaching service that developed
Wesl eyan Met hodi st Rev. E. White. A buildin
in 1855, marking the official start of the Co

original wooden structure to brick in 1927,

Church of Canada. During WWI I and soon af
phenomenal growth due fcdhemheabirndusfry hienpe
all o@qongnna United's congregation to swell to

(from 140 to over 400!) that an expansion to
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me , Corunna United was ©part of a |l arger p &
mmuni ties of Courtright and Sixth Line, but

pporting congregation.

Among the other major upgrades to the churec

l pi t, |l ectern, Communion altar, -ancdeBapbliesesrm
evator was installed. In 2802Me plaseénprmanygl
e congregation felt theywimeulmd nastoyd twoi a
ccessful as while other churches in Corunn;
ekly attendance numbers steadily gr e A
ngregation who joyfully welcome one and all
vast array of volunteer positions (if they

treach is the biggest dr a- &5 wodui theoerss a(ba h

niors in their 70'"s and 80's) make and sell
pies i n tlhass, tdbagytswe e n
6-8 ti mes per year I n
hosting various SuUpE
community functions! \
you come na Wnoirtuend, y O |

better enjoy weating b ¢

what vyou'l/ be doing a
this is the place to vi
Corunna United is | ocat
Street , Corunna,- Ont a

mi nute drive south of {

Written by Rev. Bob
mercercuc@ymail . com
Corunna United is part

Township, in Lambton Cc



OQut side photo of Corunna United is by Penny Pa
Capaeseslie, DL M. Al l participants' |l i kenesses

Tri Wieaneed a good amount of storage space for
ingredients. Howd onawg llevee dmeeuzrespremi ses?

I n 2024, Jim Randall designed and buil't a Li
mirroring the | ook of Corunna United. How 1| o



Darrel S. Moffat Memorial United Church
Tiloury - Chatham Kent

The first Canada Presbyterian Church of Tiloury Centre was built in 1887, and

served the congregation until 1924, when the Darrel S Moffat Memorial Church

(DSM) was opened that year. When Church Union took place the next June of 1925,

the name was changed to the Darrel S Moffat
Memorial United Church. In 1927, the Tilbury

Methodists made the move to the DSM UC

Building, and the old Methodist Church was moved
beside the new church to serve as the Church Hall.

The present Church Hall wasiilt in 1950.

The Darrel S Moffat United Church was part of

NRaHzIl ! 109 3Ual 1JIOAD WY T

a two point Charge with Quin

United Church (7 kilometers South (
Tilbury). In 1884, the Presbyteriar] :
built the wood frame building whic %
was used as Quinn Presbyterian an
1925 Quinn United Church. In 2014 SIS

the Quinn congregation disbanded.
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building was sold to the local farmer who reclaimed the land as farmland.

Today, Darrel S Moffat Memorial United Church is part of a 4 chu@rastoral
Charge Ministry Sharing Agreement. We continue to worship every other week with
20 to 30 at worship. Darrel S Moffat serves the wider Tiloury Community, helping
the Tilbury F@d Bank (financially and with supplies), Monthly Services at the
Tilbury Manor Nursing Home, and working with the Tilbury Legion with their

Remembrance Day Services. The congregaf™

presently meets in the accessible Church

Congregation of Canada church that meets

Saturday nights. May God continue to bless

ministries. EGEN6WaqqRWE2 GG
ccOawl WYl ¢aqldl W

Submitted by: Andrea Webb Price and Reverend Eric Skillings;

Website: www.Facebook.com/DSMUnitedChurch

Email: dsmunitedchurch@agmail.com

Community of Faith:
Darrel S Moffat Memorial United Church
Tiloury, Chatham Kent, Ontario

Photo Credits: Humphrey Rogers and Eric Skillings


http://www.facebook.com/DSMUnitedChurch
mailto:dsmunitedchurch@gmail.com

Trivia Questions:

