
 

 

ÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШcŔƚƣŸƖŔĲƚ 
ŔŰШƣőĲШ ŰƣũĲƖШÅŔƻĲƖШìċƣĲƖƚőĲĬШÅĲŊŔŸŰ 

ŸŉШƣőĲ 

ÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШŸŉШ9ċŰċĬċ 

§ŰШŔƣƚШΝΜΜƣőШŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШŸŉШ[ŸƖůċƣŔŸŰ 

ΝΦΞΡШрШΞΜΞΡ 
 

 

 

 

 

ы9ŸůƓƖŔƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШxċŰĬƚШŸŉШƣőĲШfŰĬŔŊĲŰŸƨƚШÂĲŸƓũĲƚШ
ƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШċƖĲċШċŰĬШƣőĲШ9ŸƨŰƣŔĲƚШŸŉШEũŊŔŰЯШEƚƚĲǂЯШuĲŰƣЯШxċůĤƣŸŰШ

~ŔĬĬũĲƚĲǂЯШċŰĬШ§ǂŉŸƖĬь 

 

 

 

 

 ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΞΜΞΡШ 



 

 

EĬŔƣŸƖќƚШ ŸƣĲаШÑőŔƚШŔƚШċШĦŸůƓŔũċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШѢШŰƣũĲƖШÅŔƻĲƖШ
ìċƣĲƖƚőĲĬШÅĲŊŔŸŰШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШcŔƚƣŸƖŔĲƚЮѢ ШÑőċŰťШǃŸƨШƣŸШĲċĦőШ
ŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũоŊƖŸƨƓШƽőŔĦőШƚƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬШċШĤƖŔĲŉШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮ Ш 

ÑőŔƚШŔƚШŰŸƣШƣőĲШ[ŔŰċũШƻĲƖƚŔŸŰШċƚШƣőŔƚШĦċŰШĤĲШƨƓĬċƣĲĬШċƚШŰĲƽШ
ŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƚƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬЮШШÑőŔƚШċƚШƽŔƣőШċũũШƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШƻĲƖƚŔŸŰƚШŔƚШ
ĤĲŔŰŊШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬШĲũĲĦƣƖŸŰŔĦċũũǃЮШШÑőċƣШůĲċŰƚШƣőċƣШŔŉШǃŸƨќĬШũŔťĲШċШ
őċƖĬШĦŸƓǃШыƓƖŔŰƣĲĬШƻĲƖƚŔŸŰьШŸŉШƣőŔƚШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШǃŸƨШĦċŰШĦőŸŸƚĲШƣŸШ
ƓƖŔŰƣШŔƣШċƣШǃŸƨƖШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰЮШШÑőŔƚШċũƚŸШťĲĲƓƚШĦŸƚƣƚШĬŸƽŰЮ 

ÂũĲċƚĲШƚĲŰĬШċŰǃШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШƚƨĤůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚШŸƖШĦŸƖƖĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШƣŸШ
ÅŔĦőċƖĬШ ƨĦťũċŰĬШыƖċƨĦťΞΤѻŊůċŔũЮĦŸůьЮ 
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INDEX (Alphabetically) 

Trivia Questions (& Answers) are posted in the back of this resource. 

Individual Church Questions (only) are located at the bottom of each 

Churchôs History. 

Bedford United Church ï Windsor, Essex 

Belmont United Church - Elgin 

Brinsley United Church ï Middlesex 

Brownôs United Church - Oxford 

Burgessville United Church - Oxford 

 

Central United Church ï St. Thomas, Elgin 

Colborne Street United Church ï London 

College Avenue United Church ï Oxford 

Corunna United Church - Lambton 

 

Darrel S. Moffat Memorial United Church - Tilbury - Chatham Kent 

Dorchester United Church ï Middlesex 

Dundas Street Centre United Church ï London, Middlesex 

 

Emmanuel United Church ï Windsor, Essex 

Epworth United Church ï Kingsville, Essex 

Erie Street United Church ï Ridgetown, Kent 

Etonia United Church - Brant 

Etonia-Princeton United Church - Brant 

 

First United Church ï Elgin 

Forest United Church ï Lambton 

 



Glenwood United Church ï Windsor, Essex 

Grace United Church ï Sarnia, Lambton 

 

Ilderton United Church - Middlesex 

 

Kilworth United Church ï Middlesex 

Knox United Church ï Oxford 

 

Littlewood United Church ï Middlesex 

London Road West ï Sarnia, Lambton 

 

Melville United Church ï Middlesex 

Mount Elgin ï Oxford  

 

New Scotland Ridge United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

Norwich United Church - Oxford 

 

Olinda Ruthven United Church - Essex 

 

Peace United Church ï Oxford 

Pearce-Williams Summer Camp & Retreat Facility ï Elgin 

Princeton United Church - Oxford 

 

Richards Memorial United Church ï London, Middlesex 

Rowntree Memorial United Church ï London, Middlesex 

 

Shiloh-Inwood United Church ï Lambton 



Sprucedale United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

St. Andrewôs United Church ï Brooksdale, Oxford 

St. Andrewôs United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

St. Andrewôs United Church ï St. Thomas, Elgin 

St. Andrewôs-Westminster United Church - Middlesex 

St. Clair United Church - Aajmjiwnaang First Nation Lambton  

St. Davidôs United Church ï Woodstock, Oxford 

St. Johnôs Botany United Church - Kent Bridge, ON - Kent 

St. Lukeôs United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

St. Lukeôs United Church ï Sarnia, Lambton 

St. Paulôs UC ï Tillsonburg. Oxford 

St. Paulôs-Victoria Avenue United - Kent Centre/Chatham 

 

Talbot Street United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

Talbotville United Church ï Elgin 

Thamesville United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

Thorndale United Church ï Middlesex 

Trinity United Church ï Glencoe, Middlesex 

Trinity United Church and Community Centre ï London, Middlesex 

Trinity United Church ï Ingersoll, Oxford 

Turin United Church ï Thamesville, Chatham-Kent 

 

Union United Church - Elgin 

 

Villages United Church ï Granton, Middlesex 

 

White Oaks United Church - London 



INDEX  (Geographically) 

Brant County 

Etonia United Church 

Etonia ï Princteon United Church 

 

Elgin County 

Belmont United Church - Belmont 

Central United Church ï St. Thomas 

First United Church ï St. Thomas 

Pearce-Williams Summer Camp & Retreat Facility ï Iona 

St. Andrewôs United Church ï St. Thomas 

Talbotville United Church  

Union United Church 

 

Essex County 

Bedford United Church ï Windsor 

Emmanuel United Church ï Windsor 

Epworth United Church ï Kingsville 

Glenwood United Church ï Windsor 

Olinda Ruthven United Church  

  



 

Kent County 

Darrel S. Moffat Memorial United Church - Tilbury  

Erie Street United Church ï Ridgetown 

New Scotland Ridge United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

St. Andrewôs United Church ï Chatham 

Sprucedale United Church  

St. Johnôs Botany United Church - Kent Bridge 

St. Lukeôs United Church  

St. Paulôs-Victoria Avenue United, Kent Centre/Chatham 

Talbot Street United Church ï Chatham-Kent 

Thamesville United Church  

Turin United Church ï Thamesville 

 

Lambton County 

Corunna United Church 

Forest United Church  

Grace United Church ï Sarnia 

London Road West ï Sarnia 

Shiloh-Inwood United Church  

St. Clair United Church - Aajmjiwnaang First Nation   

St. Lukeôs United Church ï Sarnia 

  



 

Middlesex County 

Brinsley United Church  

Colborne Street United Church - London 

Dorchester United Church 

Dundas Street Centre United Church ï London 

Ilderton United Church  

Kilworth United Church  

Littlewood United Church  

Melville United Church  

Richards Memorial United Church ï London 

Rowntree Memorial United Church ï London 

St. Andrewôs-Westminster United Church 

Thorndale United Church 

Trinity United Church - Glencoe 

Trinity United Church and Community Centre ï London 

Villages United Church ï Granton 

White Oaks United Church - London 

 

Oxford County 

Brownôs United Church  

Burgessville United Church  

College Avenue United Church ï Woodstock 

Knox United Church ï Embro 

Mount Elgin United Church  

Norwich United Church  

Peace United Church 



Princeton United Church 

St. Andrewôs United Church ï Brooksdale 

St. Davidôs United Church ï Woodstock 

St. Paulôs UC ï Tillsonburg 

 

Trinity United Church ï Ingersoll  



7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШ 

ыìŔŰĬƚŸƖЯШEƚƚĲǂь 

7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШŔƚШċШůƨĦőШƕƨŔĲƣĲƖШĦőƨƖĦőШ

ƣőĲƚĲШĬċǃƚЯШĤƨƣШŔƣШƽċƚШƣőĲШƣċƖŊĲƣШŸŉШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰШĤċĦťШ

ŔŰШƣőĲШΝΦΞΜƚЮШÑőĲШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣƚШĤċĦťШƣőĲŰЯШůŸƖĲШ