1. When were the LED lights installed in the Church Hall?

2. What year was the present day Darrel S Moffat Memorial Church opened?



Dorchester United Church
Middlesex

From its beginnings in 1856 to the
present, Dorchester United Church has
been an important community of faith in
the town of Dorchester. In its early
years, many local and immigrant
families joined to worship, build,
organize, and care for each other and
their neighbours as the Wesleyan
Methodist Church. Smaller

communities would have joined
together initially, first in a one-room schoolhouse, until more permanent buildings were
built, or communities grew to begin their own church. In 1889, the current church building

was completed and dedicated by October of that year, with an estimated cost of $5,500.

By 1925, the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in Canada decided to amalgamate as
the new United Church of Canada. Both congregations in Dorchester decided in favour
of uniting as well, taking two years to merge and choosing the current church building as
their location for the new Dorchester United Church. Since then, we have been blessed
by the merger of Crumlin United Church (2013) and Dorchester Presbyterian Church
(2024) members.

Over the years, many dedicated congregants have come and gone through our church
doors, many updates and renovations have occurred to the building (electricity and
heating, kitchen and classroom spaces, elevators and screens), and many helping
hands have shared the love of God in their community. DUC is known for its care of
congregants and community through Sunday worship services, weekly gatherings
(coffee and education), community programs (Holy Diner, Immigrant sponsorship,

Dorchester Foodbank), and its many fundraising events to bless these programs. May



we continue to be faithful to the Spiritads

Submitted by: Carol Reid, Grace Van Harten (dorchesteruc.secretary@gmail.com); Community
of Faith: Dorchester United Church, Dorchester, Middlesex County; Photo Credits: Carol Reid

Trivia Questions:
Does Dorchester United Church have an online presence?

How old is the current building where Dorchester United Church worships?


mailto:dorchesteruc.secretary@gmail.com
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Emmanuel United Church, Windsor , Essex

Emmanuel United Church
began as a small mission
church on Ottawa Street
in Windsor in 1920, known
as Ottawa Street
Methodist Church.

A new church was built
soon after, at the present

site in 1925. This new

church was called Ottawa United Church, one of the first dedicated after formation of

the United Church of Canada.

Over the years, our congregation continued to
sanctuary was needed. In % / ﬂ W /

1956, our warm and W p

inspiring sanctuary was e
erected and dedicated to
the glory of

God. Adjoining the
sanctuary is a small,
intimate chapel that is

used for private prayer

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

and worship. To mark this



new beginning, the name of our congregation was officially changed to that

of Emmanuel United Church.

In 1997, we welcomed Grace United Church with the amalgamation of our two
congregations. A The Good Shepherdo stained glass wind
building has found a special place above the balcony in our sanctuary. In 2024
Emmanuel and Central United (a congregation with more than 200 years of history in
Windsor) successfully amalgamated. We have been much enriched by the coming
together of our three churches.

In 2023, Emmanuel United voted to become an affirming congregation, deepening our
ongoing to commitment to welcoming all.

From its earliest years, Emmanuel United has sought to respond to the spiritual and
community-based needs of those within the congregation and beyond its walls. We

continue this tradition today in the name of Christ.

Submitted by Rev. George Bozanich

georgebozanich@agmail.com

Community of Faith: Emmanuel United Church, Windsor, Essex County
Photo Credits: Nick Morvay

Trivia Questions:

What is the date on the cornerstone near our center doors?

Who is our Minister Emeritus?


mailto:georgebozanich@gmail.com

Epworth United Church
56 Division Street, South, Kin

Kingsville Pastor
Charge better kno
Epworth United Ch
has a |l ong histor
town of Kingsvill
‘ dating back to 18
when a small l og

Met hodi st chapel

buil t. I n 1891,
was purc_h-aAsed at Eworth's current |l ocation.
completed in 1893. The church was named Epwo
John Wesley's birthplace. I n 1925, the name

devastatil®gsfidestiroyed the church. t Tbhé aurre
rebuilding effort that began in the same year
very proud of its Cassavant Organ which was d
The unmodi fied organ is stildl in usbaisoflane a
i nstrument . Most recently, the cd¥nguagati on
capabilities in the Sanctuary. The new syste
people attending church and has enabl ed the ¢
participate from home or while on vacation.
Life at Epworth has always been strong. Ov

with music, Bible Study groups, Sunday School



Groups, Vacation Bible Schooltr aprsagirga nenveesn,t sand

strives to support the Kingsville Community.

schools receive financial support for their s
fo Kingsville programme which was started abo
winter coats for many peopl e. Each year, our
the skills of ou$i HaemflbBdnll MChdsorandAs wel |,
Gui de groups anbBElsdex BEKamdgsmadtl ein our building
Goodfell ows use our hall during their Christm

hosted a Korean Youth Group from Toronto for ¢
t heir ftailtemtand al ong with a Korean supper wit
mi x of cultures may become an annual event.

chur chcoinsbirnei ng with neighbouring United Churc

Epworth hop6éedt® Isthhae ewi th others for a | ong |
Communi ty :ofEphwirtthh Uni ted Chur ch, Kingsville,
Email Addsesessetary@epworthkingsville. com

Phot o Cr eldeons Bar |l ow

Tri via Questions

1. Which of God's creatures finds a nesting s

2. What <challenge did the members of Epworth
support their community?



Erie Street United Church
Ridgetown i1 Kent County

In 1875, the congregation of Ridgetown Methodist Church was founded. By 1876,
they had moved into their wonderful new building on Erie Street South. In 1925,
with the formation of The United Church of Canada, the church became Erie Street
United Church. For 132 years, generations have enjoyed worship, fellowship,
education and music in their grand building. Eventually serious structural issues
made it necessary to find a new church home. So in 2008, the congregation
paraded down Erie Street to their new location at 7 Erie Street North, site of the
former Ridgetown Salvation Army Church and settled into life in their new and fully
accessible building. Now, new generations are learning and growing in faith and
fellowship together. And there was no need to change the name - Erie Street
United Church remains.

ESUC Mission: As a congregation, we welcome everyone to share our joy and
fellowship. We celebrate the Good News through ministry and outreach, with

special focus on youth.

ESUC Vision: To be a caring, cooperative Christian community




The picture of our congregation shows us all "disguised" as sheep, helping the Sunday
School kids tell a bible story.

Trivia Question:

Erie Street United Church loves music! Is there an anthem performed by the choir most
Sundays in the church service?
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Submitted by: Audr ey Hall
audreyjeanhall @gmai |l . com

Antl er River Watershed Region

Editordéds Note: On May 4, 2025, Princeton Uni't
came togeth®riaseEtooaniUai ted Church.

Trivia Question:

Et offranceton UC is an anomaly in Antl er River
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daycare facility serving the neighbouring part

Centre (for preschoolers and parents) was movV

support the | ocal Food Bank, Christ masarCtagy e a
of Kindness, Love, Respect and Fairness. Fir
our community well into the future.
SubmittBdcbgrd Auckland, rauck27@gmail . com

Community Bfr&ai Uhited Church, St. Thomas, EI

Trivia Questions:

Wh at i s the date on the cornerstone on the ea

From the website: Who are the current mi ni ste



Forest United Church

Forest, Ontario - Lambton

e ¢

N
N o

«

On April 4th, 1926, almost a year after church union in 1925, inaugural services were held
in Forest, uniting the congregations of Central Congregation, James Street Methodist and
several families from St. James Presbyterian. The three groups came together with a
spirit of cooperation and with the understanding that a new place of worship was needed
to accommodate the enlarged congregation. After acquiring a lot, hiring an architect and
builder, the construction proceeded with the laying of the cornerstone on Sept. 26,1927.
Three Sunday services, with special speakers, were held in January, 1928, when the new
church was opened, with 897 registering at the first service. The church was of gothic
design and built of red brick with stone facings. The new church had six entrance points,
a lower auditorium, a modern kitchen, the sanctuary seated 523, the choir loft 35 and the
upper balcony 125. For our 50th Anniversary, our church historian and genealogist,
Eleanor Nielson, wrote the story of the church beginnings fi Pi oneer s and
which much of this history was obtained. Changes and renovations over the years have
altered the building significantly with a new addition and elevator added in 1989. Almost