ƣőċŰШċŰǃШŸƣőĲƖШƖĲũŔŊŔŸƨƚШĬĲŰŸůŔŰċƣŔŸŰЯШĤƖŸƨŊőƣШ

ŔŰШƓƖŸőŔĤŔƣŔŸŰЮШШÑőĲШǯƖƚƣШƚċĬĬũĲĤċĦťШƓƖĲċĦőĲƖШ

ŰĲċƖũǃШĬŔĲĬШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШőĲƖĲШы ċƣőċŰШ7ċŰŊƚьЯШċШŉƨƣƨƖĲШ

ÂƖŔůĲШ ~ŔŰŔƚƣĲƖШ ы ũĲǂċŰĬĲƖШ ~ċĦťĲŰǍŔĲьШ ƖċŰШ

ÉƨŰĬċǃШ ƚĦőŸŸũЯШ ċŰĬШ ċŰŸƣőĲƖШ ыÅĲƻĲƖĲŰĬШ sŸőŰШ

§ƚƽċũĬШxĲƚũŔĲШÉƓƖċĦťũŔŰьШŊċŔŰĲĬШŔŰŉċůǃШŉŸƖШťŔũũŔŰŊШ

ċШƓƖŸőŔĤŔƣŔŸŰШĤċƖƣĲŰĬĲƖЮШ 

7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШĦċŰШƣƖċĦĲШƣőċƣШƖŸƨƣĲШĤċĦťШƣŸШƣőĲШ

ůŔŰŔƚƣƖǃШŸŉШ ċƣőċŰШĤċŰŊƚШƽőŸШŸŰШƨŊƨƚƣШΝΥЯШΝΥΜΠШƓƖĲċĦőĲĬШőŔƚШǯƖƚƣШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШŔŰШƣőĲШ

ŸũĬШĦŸƨƖƣőŸƨƚĲШŔŰШ~ċĦťĲŰǍŔĲШcċũũЮШШfŰШΝΥΟΥШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШ9őƨƖĦőШƽċƚШĤƨŔũƣШŸŰШ~ŔũũШÉƣƖĲĲƣШ

ċŰĬШƽċƚШŸǭŔĦŔċũũǃШŸƖŊċŰŔǍĲĬШċƚШċШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰЮШfŰШΝΦΜΣШƣőĲШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШ

ƖĲĬШĤƖŔĦťШĦőƨƖĦőШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƽċƚШĤƨŔũƣЯШċƣШŔƣƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШċĬĬƖĲƚƚШΟΟΠΜШ

ÉċŰĬƽŔĦőШÉƣƖĲĲƣЯШċŰĬШŰċůĲĬШÉċŰĬƽŔĦőШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШ9őƨƖĦőЮШ7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШ

őċƚШċШƻĲƖǃШĦŸũŸƖŉƨũШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШċŰĬШƚŸůĲШŊƖĲċƣШƚƣŸƖŔĲƚШĤĲőŔŰĬШƣőĲШƓũċĦĲЮШШ

ΝΦΝΥрΝΦΞΝШÉċŰĬƽŔĦőШ~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШƽċƚШůŔŰŔƚƣĲƖĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШŊƨŰШƣŸƣŔŰŊШ

~ĲƣőŸĬŔƚƣШůŔŰŔƚƣĲƖЯШƣőĲШÅĲƻĲƖĲŰĬШsŸőŰШ§ƚƽċũĬШxĲƚũŔĲШÉƓƖċĦťũŔŰЮШ

 ŸƣŸƖŔŸƨƚШ ċƚШ ƣőĲШ ǯŊőƣŔŰŊШ ÂċƖƚŸŰЯШ ƽőŸШ ĦċƖƖŔĲĬШ őŔƚШ ЮΠΡШ 9ŸũƣШ

ĲƻĲƖǃƽőĲƖĲШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƓƖŸőŔĤŔƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШĦŸůƓċƖĲĬШƣŸШìǃċƣƣШ

EċƖƓЮШΝΦΦΞШƣőĲШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰƚШŸŉШÉċŰĬƽŔĦőШċŰĬШ9ċũƻċƖǃШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ

ŢŸŔŰĲĬШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШċŰĬШƖĲŰċůĲĬШƣőĲШĦőƨƖĦőШ7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬЮШШ 

 

 

ÂőŸƣŸЮĤǃЮsƨĬǃЮfŰŉċŰƣŔ 

ÅŸĤĲƖƣЮ]ĲŸƖŊĲЮÉƣĲƻĲŰƚŸŰЮё7ŸĤеЮΤΣΣЮǃĲċƖƚЮŸũĬђЮŔƚЮċЮůĲůĤĲƖЮŸŉЮƣőŔƚЮ
ĦőƨƖĦőЮċŰĬЮőċƚЮĤĲĲŰЮƚŔŰĦĲЮƣőĲЮċŊĲЮŸŉЮΤΫзЮŸƻĲƖЮΫΦЮǃƖƚдЮÑőĲЮĦĲƖĲůŸŰǃЮ
ƽċƚЮŔŰЮÅĲƻдЮ?дxдЮ]ŸƖĬŸŰѢƚЮŸǭŔĦĲЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮ~ċŰƚĲЮŔŰЮΤάΧΥд 



ƣШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЯШċƚШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЯШǃŸƨШĦċŰШĤƨƚШƣŸƨƖШƣőĲШĲƖċШŸŉШƓƖŸőŔĤŔƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШEŰĦŸƖĲШ

ÂƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰƚШƽőŔĦőШŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚШċШƚƣŸƓШċƣШ7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőЮШòŸƨќũũШĤĲШůĲƣШĤǃШƣőĲШìŸůĲŰќƚШ

ÑĲůƓĲƖċŰĦĲШ~ŸƻĲůĲŰƣШċŰĬШũĲċƖŰШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШǯŊőƣŔŰŊШÂċƖƚŸŰЮШШ 

7ĲĬŉŸƖĬШŔƚШŰŸƽШċШƚůċũũĲƖШĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШůĲůĤĲƖƚШőċƻŔŰŊШ 

ƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШŔŰШĬŸŔŰŊШsĲƚƨƚќШƽŸƖťЮШ 

ÉƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬШĤǃаШsƨĬǃШfŰŉċŰƣŔШШEůċŔũаШŢƨĬǃЮŔŰŉċŰƣŔѻǃċőŸŸЮĦŸůШ 

 

 

ÑƖŔƻŔċШÄƨĲƚƣŔŸŰаШШìőĲƖĲШŔƚШƣőĲШ[ŔŊőƣŔŰŊШÂċƖƚŸŰќƚШƓőŸƣŸШőċŰŊŔŰŊШċƣШ7ĲĬŉŸƖĬе 

  

mailto:judy.infanti@yahoo.com


Belmont  United  Church   

Belmont,  Elgin  

Our Church  Mission  : To be a welcoming community of faith offering support and 

encouragement  

as we celebrate Godôs love.   Our Motto  ï ñHere For  Youò 

 
Our story began August 20, 1853 with the 

formation of the Belmont Circuit (seven 

churches, later fourteen). In 1856 Thomas 

Nugent donated land for a Wesleyan 

Methodist church and two others. The 

Methodists built a white-frame church on 

the present property. This building was 

moved three times (now at 14126 Belmont Road). The present building was opened 

November 24, 1889. Over the years, updates and renovations have been made. In 1980, 

an addition was dedicated (Fellowship meeting room, office, washroom, nursery and 

kitchen). Many memorial gifts were received (stained-glass windows, church furnishings, 

etc.). Our belfry bell came from St. Georgeôs Anglican - cast in 1871. We have installed 

two platform lifts to make our church fully accessible, air-conditioning, and cushioned 



pews. In 2024, a memorial garden, providing a pleasant place to meditate and rest, was 

created. Many fundraisers 

(suppers, concerts, pies) are held. 

We have a benevolent fund for 

local people in need and we collect 

food and clothing to give to 

distributing organizations. The 

choir has been active since 1889. 

Womenôs groups have always 

been an important support since 

1890. Koffee Klatch, a social group, meets weekly. We have a vibrant VBS and Sunday 

School. We hope to attract more young families and new members to carry on where we 

leave off. We have hard working people in our congregation and an excellent minister to 

keep our hopes up as we strive to serve God, our community, and the world. 

Submitted by Jim Moore (with acknowledgement to former historians - Evelyn Moore, 

Betty Lou Robbins, and Peggy Wilson.) 

Email: info@belmontunitedchurch.ca      Website: www@belmontunitedchurch.ca 

Community of Faith: Belmont United Church, 245 College Street, Belmont, ON 

(Elgin County,  ARWRC - formerly Middlesex Presbytery) 

Photo Credits: Donna Draper 

Trivia Questions: 

What year did the St Georgeôs Anglican Church bell get installed at Belmont United?  