100 years later, Forest United has welcomed members from churches in the area that

Preac



have closedéArkona, Bet hel , North Plympton, F
Today, we still enjoy an enthusiastic choir, a bustling Sunday School, a warm and friendly

UCW, and a faithful, kind and generous congregation.iLet us be known by t

| ove. 0

Connie Clark Secretary Debbie MacPherson
connie@clarkmail.ca funitedoffice@execulink.com
Forest United Church Photo Credit; Ruth Gallant
Trivia:

What are the four symbols on the north and south windows of the church?

Website question: Who are the present minister and music director at Forest United?


mailto:connie@clarkmail.ca
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Submitted by: John Goudy, Chair of the Offic

Emajpbpudy @scottpetrie.com

Community of FaltdeNama: Pastor al Charge (11 de
Community of FaltbdebLbooati Ontari o
Municipality of Middlesex Cent
County of Middl esex
Photo credits: Hi stori cal phot ogmuagh efdi dmdpos

Presegay photo: Google E2025

Trivia questions:
Under which British hero of the Battle of Tr a
m dshi pman as a boy?

|l l derton United Church has a doppelganger t ha
chur ch | LoLdLHLE L LA LL L0 L0 L0 L)L) L L e o L e e e
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We envision a future with a |l arger Sunday schc

as our world faces constant challenges. We ar
Submitted by: Beth Moyer

Community of Faith: Kilworth United Church, L
Photo credits: Leanna Hess, Beth Moyer

Trivia Questions:

Where would you find the fossils i?n the exter

From the website: Who is Kilworth United Chur
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Trivia Questions

1.Knox United Church in Embr o, Ontari o was f

the region i'mntdrhteureya.r | ywWhla®t country did t he

2. Who was the first minister of Knox Presbyt

Township?



Littlewood United Church
6780 Westdel Bourne, Middlesex Centre

Baker0 s Congregation was established in 1862,
the Westminster Circuit of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. In 1867, land was deeded,
and a frame Church was built on the Delaware - Westminster Township Townline. It
was replacedbyabr i ck buil ding in 1893. A year | ater,
Littlewood Church. At this time the Littlewood community already consisted of a school,
post office, blacksmith shop and later on a store was added.

Over the years, congregants have been faithfully involved in various Church
groups, choirs, Sunday
School, and much more.
Many turkey and beef
suppers were held in the
Church basement.

In 1972, a fire (arson)
caused considerable

damage to the front

entryway, but eight months
later the sanctuary officially reopened.

In 1979, Littlewood was the last remaining Church on the Westminster West
Circuit and the Pastoral Charge was renamed i
partnered with St Andrews Westminster in a AM
successfully carries on today. We continue to support numerous agencies that help

those in need, including a 25 year growing project for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.



We are thankful for the vision and faith of our ancestors that enables us to
Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness. These words appear above the altar in our
Church. You are invited to join us and our Minister Rev. Sue Browning on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 am for coffee, fellowship and worship.
Submitted by : L. Kaiser, editor: J. Baker
Emaili Raqqlls YYT 2 URqlJI H6al H6oNGCROOHYG
Community of Faith: Littlewood United Church
Middlesex Centre

Middlesex County

Photo Credits : L. Kaiser

Trivia Questions

1) What is the date on the cornerstone by the front door?

2) What O6T6 intersection is the church |l ocate


mailto:littewoodunitedchurch@gmail.com

LONDON ROAD WEST UNITED CHURCH
SARNIA, ONTARIO

The first London Road West
Church, rooted in the Wesleyan
Methodist tradition, was established
in 1857 in a small white frame
building 50 rods west of Telfer
Sideroad at the south corner of
Highway #7. A new white frame
building was completed in 1873 on
the north side of the highway, again

40 rods from the corner, on land
donated by a parishioner family.

The current fred brick church, still located at the corner of London Line and Telfer
Side Road, was built in 1923 on the edge of the former Highway #7 leading into Sarnia.
This traditional church building was officially dedicated on October 28, 1923, just two
years before the United Church Union in 1925. They have faithfully served the
surrounding rural community as followers of Christ ever since.

Eventually, due to the ever-increasing traffic and the ongoing expansion of both
the highway and the city of Sarnia, additional property was acquired, and the original brick
church was raised and moved 150 feet back to its current site in 1957. An expansion
occurred in 1960 with the addition of the nave, new kitchen facilities, and a Christian

Education wing, and these facilities became fully accessible in 1988.



The faithful
congregation of London Road
West is known for its
generosity, commitment to the
gospel, devoted choir, and
musical gifts. Our active UCW
group provides meals, pies,
soups, and other fundraising

activities throughout the year,

including an Annual Bazaar.
Congregants actively support local agencies through

an extensive annual Christmas outreach project and a yearly

Lenten initiative, along with other endeavours. They demonstrate a commitment to social

justice by

assisting vulnerable individuals and families facing the impacts of poverty, such as food

insecurity and mental health challenges.

Local organizations, including Sarnia@ Inn of the Good Shepherd, the Petrolia

Refrigerator and Foodbank, Lambton Centre, and the Wellness Centre, receive support,

reflecting their dedication to outreach, social equity, and care and compassion for their

neighbours.

London Road West United Church remains committed to the mission of the gospel and

to being a faithful and essential part of the local community, both now and in the future.

Submitted by Pastor Roxanne Bale, roxanne.bale3@gmail.com

Community of Faith: London Road West United Church, Sarnia ON-Lambton
Photo Credits: Betty Allison

Trivia Questions:
What inscription is inscribed over the front door in the sanctuary?

What year is on the cornerstone of the church?


mailto:roxanne.bale3@gmail.com

Melville United Church 1 Middlesex

Melville United
Church (MUC) is
located at 24159
Nairn Road in the
Township of
Middlesex Centre

(formerly Lobo

Township) and is
approximately a 20-minute drive northwest of the City of London. The congregation dates
back to the 182006s when Scottish settle
1849, a small frame church was b uidongregation
members for a yearly fee. Sunday worship was a full day and included Sunday School for
all, followed by an

English and then Gaelic

service. In 1860, the

olittle fran
dismantled from its
nearby location and
moved to the hamlet of
lvan 1 formerly known as
Inkerman, a  small

community of 50 souls

r

h

wWor

seat



boasting a post office, general store and hotel. In 1869, the church was renamed Melville

Church, likely after Andrew or James Melville, two prominent Presbyterians of that time.

In 1886, the old building was replaced with the current brick church. Records indicate that

all the members volunteered in some capacity to build this lasting example of their faith

where worship is still conducted today.

On December 21, 1924, the Melville congregation met to vote on the challenging subject

of AChurch Uniono and the final vote was 77 f
celebrated their first service as part of the United Church of Canada. More recently, the

MUC congregation committed to future generations building an addition with accessible
washrooms, elevator, meeting room and office space. Like their predecessors, the

members volunteered their time, monies and considerable skills to this project. With this

addition, the MUC faith family, including an active UCW and Sunday School, prioritizes

the worship experience, pastoral care, faith formation for all ages and environmental
stewardship with live-streamed Sunday services, many food-related events, maintaining

a website and social media presence, supporting Canada Food Grains projects, local

homeless shelters and food banks. Most recently, MUC has raised funds to purchase
specialized medical equipment for an individual in need. Demonstrating faith in action
throughout the week for the wider community is a priority and our welcoming space hosts

Art Cafes, Ontario Summer Games Road Races, music concerts, yoga classes, 4-H

groups and more. The MUC family is thankful we continuetoshar e our f orebear

and abiding faith in Goddés | ove with each oth



Trivia Questions:

How many patio stones have been dedicated in the Friendship Space (SW side

of the parking lot entrance)?