Who does the baptismal font (at the front of the sanctuary) commemorate and what year? 
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7ƖŔŰƚũĲǃШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШрШ~ŔĬĬũĲƚĲǂ 

Located in the Hamlet of Brinsley, on 

Brinsley Road, North of Ailsa Craig, 

plans for the church were started as 

early as 1913.  The land for the church 

was donated by John Trevithick.  The 

congregations of Marrôs Hill (founded in 

1865), Ebenezer (founded in 1860), 

Eden (founded in 1878) and West 

Church (founded in 1858) decided to 

join together.  It was these four 

churches that formed the Brinsley 

Methodist Congregation opening their 

doors for their dedication services on January 22, 1922.  There are seven beautiful 

stained glass windows surrounding the church that were donated by the children of the 

church, the Ladies Aid, the Young People and in loving 

memory of some family members.  A very special 

window recognizes that brave souls who answered 

their countryôs call and gave the ultimate sacrifice.  The 

church was then known as Brinsley Methodist until 

1925 when it became Brinsley United Church, part of 

ñThe United Church of Canada.ò  Brinsley was 

connected with Crediton and Ailsa Craig, but after 

union, boundaries were aligned with Ailsa Craig and 

Carlisle until October 12, 2022.  The three churches 

separated at that time and became individual 

churches.  Our congregation had decided to continue 

with Sunday School every Sunday and Youth Group 

once a month from September through May.  We hire 

a speaker for special church services about six times 

per year.  The Sunday School has supported a child 



through Compassion Canada since 1997.  The church supports the Local Food Bank, the 

VON and the community we live in.  

 

 

 

Trivia: Brinsley United Church is very proud of their stained-glass windows, which 

are in memory of different family members over the years. How many beautify 

stained-glass windows are there? 

There is a brick indicating the year for which the church was built. Can you find it? 

What year was it?  

  



 
 

 .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 

.Ǌƻǿƴǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
ƘŀŘ ŦŜǿ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
¦ǊŜƴ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘ п ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƻǊŜǎ 5ŀǾƛǎΤ о 
ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ōǳƛƭǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƘŀƴǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ 

мунлϥǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦŜǿ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ 
LƴƎŜǊǎƻƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǎŀǿƳƛƭƭ ƛƴ tǳǘƴŀƳǾƛƭƭŜΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
ŦŜŜŘΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ 
ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜƴǝŦǳƭ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŀƴǝǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǧƭŜΦ {ƘŜŜǇ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΦ  
 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ 
aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ! ƴŜǿ   ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ннΣ мфлрΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀȅΥ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   
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9ċŰċĬċШŔŰШΝΦΞΡЮШШ[ŸƖůĲƖũǃШŔƣШƽċƚШ
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ĬĲƚƣƖŸǃĲĬШĤǃШǯƖĲШŔŰШΝΦΤΡЮШШ ĲƽШ?ƨƖőċůШ9őƨƖĦőШƽċƚШĬĲƚƣƖŸǃĲĬШĤǃШċШƣŸƖŰċĬŸШŔŰШΝΦΤΦЮШ

 ĲƽċƖťШċŰĬШ7ƨƖŊĲƚƚƻŔũũĲШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬШΝΜΜШǃĲċƖƚШŸŉШƽŸƖťŔŰŊШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШĤƨƣШƚĲƓċƖċƣĲĬШŔŰШΞΜΜΠШ

ƽŔƣőШ ƣőĲШ ƓĲƖůŔƚƚŔŸŰШ ŸŉШ §ǂŉŸƖĬШ ÂƖĲƚĤǃƣĲƖǃЮШ ÉŔŰĦĲШ ΞΜΜΠШ7ƨƖŊĲƚƚƻŔũũĲШ ÖŰŔƣĲĬШ 9őƨƖĦőШ

ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŸŉШŉċŔƣőШőċƚШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬШƣŸШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШőĲũƓШŸŉШxŔĦĲŰƚĲĬШxċǃШìŸƖƚőŔƓШxĲċĬĲƖƚШ

ċŰĬШƕƨċƖƣĲƖũǃШĦŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШШƖĲƣŔƖĲĬШůŔŰŔƚƣĲƖƚЮШШìĲШĦŸƻĲŰċŰƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШ ŰƣũĲƖШÅŔƻĲƖШ

ìċƣĲƖƚőĲĬШÅĲŊŔŸŰШŸŰШ~ċƖĦőШΝЯШΞΜΞΜЮШШ7ƨƖŊĲƚƚƻŔũũĲШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШŔƚШŔŰШƣőĲШĦĲŰƣƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ

ƻŔũũċŊĲШŸŉШ7ƨƖŊĲƚƚƻŔũũĲШŸŰШőŔŊőƽċǃШмΡΦШŔŰШ§ǂŉŸƖĬШĦŸƨŰƣǃЮШШÑőĲШƖĲĬШĤƖŔĦťШĦőƨƖĦőШƽċƚШĤƨŔũƣШŔŰШ

ΝΥΥΦШċŰĬШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲƚШƣŸШĤĲШƨƚĲĬШĤǃШŸƣőĲƖШŊƖŸƨƓƚШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŉŸƖШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШĤċǍċċƖƚЮШШ

Ш]ŸŸŊũĲШůċƓШŸŉƣĲŰШƓũċĦĲƚШƨƚШŔŰШ ŸƖƽŔĦőвƽƖŸŰŊвШƚŸШĬŸŰќƣШƨƚĲШ]ÂÉгШШ§ƨƖШ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰШ



ƚƣċƣĲůĲŰƣШƽċƚШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШƽĲĲťĲŰĬШƓƨũƓŔƣШůŔŰŔƚƣƖǃШŸŉШÅĲƻЮШuĲŰƣШ]ċƖƖĲƣƣШыΞΜΝΜрΞΜΝΡьШ

ƣőċƣШƽĲШШљĬĲƚŔƖĲЮƣŸЮůŔŰŔƚƣĲƖЮƣŸЮƣőĲЮŰĲĲĬƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮċŰĬЮĤĲǃŸŰĬѠд 

 

Dates came from records in Norwich archives and were shared by Blanche Porchak  

and Janie Shaafsma. 

  



Calvary  United  Church,  London  

Calvary United Church began in 1890 as a 

mission field of Wellington Street Methodist 

Church in London, Ontario. At that time, 

houses were starting to be built south of the 

Thames Riverðbut next to no Methodist 

churches. The project started in a private 

home on Emery Street with Sunday 

meetings for worship, and a Wednesday mission school. After two years the founding 

church on Wellington Street purchased a lot near the southwest corner of Emery and High 

Streets, where volunteers from the new congregation built a white frame building called 

High Street Methodist Mission.  

Until 1910 the Mission was led by volunteers and by student ministers. That year the 

Mission hired its first ordained minister, who oversaw the purchase of a larger  lot about 

750 metres west. The original frame building was pulled on logs to the new site, and 

renamed Ridout Street Methodist Church.  

The congregation began fundraising to build a larger, more permanent brick church, 

which opened in September 1914. In 1925 after church union the name changed again, 

to Calvary United Church. The congregation built and dedicated a Sunday School wing 

in 1939, and another new Christian Education wing in 1958. 

The congregation celebrated its 125th anniversary in 2015, and is still active, serving 

Londonôs Old South residents and others with ordained leadership, groups for adults, 

women, youth, and children, and space for a host of religious and other neighbourhood 



activities, such as monthly 

Community Breakfasts, a 

Pollinator Garden, monthly Jazz 

Vespers, and a community nursery 

school which operated at Calvary 

from 1951 to 2024.  

Calvary became Affirming in 2024. 

Looking to the future, Calvary has 

joined with 3 other southwest 

London United Churches in a 2-year Collaborative Ministry project, 4 churches sharing 3 

full-time ministersðthe first configuration of its kind in Antler River Watershed Region. 

 

Trivia : 

Who was the first ordained minister of what is now known as Calvary United Church?  

Calvary is one of probably very few United Churches in Antler River Watershed Region 

with a stained glass window depicting a canoe ride. Where is this window located? 

  

Calvary Jazz Vespers November 2023 



CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH, ST. THOMAS  

Originally founded as a mission church in May 1874 by Rev. A.E. Griffith from the 

Methodist Episcopal Conference, the first service was held in the Ladiesô Waiting Room 

of the Canada Southern Railway Station. On October 15, 1874, Central Methodist 

Church, located on the corner of Moore and Wellington Streets, was dedicated. By 1894 

there had been two additions so, in 1897, having outgrown the building again, a new 

building was constructed on the same site driven by a famous team of evangelists, 

Crossley and Hunter. Designed by the same 

architect as Massey Hall, Sidney R. 

Badgley, the sanctuary is 

noted for having "amazing 

acoustics" and   beautiful 

stained-glass windows. 

Renamed in 1925, Central United Church improved physical accessibility with a 

parking lot in the 70ôs created by purchasing three adjacent lots, ramps in the 80ôs. and 

installing a lift to all three levels and two accessible washrooms in ô97 (a third was added 

later). In 2013 monitors installed in the Sanctuary improved visual accessibility.  In 2022, 

a mural depicting diversity and inclusion was added to the west wall of the 

gym/class/meeting rooms built in the 1950/60. 