What is the name of the hymn quoted on the website welcome page?

(melvilleuc.ca)



file:///C:/Users/anitakox/Desktop/Church/UC%20100th%20Anniversary/melvilleuc.ca

MOUNT ELGI N UNI TEODx fCHURCH

settlers farmed the fertile land. In 1930, the Verschoyle Presbyterian Church (far left),
the Mt Elgin Methodist Church (middle) and the Wesley Memorial Church at Dereham
Centre (right) formeda3-poi ntr plahstbarge of t he UnAllthe
buildings were within 3 miles with each church serving their own unique farming
community. In 2025, family descendants still recount the stories of the fires which
destroyed frame churches and the structural failures of poorly constructed brick clad
churches. But new churches were constructed inspired by the spiritual support of the
circuit riders and the Sunday school classes attended by both children and adults.
Changes in demographics and transportation, closed the churches at Dereham Centre in
1972 and Verschoyle in 2006. Many came to Mt Elgin United Church.

In 2011 when the congregation decided to demolish and rebuild, we worshipped in the
Mt Elgin Community Centre. In 2012, the new Mt Elgin United Church fully accessible
multi-purpose building on one floor was built (pictured above). Surprising to some, but

reminiscent of the faithful history of their collective past, within 3 years the building was

d

Mt El gin United Church

_._..Upper Thames River wate
.north and the Otter Cre
the Foouttihousands of
lbefore col oni al settlem
peoples from many tri be
the centre of t h

spiritual ity the forédsts;t er cl

Chur



paid off! Today, during the week, there are a variety of activities and on Sundays, worship

services are streamed on YouTube. On Wednesday morning there is the Rural Café at

the Community Centre.
As our community becomes increasingly more suburban, our congregation continues our
faith journey. Whet her wedve grown up i
traditions, with our own faith stories of hope amidst adversity of failed structures and fires,
we are all welcomed. We are a - 2 | i
work in progress striving to
become a diversified Christian
community as we celebrate the
joy of Christmas, the deepening

of Lent and Good Friday and the

life of the risen Christ.

Submitted by: Marg Murray, murrayschell@gmail.com
Community of Faith: Mt Elgin United Church, Mt Elgin, Oxford County
Photo Credits: archives, Melissa Boesterd

Trivia Questions:
What inscription is on the stone to the right of the main door?

From the website, when did Pastor Lori Minler begin her service here?

Mt


https://www.youtube.com/@mt.elginunitedchurch/streams
mailto:murrayschell@gmail.com

New Scotland Ridge United Church

Faith shared. Hearts act. Grow with us

e e

The New Scotland Ridge United Church, Rondeau Pastoral Charge is located
on the Corner of new Scotland Line and Kent Bridge Road in the Municipality of
Chatham Kent not far from Rondeau Park. The first service was held September 18,
2022, when the amalgamation of the Ridge Community Church and the New Scotland
United Church of the former Guilds Pastoral Charge became official. As well as having
deep rural roots, these two churches had a history of working together. They can trace
their beginnings to the time of travelling preachers who held church services in homes
and schoolhouses. The first church at the present New Scotland site was dedicated in
1879 by Dr Albert Carman and was called Carman Methodist Episcopal Church. There
is a stone in the flowerbed near the door with Carmen and 1879i on it. In 1925, it was
renamed Carman United Church. The original building was replaced in 1979 and
renamed New Scotland United Church.

The Ridge Community Church sat near the corner of the Ridge Line and Mull
Road for 103 years. It must have been quite a sight in 1919 to see a church building
being moved by log rollers and 19 to 21 teams of horses. Purchased by the Ridge
Presbyterian Community, this building was built on Ellen Street in Blenheim as an



Anglican Church in 1858. The last service at the Ridge Community Church was held on
June 26, 2022. The building was demolished later that year.

Now S -1
)

(")'grgt j0|oghr to be roger and grb ]
community of faith. As once teams of horses pulled together, the members of our
congregation are committed to work and pull together enabling our church to be a light
to the community. We treasure our heritage and build on the past but are open to
change, for without change there cannot be growth. Despite being a relatively small
congregation (average weekly attendance is 38), we uphold the longstanding tradition of
hosting events which draw in people from the greater community. We continue the New
Scotland tradition of hosting a Vacation Bible School each summer. In 2024, 56 children

enjoyed a week of fun and learning at New Scotland Ridge.

Submitted by: Ruth Pilbeam (rlpilbeam@hotmail.com), New Scotland Ridge United
Church
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hosting many events Casirch Upeen t bdbdraoyuugnhet o4f511

Met hodi sts, 31 Presbyterians (from across the
Quakers) and 1 Congregationali st together. A 1
recreational facility in town.anAre xgpddidtiingn Sium
School and renovations have continued to make

today. We ensure a safe place to meet for com
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beyond the community as well as a generous Su|j

refugee sponsor$MnpivensahysYd®dO Norwich Unite
205 years of Worship, Service and Fell owship

Submitted by EIlisabeth Stone

Email address: stone_ge@oxford. net

Trivia Questions:
Wh at circuit i nvol ved the saddleback riders i

Name one eactheftcihmrmagtelrement that contributes
itds Manse Qfo Hbeer intaampeed Val ue?




Olinda Ruthven United Church
Ruthven, Essex

In 1916, our Church was part of
a Methodist Circuit, which
included Ruthven, Olinda, and
Trinity at New California. At the
inauguration of the United
Church in 1925, these 3

congregations became United

Churches, sharing a Minister,
and remaining a 3 point charge
until 1990. The Olinda United Church and the Ruthven United Church voted to

amalgamate at Ruthven on January 22, 1991. That was the birth of the Olinda Ruthven

United Church. From that time forward we remain a part of the Ruthven Pastoral

Charge, with Trinity New California. As a 2 point charge we share a Minister, with

separate Sunday services at each Church, cont

congregations and our community.

As we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada, we look to

the future with guarded optimism. As are many Churches, our Church is faced with

an aging congregation. With this being said, we continue to be proactive in our efforts

to encourage new members to join us in our community of faith. Our Sunday services

are at 9:30am, with both a childrends Sunday
adult class. We also offer our Sunday services as an outreach, through the use of Zoom

and YouTube.



We are blessed to have Blair Hall, as part of
R our Church building. The Hall, offering full

: kitchen facilities, is used by our Church
family, as well as being rented to groups for
special events. Our Church is fully

] : , v ? / {4 accessible, including a lift to our Sanctuary.
At the rear of our building, are beautiful gardens and an Emmaus walking path, within a

park-like setting.

Qur 100th Anniversary committee wil/ be
gardens on Saturday, July 12th. The committee plans to provide live entertainment

and refreshments. This event will be broadly promoted, hoping to encourage

residents of the community to join us for the 100th Anniversary celebrations, while

encouraging those attendees to consider joining our Church family.

Submitted by: Bill Kelly, Chair, Executive Board of Directors (wdkelly0O@gmail.com)
Community of faith: Olinda Ruthven United Church, Ruthven, Essex County

Trivia Questions:

What is the date on the
sandstone on the south side of

our building?

What is the name of our current

charge minister?

hosti