        Home to the Inn Out of the Cold from 2010 to 2022, Central United continues to live 

out its governing value of Building a Caring Community for all People every day, including 

Sundays.



  

Now, the church is facilitating Our 

Place Respite Inc. becoming an 

incorporated ministry of the 

United Church of Canada. 

Central continues to function as a 

community and faith center for 

many groups while raising 

awareness and funds for 

organizations both within St. Thomas and beyond. 

                           

Submitted by Kathryn Fletcher, fletcherfamily@rogers.com 

Community of Faith: Central United Church, St. Thomas, Elgin County 

Photo Credits:  

Photo One: Central United Celebrates 150 Years October 20, 2024, submitted by 

Betty Field     (Written or email consent obtained from all choir members). 

Photo Two: Beginning of Hope by DERKZ submitted by Betty Field  

Trivia : 

1. What does the largest stained-glass window on the east wall of the sanctuary 

depict  

2. What organization performs a British Style pantomime at Central each fall?    

mailto:fletcherfamily@rogers.com


COLBORNE STREET UNITED CHURCH 

London 

In 1853 London had a population 

of roughly 10,000 and extended 

north to Huron Street.  Though the 

district between Piccadilly and 

Huron Streets was sparsely 

settled, the members of North 

Street Church looked to the future 

and decided to start a mission in 

St. Georgeôs ward.  This marked the beginning of what would eventually become 

Colborne Street church. 

The mission consisted of a single building measuring 30ô x 40ô located on the north side 

of St. James Street, a short distance east of Waterloo Street. The lot was donated by 

John and W. Carling and the cost of the church came in at 210 pounds, not including 

furnishings.  

At first the church was known as St. Georgeôs, but records show that the first reference 

to the church in September 1854 as being St. James Street Church. 

On January 4, 1859, during a rowdy political election campaign in London, the church 

was burned to the ground.  Members were granted the use of St. Georgeôs School as a 

place of worship and took up the challenge of raising money for a new Church. Once 

sufficient funds had been raised, a new site was chosen, and the lot on St. James Street 

was exchanged for one on the north side of Pall Mall Street near Colborne Street.  The 



tender of Edward Garratt at 

$770.00 was accepted.  The 

building was 30ô x 40ô and 

bore the inscription in marble 

on the front of the church: 

ñWesleyan Methodist 

Church, AD 1859.ò  

The building was insured for $800.00, and it was decided to rent the centre pews for $3.00 

each and the side pews for $2.00 each. The Chapel Keeper, Mrs. Holland, received a 

stipend of $36.00 per annum. 

In 1888, due to the rapid growth of the district and of membership in the Pall Mall 

Church, it was decided to secure a site for a new church.  The old site was exchanged 

with Mr. John Christie for a new location, 100ô x 130ô on the southwest corner of Colborne 

and Piccadilly Streets, finally establishing what is known today as Colborne Street United 

Church. 

The church was dedicated on December 15, 1889. The total cost of the building was 

$18,174.70. The cost of the furnishings was $900.00 and was defrayed by the Ladies Aid.  

The mortgage was burned on November 17, 1913, and in 1925 Colborne Street Methodist 

Church voted to join the United Church of Canada. Colborne Street United Church enjoys 

a rich history, but more important, it looks forward to a vibrant, bold, and daring future! 

 

Submitted by: Frank Staples (fwstaples@gmail.com) 

Community of Faith:  Colborne Street United Church, London, Middlesex County 

 



Trivia: 

In what year was the church at the corner of Colborne and Piccadilly Streets dedicated?  

From the website:  Who is the minister currently serving our church?  

  



College Avenue United Church 
 

Woodstock, Oxford 
 
In the late 1880ôs, Woodstock was in need of another Methodist church in, what was at 

that time, the east end of the city.  The Norwich Avenue Methodist Mission opened its 

doors in 1889.  The church soon outgrew this building and a new location was needed.  

A suitable site on College Avenue was selected but at the last minute, the congregation 

chose a more 

desirable property 

on a different street.  

For some strange 

reason they 

retained the name 

College Avenue.  

The present 

sanctuary was 

constructed and 

fully furnished for $10,000!  In 1908, a Warren pipe organ was installed, which is still in 

use every Sunday.  Additions in 1924, 1956 and 1969 have made the church a 

considerable presence in what is now the centre of Woodstock.  The building is in use 7 

days per week, not only by the congregation but also by various social services and 

cultural groups.  It is a very exciting time to be part of College Avenue and God has a 

great plan for the next 136 years! 

 



Submitted by: Kevin Anderson handkanderson@hotmail.com 
 
Community of Faith: College Avenue United Church, Woodstock, Oxford County 
 
Photo credits: Marilyn Krueger 
 
Trivia Questions: On what street is College Avenue located?   
 
What year was the present sanctuary constructed? 

  



 

Corunna United Church - Corunna, Lambton 

 While the United Church of Canada is celebrating its wonderful and impressive 

centennial in 2025, the people of Corunna United also have another reason to celebrate: 

this year marks our 170th anniversary as a worshiping space within the village that looks 

out over the St. Clair River, the village that was originally slated to be the capital of 

Canada in 1823, but was moved inland to Ottawa after the War of 1812 to secure the 

nation's capital from any potential American attacks out of next-door Michigan. 

 The first preaching service that developed into our church was held in 1851 by a 

Wesleyan Methodist, Rev. E. White.  A building on downtown Hill Street was completed 

in 1855, marking the official start of the Corunna congregation.  It was changed from its 

original wooden structure to brick in 1927, two years after the creation of the United 

Church of Canada.  During WWII and soon after, Lambton County experienced 

phenomenal growth due to the birth of the petro-chemical industry in nearby Sarnia, 

allowing Corunna United's congregation to swell to such numbers in the Sunday School 

(from 140 to over 400!) that an expansion to the church building was necessary. At this 



time, Corunna United was part of a larger pastoral charge that included the nearby 

communities of Courtright and Sixth Line, but by 1956 Corunna United became a self-

supporting congregation. 

 Among the other major upgrades to the church were the purchases of a new organ, 

pulpit, lectern, Communion altar, and Baptismal font.  In 1987, a wheelchair-accessible 

elevator was installed.  In 2022, after many years of being a half-time pastoral charge, 

the congregation felt they could afford to return to full-time ministry, which proved 

successful as while other churches in Corunna were sadly forced to close down, our 

weekly attendance numbers steadily grew.  A lot of the reason behind that falls on the 

congregation who joyfully welcome one and all to not only the worship services, but into 

a vast array of volunteer positions (if they feel comfortable doing so).  Food prep for 

outreach is the biggest draw, and it is nothing to watch 30-35 volunteers (almost all 

seniors in their 70's and 80's) make and sell 1000 or more fruit, meat, chicken, or turkey 

pies in less than three days, between 

6-8 times per year in addition to 

hosting various suppers for 

community functions!  We joke that if 

you come to Corunna United, you'd 

better enjoy eating because that's 

what you'll be doing a lot of!  Truly, 

this is the place to visit! 

 

Corunna United is located at 198 Hill 

Street, Corunna, Ontario, a 12-

minute drive south of Sarnia. 

 

Written by Rev. Bob Mercer: 

mercercuc@gmail.com 

Corunna United is part of St. Clair 

Township, in Lambton County. 



Outside photo of Corunna United is by Penny Parker.  Inside sanctuary photo is by Connie 

Capes-Leslie, DLM.  All participants' likenesses have been consented to. 

Trivia: We need a good amount of storage space for not only our many pies, but also the 

ingredients.  How many deep freezes do we have on our premises?    

In 2024, Jim Randall designed and built a Little Free Library for outside the church, 

mirroring the look of Corunna United.  How long did it take him to complete this project?    

  



Darrel S. Moffat Memorial United Church  

Tilbury - Chatham Kent 
 

 

The first Canada Presbyterian Church of Tilbury Centre was built in 1887, and 

served the congregation until 1924, when the Darrel S Moffat Memorial Church 

(DSM) was opened that year. When Church Union took place the next June of 1925, 

the name was changed to the Darrel S Moffat 

Memorial United Church. In 1927, the Tilbury 

Methodists made the move to the DSM UC 

Building, and the old Methodist Church was moved 

beside the new church to serve as the Church Hall. 

The present Church Hall was built in 1950. 

The Darrel S Moffat United Church was part of  

a two point Charge with Quinn 

United Church (7 kilometers South of 

Tilbury). In 1884, the Presbyterians 

built the wood frame building which 

was used as Quinn Presbyterian and in 

1925 Quinn United Church. In 2014, 

the Quinn congregation disbanded. The 

ÑŔũĤƨƖǃЮ9ĲŰƣƖĲЮÂƖĲƚĤǃƣĲƖŔċŰЮ9őƨƖĦőЮцЮΤάΣΤ 

?ċƖƖĲũЮÉЮ~ŸǭċƣЮÖŰŔƣĲĬЮ9őƨƖĦőЮшЮƽŔŰƣĲƖЮΥΣΥΧЮŉƖŸŰƣ 



building was sold to the local farmer who reclaimed the land as farmland.  

Today, Darrel S Moffat Memorial United Church is part of a 4 church ï 3 Pastoral 

Charge Ministry Sharing Agreement. We continue to worship every other week with 

20 to 30 at worship. Darrel S Moffat serves the wider Tilbury Community, helping 

the Tilbury Food Bank (financially and with supplies), Monthly Services at the 

Tilbury Manor Nursing Home, and working with the Tilbury Legion with their 

Remembrance Day Services. The congregation 

presently meets in the accessible Church Hall, 

and leases the Sanctuary to the Christian 

Congregation of Canada church that meets on 

Saturday nights. May God continue to bless our 

ministries. 

 

Submitted by: Andrea Webb Price and Reverend Eric Skillings; 

Website: www.Facebook.com/DSMUnitedChurch 

Email:  dsmunitedchurch@gmail.com 

Community of Faith:   

Darrel S Moffat Memorial United Church 

Tilbury, Chatham Kent, Ontario 

Photo Credits: Humphrey Rogers and Eric Skillings 

ÉƓċŊőĲƣƣŔШÉƨƓƓĲƖШ~ċƖĦőШΞΜΞΡ 

cċũũШĬĲĦŸƖċƣĲĬШŔŰШfƣċũŔċŰШƣőĲůĲ 

http://www.facebook.com/DSMUnitedChurch
mailto:dsmunitedchurch@gmail.com


 

Trivia Questions: 

1. When were the LED lights installed in the Church Hall?   

2. What year was the present day Darrel S Moffat Memorial Church opened?  

  



Dorchester United Church  
Middlesex  

 From its beginnings in 1856 to the 

present, Dorchester United Church has 

been an important community of faith in 

the town of Dorchester. In its early 

years, many local and immigrant 

families joined to worship, build, 

organize, and care for each other and 

their neighbours as the Wesleyan 

Methodist Church. Smaller 

communities would have joined 

together initially, first in a one-room schoolhouse, until more permanent buildings were 

built, or communities grew to begin their own church. In 1889, the current church building 

was completed and dedicated by October of that year, with an estimated cost of $5,500.  

By 1925, the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in Canada decided to amalgamate as 

the new United Church of Canada. Both congregations in Dorchester decided in favour 

of uniting as well, taking two years to merge and choosing the current church building as 

their location for the new Dorchester United Church. Since then, we have been blessed 

by the merger of Crumlin United Church (2013) and Dorchester Presbyterian Church 

(2024) members. 

Over the years, many dedicated congregants have come and gone through our church 

doors, many updates and renovations have occurred to the building (electricity and 

heating, kitchen and classroom spaces, elevators and screens), and many helping 

hands have shared the love of God in their community. DUC is known for its care of 

congregants and community through Sunday worship services, weekly gatherings 

(coffee and education), community programs (Holy Diner, Immigrant sponsorship, 

Dorchester Foodbank), and its many fundraising events to bless these programs. May 



we continue to be faithful to the Spiritôs work in us and our community.            

 

Submitted by: Carol Reid, Grace Van Harten (dorchesteruc.secretary@gmail.com);   Community 

of Faith: Dorchester United Church, Dorchester, Middlesex County;    Photo Credits: Carol Reid 

Trivia Questions:  

Does Dorchester United Church have an online presence?  

How old is the current building where Dorchester United Church worships?  

  

mailto:dorchesteruc.secretary@gmail.com


Dundas Street Centre United Church 

London, ON - Middlesex 

 

We began in 1846 as a group of 

British and American Methodists 

meeting for prayer and worship in a 

small cottage on Adelaide Street 

near Bathurst. In 1856 a house was 

rented for worship on Adelaide 

Street while plans were being made 

for construction of a church. By 

1860 a frame church, able to 

accommodate 300 people, had 

been built on the northeast corner of 

Adelaide and King Streets. Adelaide 

Methodist Church, as it was called, 

was sold later to the Anglicans and then to 

the Baptists. Wooded property at the 

corner of Dundas and Maitland Streets 

was purchased in 1869. The yellow-brick, 

Gothic-style Dundas Street Wesleyan 

Methodist Church was dedicated on April 

3, 1870. In 1876 it was named Dundas 

Street Centre Methodist Church to 

distinguish it from Dundas Street East 

Methodist Church built in 1874. Dundas 

Street Centre Methodist Church burned to 

the ground on February 13, 1895, but was 

quickly replaced with the present red-brick 

building, built in the Romanesque Revival 

style that was popular during the Victorian 



era. The cornerstone was laid July 1, 1895. The Sunday School Auditorium was 

completed first and dedicated on October 24, 1895; the new Sanctuary was dedicated on 

May 24, 1896.  The pipe organ, a powerful three-manual Casavant, was installed in 1930. 

In 1962, the church was expanded to include Shambleau Hall, which housed Christian 

education classrooms and a gym.  The unique Sanctuary was given a heritage 

designation by the city in 1985; it is recognized for its semicircular freestanding balcony, 

its beautiful Victorian stained glass windows and dome and its wonderful acoustics.  In 

1991 the narthex and exterior also received a heritage designation.  Many changes have 

occurred over the years.  Just recently, Shambleau Hall and the gym were modified to 

provide rental space for a daycare and the Apostles Continuation Church International.  

Ours is a mission-oriented church with a long history of reaching out to the community 

and working in partnership with other non-profit agencies to provide spiritual, mental and 

physical wellness to those in need. 

 

Submitted by: Diane Cuppels (dcuppels@sympatico.ca), Jim Traquair 

(jamesatraquair@gmail.com) and Howard Rundle (HRundle@fanshawec.ca) 

Photo Credits: Victor Fulcher, Diane Cuppels 

 

Trivia: What is the name of the outreach program which operates out of our basement 

providing clothing for agencies which are helping the needy in our community?  

When Dundas Street Centre United Church purchased (in 1869) the property on which 

it now sits, what was its formal name at that time?  

 

  

mailto:dcuppels@sympatico.ca
mailto:jamesatraquair@gmail.com
mailto:HRundle@fanshawec.ca


Emmanuel United Church, Windsor , Essex  

Emmanuel United Church 

began as a small mission 

church on Ottawa Street 

in Windsor in 1920, known 

as Ottawa Street 

Methodist Church. 

 A new church was built 

soon after, at the present 

site in 1925.  This new 

church was called Ottawa United Church, one of the first dedicated after formation of 

the United Church of Canada.   

Over the years, our congregation continued to grow, and by the early 1950ôs a larger 

sanctuary was needed.  In 

1956, our warm and 

inspiring sanctuary was 

erected and dedicated to 

the glory of 

God.  Adjoining the 

sanctuary is a small, 

intimate chapel that is 

used for private prayer 

and worship.  To mark this 



new beginning, the name of our congregation was officially changed to that 

of Emmanuel United Church. 

In 1997, we welcomed Grace United Church with the amalgamation of our two 

congregations.  ñThe Good Shepherdò stained glass window from the Grace United 

building has found a special place above the balcony in our sanctuary.  In 2024 

Emmanuel and Central United (a congregation with more than 200 years of history in 

Windsor) successfully amalgamated. We have been much enriched by the coming 

together of our three churches.   

In 2023, Emmanuel United voted to become an affirming congregation, deepening our 

ongoing to commitment to welcoming all. 

From its earliest years, Emmanuel United has sought to respond to the spiritual and 

community-based needs of those within the congregation and beyond its walls.  We 

continue this tradition today in the name of Christ. 

 

Submitted by Rev. George Bozanich 

georgebozanich@gmail.com 

Community of Faith: Emmanuel United Church, Windsor, Essex County 

Photo Credits: Nick Morvay 

Trivia Questions:  

What is the date on the cornerstone near our center doors?  

Who is our Minister Emeritus?   

 

mailto:georgebozanich@gmail.com


Epworth United Church 
56 Division Street, South, Kingsville, Ontario 

 
 

Kingsville Pastoral 

Charge better known as 

Epworth United Church 

has a long history in the 

town of Kingsville 

dating back to 1817 

when a small log 

Methodist chapel was 

built.  In 1891, property 

was purchased at Epworth's current location.  A new brick church was built and 

completed in 1893.  The church was named Epworth Methodist Church in honour of 

John Wesley's birthplace.  In 1925, the name became Epworth United Church.  A 

devastating fire in 1935 destroyed the church.  The current structure is the result of a 

rebuilding effort that began in the same year and was completed in 1936.  Epworth is 

very proud of its Cassavant Organ which was donated by the prominent Conklin family.  

The unmodified organ is still in use today, and organists love to come to play this fine 

instrument.  Most recently, the congregation decided to upgrade the Audio-Visual 

capabilities in the Sanctuary.  The new system has improved the sound quality for 

people attending church and has enabled the church to stream services for people to 

participate from home or while on vacation.   

 Life at Epworth has always been strong. Over the years the halls have been filled 

with music, Bible Study groups, Sunday School for all ages, U.C.W. Gatherings, Prayer 



Groups, Vacation Bible School programmes, and various FUNd-raising events.  Epworth 

strives to support the Kingsville Community.  The local High School and Elementary 

schools receive financial support for their snack and breakfast programmes.  The Coats 

for Kingsville programme which was started about 10 years ago has supplied warm 

winter coats for many people.  Each year, our church hosts a Spring Ring to highlight 

the skills of our Handbell Choir and Silver Bells from Windsor.  As well, a number of Girl 

Guide groups and the Kingsville-Essex Band meet in our building.  The Kingsville 

Goodfellows use our hall during their Christmas Hamper Drive.  In 2024, Epworth 

hosted a Korean Youth Group from Toronto for a summer retreat where they shared 

their faith and talents, along with a Korean supper with the community.  This wonderful 

mix of cultures may become an annual event.  After a brief break due to COVID, our 

church is re-combining with neighbouring United Churches for summer services.  

Epworth hopes to share God's love with others for a long time to come.    

Community of Faith: Epworth United Church, Kingsville, Essex County  

Email Address: secretary@epworthkingsville.com 

Photo Credits: Leon Barlow 

Trivia Questions: 

1.  Which of God's creatures finds a nesting spot at Epworth United Church? 

2. What challenge did the members of Epworth United Church recently undertake to 
support their community? 

  



Erie Street United Church  

Ridgetown ï Kent County  

In 1875, the congregation of Ridgetown Methodist Church was founded. By 1876, 

they had moved into their wonderful new building on Erie Street South. In 1925, 

with the formation of The United Church of Canada, the church became Erie Street 

United Church. For 132 years, generations have enjoyed worship, fellowship, 

education and music in their grand building. Eventually serious structural issues 

made it necessary to find a new church home. So in 2008, the congregation 

paraded down Erie Street to their new location at 7 Erie Street North, site of the 

former Ridgetown Salvation Army Church and settled into life in their new and fully 

accessible building. Now, new generations are learning and growing in faith and 

fellowship together. And there was no need to change the name - Erie Street 

United Church remains. 

ESUC Mission: As a congregation, we welcome everyone to share our joy and 

fellowship. We celebrate the Good News through ministry and outreach, with 

special focus on youth. 

ESUC Vision: To be a caring, cooperative Christian community 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture of our congregation shows us all "disguised" as sheep, helping the Sunday 

School kids tell a bible story. 

 

Trivia Question:  

 

Erie Street United Church loves music! Is there an anthem performed by the choir most 

Sundays in the church service? 

  



EÑ§ f ШÖ fÑE?Ш9cÖÅ9cШтШ7ƖċŰƣ 

In 1862 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Eaton donated land to construct Governorôs Road Church.  The 

first trustees : Jacob Hess, John Barker, William Sibbick, Nathaniel Wood organized bees, 

and a modest church was erected at a cost of $100.00. The circuit of Princeton and 

Governorôs Road in as set off from the Paris circuit in 1869. In 1870, the Church of as 

recorded as Etonia Methodist Church. At church union it became Etonia United Church. 

The 100th Anniversary of the church was celebrated in 1962. 

In 1984, Ed & Elsie 

Brunton donated land 

adjoining the present 

site, in order that a 

new building could be 

constructed. It was 

completed under the 

leadership of the 

building committee - 

Brian Ackland, Ed 

Brunton, Clifford 

Collard and  Vernon 

Eaton.   

All members of the church and many of the greater community assisted.  The 

congregation humbly pays tribute to the pioneers who erected the original house of 

worship and is equally indebted to all of the local area who continue to contribute so 

generously with volunteer labour and monetary donations in the maintaining of our 

present building.  Working together has made possible the continuation of this welcoming 

and vital church. The building is used for worship and for many local events.  The people 

of Etonia look forward to a bright future with faith and hope. 

 

 



Submitted by:  Audrey Hall 

audreyjeanhall@gmail.com 

Antler River Watershed Region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorôs Note: On May 4, 2025, Princeton United Church and Etonia United Church 

came together as Etonia-Princeton United Church. 

Trivia Question: 

Etonia-Princeton UC is an anomaly in Antler River Watershed.  Why is that? 

 

  



First United Church - St Thomas, Elgin 

The congregation 

that is today First 

United Church was 

founded in 1834 on 

Stanley Street.  The 

original building was 

destroyed by fire.  

Land donated by the 

Curtis Family was used to build the  next version of the Methodist Church at the corner of 

what would become Curtis and St George Streets.  This structure was also destroyed by 

fire in 1946.  The church bell fell from the 

steeple and made a final clang.  As a 

project to raise funds for the new 

church, the old bell was melted down 

and forged into small bells which were 

then sold to pay off some of the 

mortgage.  Our current Gothic structure 

was opened on March 5, 1950.  In order 

to generate income, our church has 

hosted a Christian School since 2021.  

With the advent of $10 a day, daycare, 

the church has decided to become a 



daycare facility serving the neighbouring parts of our community.  Additionally, an EarlyON 

Centre (for preschoolers and parents) was moved here in 2024.  Congregants actively 

support the local Food Bank, Christmas Care and other ventures living into our tenants 

of Kindness, Love, Respect and Fairness.  First United promises to be a vibrant part of 

our community well into the future.   

 

Submitted by: Richard Auckland, rauck27@gmail.com 

Community of Faith: First United Church, St. Thomas, Elgin County 

Trivia Questions: 

What is the date on the cornerstone on the east side of the building?  

From the website: Who are the current ministers serving our church?   

  



Forest United Church  
Forest, Ontario - Lambton  

On April 4th, 1926, almost a year after church union in 1925, inaugural services were held 

in Forest, uniting the congregations of Central Congregation, James Street Methodist and 

several families from St. James Presbyterian. The three groups came together with a 

spirit of cooperation and with the understanding that a new place of worship was needed 

to accommodate the enlarged congregation. After acquiring a lot, hiring an architect and 

builder, the construction proceeded with the laying of the cornerstone on Sept. 26,1927. 

Three Sunday services, with special speakers, were held in January, 1928, when the new 

church was opened, with 897 registering at the first service. The church was of gothic 

design and built of red brick with stone facings. The new church had six entrance points, 

a lower auditorium, a modern kitchen, the sanctuary seated 523, the choir loft 35 and the 

upper balcony 125.  For our 50th Anniversary, our church historian and genealogist, 

Eleanor Nielson, wrote the story of the church beginnings ñPioneers and Preachersò from 

which much of this history was obtained. Changes and renovations over the years have 

altered the building significantly with a new addition and elevator added in 1989. Almost 

100 years later, Forest United has welcomed members from churches in the area that 



have closedéArkona, Bethel, North Plympton, Ravenswood, Warwick, and Uttoxeter.  

Today, we still enjoy an enthusiastic choir, a bustling Sunday School, a warm and friendly 

UCW, and a faithful, kind and generous congregation. ñLet us be known by the way we 

love.ò 

 

Connie Clark   Secretary Debbie MacPherson 

connie@clarkmail.ca  funitedoffice@execulink.com 

Forest United Church  Photo Credit; Ruth Gallant 

 

Trivia: 

What are the four symbols on the north and south windows of the church? 

 

Website question: Who are the present minister and music director at Forest United?  

  

mailto:connie@clarkmail.ca


]ũĲŰƽŸŸĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШ 
ΝΥΞΡШ]ƖċŰĬШ~ċƖċŔƚШÅĬШìЮЯШìŔŰĬƚŸƖЯШ§ŰƣċƖŔŸЯШEƚƚĲǂШ9ŸƨŰƣǃ 

 

ÉĲƻĲŰƣǃШǃĲċƖƚШċŊŸЯШƣőŔƚШċƖĲċШőċĬШƖċƓŔĬШ

ƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣŔċũШŊƖŸƽƣőЮШEƚƚĲǂШÂƖĲƚĤǃƣĲƖǃШ

ƚċƽШƣőĲШŰĲĲĬШŉŸƖШċШŰĲƽШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШ

ċŰĬШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲĬШƣőŔƚШƓƖŸƓĲƖƣǃШŔŰШ

sċŰƨċƖǃШΝΦΡΡШтШΝШϺШċĦƖĲƚШƽŔƣőШċŰШŸũĬШ

ŊƖĲĲŰőŸƨƚĲШċƣƣċĦőĲĬШыċШƚǃůĤŸũШŸŉШ

ŰĲƽШŊƖŸƽƣőьЮШ§ŰШ~ċƖĦőШΣЯШΝΦΡΡЯШ]ũĲŰƽŸŸĬќƚШǯƖƚƣШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШŸŉШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШƽċƚШőĲũĬШŔŰШƣőĲШőŸůĲШ

ũŸĦċƣĲĬШċƣШΝΣΡΤШ]ƖċŰĬШ~ċƖċŔƚШÅŸċĬШìĲƚƣЮШÑĲŰШƓĲŸƓũĲШċƣƣĲŰĬĲĬШтШыĤƖŔŰŊŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШŸƽŰШĦőċŔƖƚьШ

ċŰĬШΥШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШтШыƚŔƣƣŔŰŊШŸŰШŸƖċŰŊĲШĦƖċƣĲƚьЮ ШÑőĲШŸǭĲƖŔŰŊШƽċƚШҘΞΜЮΞΜЮ 

ÑőĲШĦŸƖŰĲƖƚƣŸŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŸŉШ]ũĲŰƽŸŸĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШŔƚШŔŰШƣőĲШũŸƽĲƖШƽĲƚƣШċƖĲċШŸŉШ

ƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőШƽċũũШŸŉШƣőĲШ9EШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮШÑőŔƚШĦŸƖŰĲƖƚƣŸŰĲШőŸũĬƚШċШŊũċƚƚШŢċƖШĦŸŰƣċŔŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШŰċůĲƚШŸŉШ

ƣőĲШΠΥШĦőċƖƣĲƖШůĲůĤĲƖƚЯШƣőĲШΞΤШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШŸŉШƣőĲШÉƨŰĬċǃШƚĦőŸŸũЯШċШĦŸƓǃШŸŉШƣőĲШ§ĤƚĲƖƻĲƖШċŰĬШ

ƣőĲШìŔŰĬƚŸƖШÉƣċƖЮШÑőĲШǯƖƚƣШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƽċƚШĤƨŔũƣШŔŰШΝΦΡΡШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШĤǃШƣƽŸШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШтШŸŰĲШŔŰШΝΦΡΤШ

ƣőĲШŸƣőĲƖШŔŰШΝΦΣΣЮ ШÑőŔƚШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŔƚШŰŸƽШťŰŸƽŰШċƚШƣőĲШ9őƖŔƚƣŔċŰШEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰШ7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮ ШÖŰƣŔũШƣőĲШ

ÉċŰĦƣƨċƖǃШƽċƚШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬШŔŰШΝΦΣΞШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШƽĲƖĲШőĲũĬШŔŰШƣőŔƚШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮ 

ÑőĲШƚőċƓĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƖŸŸŉШŸŉШƣőĲШÉċŰĦƣƨċƖǃШŔƚШƣőĲШůċŢŸƖШċƖĦőŔƣĲĦƣƨƖċũШŉĲċƣƨƖĲЮ Ш[ƖŸůШ]ƖċŰĬШ~ċƖċŔƚШ

ÅĬШŔƣШƖĲƚĲůĤũĲƚШċШĤŸċƣШċŰĬШƣőƨƚШőċƚШċĦƕƨŔƖĲĬШƣőĲШŰċůĲШћÑőĲШ ƖťШŸŰШƣőĲШ]ƖċŰĬШ~ċƖċŔƚШ

ìċǃќЮ ШìĲШőċƻĲШĤŸƣőШċŰШŸƖŊċŰШċŰĬШċШ]ƖċŰĬШÂŔċŰŸШŔŰШƣőĲШÉċŰĦƣƨċƖǃШтШĤŸƣőШŸŉШƽőŔĦőШċƖĲШƨƚĲĬШ

ŸŰШċШƽĲĲťũǃШĤċƚŔƚЮШÉƣċŔŰĲĬШ]ũċƚƚШìŔŰĬŸƽƚШŔŰШƣőĲШÉċŰĦƣƨċƖǃШċƖĲШŔŰШůĲůŸƖǃШŸƖШőŸŰŸƨƖШŸŉШ

ŉċůŔũŔĲƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƣőĲШƣőĲůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŔŰĬŸƽƚШŔƚШљÑőĲШxŔŉĲШċŰĬШÑĲċĦőŔŰŊƚШŸŉШ

sĲƚƨƚњЮ 



§ƨƣƚŔĬĲШŸŰШƣőĲШũċƽŰШŔƚШċШћÂĲċĦĲШÂŸũĲќШŔŰƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШƽŔƣőШ

ŉŸƨƖШũċŰŊƨċŊĲƚШтШ§ŢŔĤƽċо§ĬċƽċЯШ[ƖĲŰĦőЯШEŰŊũŔƚőШċŰĬШ

uŸƖĲċŰЮШ ÑőĲШìŔŰĬƚŸƖШuŸƖĲċŰШ[ŔƖƚƣШÂƖĲƚĤǃƣĲƖŔċŰШ

9őƨƖĦőШċũƚŸШĦċũũƚШ]ũĲŰƽŸŸĬШƣőĲŔƖШĦőƨƖĦőШőŸůĲШċŰĬШ

ƽĲШőċƻĲШƚőċƖĲĬШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШEƻĲШċŰĬШ]ŸŸĬШ[ƖŔĬċǃШ

ƚĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖЮШШƣШƣőĲШĲċƚƣШĲŰĬШŸŉШƣőĲШÉċŰĦƣƨċƖǃШŔƚШ

ƣőĲШ ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШ]ċƖĬĲŰШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШĦŸůůĲůŸƖċƣĲĬШ

ċƚШƓċƖƣШŸŉШŸƨƖШΡΜƣő ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШőŸũĬƚШċШ

ƣŔůĲШĦċƓƚƨũĲЯШĤƨƖŔĲĬШċƣШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲЮ Ш7ƖŔĦťƚШƣőċƣШĲŰĦũŸƚĲШ

ƣőĲШŊċƖĬĲŰƚШċƖĲШŔŰƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШŰċůĲƚШŸŉШĤŸƣőШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШċŰĬШƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШůĲůĤĲƖƚШċŰĬШƚŸůĲШċƖĲШ

ŔŰШůĲůŸƖǃШŸŉШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШőċƻĲШƓċƚƚĲĬЮ ШÑƽŸШĦőċŔƖƚШċƖĲШċũƚŸШŔŰƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШƽŔƣőШůĲůŸƖŔċũШ

ŰċůĲƚЮ Ш ÅĲĦĲŰƣũǃШċШћÂƖċǃĲƖШ7ŸǂќШƽċƚШĬŸŰċƣĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШŊċƖĬĲŰЮ ШÑőŔƚШŊċƖĬĲŰШŔƚШŸƓĲŰШƣŸШƣőĲШƓƨĤũŔĦШ

ΞΠШőŸƨƖƚШċШĬċǃЮ 

ÑőŔƚШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШƚƓŔƖŔƣШŸŉШ]ŸĬЯШőċƚШĲŰċĤũĲĬШƨƚШƣŸШƖĲċĦőШŸƨƣШƣŸШƓĲŸƓũĲШŔŰƣĲƖŰċƣŔŸŰċũũǃЯШ

ŰċƣŔŸŰċũũǃШċŰĬШũŸĦċũũǃШċƣШƣŔůĲƚШŸŉШŰĲĲĬШċŰĬШƚƣƖĲƚƚЮШìĲШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШċĦƣŔƻĲШŔŰШƓƖŸƻŔĬŔŰŊШƽċƣĲƖЯШ

ŉŸŸĬШƖĲũŔĲŉЯШǰŸŸĬШƖĲũŔĲŉШċŰĬШƣŸŸũƚШŉŸƖШƓĲċĦĲШƣŸШůċŰǃШŸŉШƣőĲШƓĲŸƓũĲƚШŸŉШŉƖŔĦċЯШƣőĲШƓĲŸƓũĲШŸŉШ

cċŔƣŔШċŰĬШĲċƖƣőƕƨċťĲШƖĲũŔĲŉШƣŸШƣőĲШƓĲŸƓũĲШŸŉШÑƨƖťĲǃЮ ШÅĲĦĲŰƣũǃШƽĲШƚƓŸŰƚŸƖĲĬШċШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШĦőŸŔƖШ

ŉƖŸůШÖŊċŰĬċЯШőĲũƓŔŰŊШƣőŸƚĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƖĲůċŔŰШŔŰШƚĦőŸŸũЮ ШìĲќƻĲШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШcĲċũŔŰŊШ

[ƨŰĬШŉŸƖШfŰĬŔŊĲŰŸƨƚШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШŉŸŸĬƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƓĲŸƓũĲШŸŉШ9ċŰċĬċќƚШ ŸƖƣőЮ ШìĲШ

ĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШĤƨǃШŸƨƖШĦŸǭĲĲШŉƖŸůШċŰШfŰĬŔŊĲŰŸƨƚШŸƽŰĲĬШĦŸǭĲĲШƓƖŸĬƨĦĲƖШƽőŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƚШ

ĲƕƨŔƓůĲŰƣШƣŸШĲŰċĤũĲШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚШŸŉШƖĲƚĲƖƻĲƚШƣŸШőċƻĲШƓƨƖŔǯĲĬШĬƖŔŰťŔŰŊШƽċƣĲƖЮ ШìĲШőċƻĲШ

ƚƓŸŰƚŸƖĲĬШƖĲŉƨŊĲĲƚШŉƖŸůШéŔĲƣŰċůЯШÖťƖċŔŰĲШċŰĬШůŸƚƣШƖĲĦĲŰƣũǃШfƖċƕЮШ ìĲШċũƚŸШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨŸƨƚũǃШ

ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲШ?ŸƽŰƣŸƽŰШ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШcŔċƣƨƚШcŸƨƚĲШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШÉĦŸƨƣŔŰŊЯШ]ƨŔĬĲШċŰĬШ ШŊƖŸƨƓƚЯШ

ƽőŸШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШċƣШ]ũĲŰƽŸŸĬШċũůŸƚƣШƚŔŰĦĲШƣőĲШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊЮ ШŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШĦŸƖŰĲƖƚƣŸŰĲШ

ŸŉШŸƨƖШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШőċƚШċũƽċǃƚШĤĲĲŰШ§ƨƣƖĲċĦőЮ 

ìĲШċƖĲШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШƣŸШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŰŊШŸƨƖШΤΜƣő ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШŔŰШΞΜΞΡШċŰĬШƣŸШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨŔŰŊШŸƨƖШ

ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШċŰĬШƽŔĬĲƚƓƖĲċĬШŸƨƣƖĲċĦőЮ  

 



ÑƖŔƻŔċШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚа 

ƣШƽőŔĦőШ ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШƽċƚШƣőĲШƣŔůĲШĦċƓƚƨũĲШĤƨƖŔĲĬе   

ìőŔĦőШ~ŸĬĲƖċƣŸƖШŸŉШƣőĲШÖ99ШƽċƚШċШƣĲĲŰċŊĲƖШċƣШ]ũĲŰƽŸŸĬ  

 

ÂőŸƣŸШĦƖĲĬŔƣаШШ ]ĲƖŔШÉƨƣƣƚ 

ƨƣőŸƖа  cĲũĲŰШÅċƣƣƖċǃ 

  

 

  



]ƖċĦĲШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőШтШÉċƖŰŔċЯШxċůĤƣŸŰ 

 ШљìőĲƖĲЮŔƣЮĤĲŊċŰеЮfЮĦċŰѢƣЮĤĲŊŔŰЮƣŸЮťŰŸƽЮƽőĲŰеЮĤƨƣЮƣőĲŰЮfЮ

ťŰŸƽЮŔƣѢƚЮŊƖŸƽŔŰѢЮƚƣƖŸŰŊвЮÅĲċĦőŔŰѢЮŸƨƣеЮƣŸƨĦőŔŰѢЮůĲеЮƣŸƨĦőŔŰѢЮ

ǃŸƨдѠШ ĲŔũШ?ŔċůŸŰĬќƚШũǃƖŔĦƚШůċťĲШůĲШƣőŔŰťШŸŉШ]ƖċĦĲЮ fШƚĲƣƣũĲШŔŰЯШ

ŊĲƣШƣŸШťŰŸƽШŸƣőĲƖƚЯШŉĲĲũШƣőĲШƽċƖůШƽĲũĦŸůŔŰŊШŊƖŸƨƓШрШŉŸũũŸƽĲƖƚШ

ŸŉШsĲƚƨƚЮШÑőŔƚШƚĲŰƚĲШŸŉШĤĲũŸŰŊŔŰŊШƓĲƖůĲċƣĲƚШŸƨƖШƻŔƚŔŸŰа 

]ŸĬѩƚЮŊƖċĦĲЮƚőŔŰĲƚЮŔŰЮŸƨƖЮĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŰŊЮƓĲŸƓũĲд 

ìĲЮŊƖŸƽЮŔŰЮŉċŔƣőЮƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖЮċŰĬЮƚőċƖĲЮŸƨƖЮũŸƻĲЮŸŉЮsĲƚƨƚЮ9őƖŔƚƣд 

ìĲЮƽĲũĦŸůĲЮĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚеЮĦŸŰǯĬĲŰƣЮƣőċƣЮ]ŸĬЮƽŔũũЮŊƨŔĬĲЮƨƚд 

]ƖċĦĲШĤĲŊċŰШċƚШċШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШŸŉШxċůĤƣŸŰШÂƖĲƚĤǃƣĲƖǃЮШ

~ĲůĤĲƖƚШŸŉШċƖĲċШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőĲƚШũĲŉƣШƣőĲŔƖШ

ĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰƚШƣŸШƓũċŰƣШċШĦőƨƖĦőШŔŰШƖċƓŔĬũǃШŊƖŸƽŔŰŊШ

ŰŸƖƣőШĲŰĬШÉċƖŰŔċЮШ[ƖŸůШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШŔŰШƚĦőŸŸũƚШыΝΦΡΣьЯШ

ƣőĲШĦőƨƖĦőШĲǂƓċŰĬĲĬШƽŔƣőШŔƣƚШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШыċШůċŰƚĲШ

ŔŰШΝΦΡΥЯШċШĦőċƓĲũШŔŰШΝΦΡΦьЮШ7ƨƣШŔƣШŔƚШƣőĲШƻŔƚŔŸŰШƣőċƣШ

ĬƖŔƻĲƚШƨƚгШìĲШĬŸŰќƣШƣċťĲШƣőĲШĲċƚǃШƓċƣőбШƖċƣőĲƖЯШƽĲШƣċťĲШƣőĲШƓċƣőШĬŸƽŰШƽőŔĦőШ]ŸĬШőċƚШ

ċũƖĲċĬǃШőĲċĬĲĬЮШfƣШŔƚШƽőǃШƽĲШĤƨŔũƣШƣőĲШ9őƖŔƚƣŔċŰШEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰШƽŔŰŊШĤĲŉŸƖĲШċШƚċŰĦƣƨċƖǃШыΝΦΣΠШ

ċŰĬШΝΦΦΦьЯШƽőǃШƽĲШƚƓŸŰƚŸƖШƖĲŉƨŊĲĲШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШыĲЮŊЮЯШƣőĲШxċůШŉċůŔũǃШŔŰШΝΦΥΜЯШƣőĲШ ũШ~ƨĬĲĲƖШ

ŉċůŔũǃШŔŰШΞΜΝΡьЯШƽőǃШƽĲШũĲċƚĲШƣőĲШůċŰƚĲШƣŸШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШxŔƻŔŰŊШыΝΦΦΤьЯШƽőǃШƽĲШĤĲĦċůĲШċŰШ

ǭŔƖůŔŰŊШ~ŔŰŔƚƣƖǃШыΞΜΞΜьШċŰĬШƽőǃШƽĲШƓƨƖƚƨĲШċШƣőĲŸũŸŊŔĦċũШƚőŔŉƣШŉƖŸůШÅĲũĲƻċŰĦĲШƣŸШ

ÅĲƚŸŰċŰĦĲШыΞΜΞΠьЮШ~ċǃШƽĲШůŸƻĲШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШљĦŸŰǯĬĲŰƣШƣőċƣШ]ŸĬШƽŔũũШŊƨŔĬĲШƨƚЮњ 



 

ÉƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬШĤǃаШШ~ċƖŔũǃŰШ7ċƖƖŸƚЯШ9őƖŔƚƣŸƓőĲƖШ9ŸŸťĲ 

9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŸŉШ[ċŔƣőаШ]ƖċĦĲШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ9őƨƖĦőЯШÉċƖŰŔċЯШxċůĤƣŸŰШ9ŸƨŰƣǃ 

ÂőŸƣŸШĦƖĲĬŔƣƚаШÅĲƻЮШÂċƣƖŔĦťШ~ŸƖƖŔƚŸŰШ 

ÑƖŔƻŔċШÄƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚа 

ΝЮ cŸƽ ůċŰǃШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċƣƣĲŰĬĲĬШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШÉƨŰĬċǃШÉĦőŸŸũШĦũċƚƚеШ 

ΞЮ ìőŸШċƖĲШƣőĲШŉŸƨƖШǯŊƨƖĲƚШŉĲċƣƨƖĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШĦőċƓĲũШƚƣċŔŰĲĬШŊũċƚƚеШ 

 

  



ILDERTON UNITED CHURCH 

Ilderton, Middlesex 

 

     Ilderton United Church finds its roots 

in the early Methodism of the London 

District of Upper Canada.  The Ilderton-

area was served by circuit riders in 

various buildings from the 1820s to the 

1840s.  In 1847, a brick church was built 

on lands donated by John Littlewood on Lot 25, Concession 12, London Township ï 

the first brick church in the London District.  At the time, Ilderton was part of the three-

point ñBirr Circuitò, comprised of Wesley, Ilderton and Birr churches. 

     In 1875, the original Littlewood church was replaced with a new brick building with 

a steeple.  In 1890, with the coming of the railway and the growth of the village at 

Ilderton, the congregation undertook the mammoth task of moving the church beam 

by beam and brick by brick onto a new site in the village.  The church opened there in 

1892. 

     On November 10, 1910, the church 

building was destroyed by fire.  It was 

replaced by the current building, which 

opened in 1912.  The congregation joined 

the United Church of Canada in 1925 and 

formed part of a two-point charge with Birr 

United Church until Birr closed in 2018. 
 



Submitted by:   John Goudy, Chair of the Official Board 

     Email: jgoudy@scottpetrie.com 

Community of Faith Name:  Ilderton Pastoral Charge (Ilderton United Church) 

Community of Faith Location: Ilderton, Ontario 

     Municipality of Middlesex Centre 

     County of Middlesex 

Photo credits:   Historical photograph from post card ï uncredited 

     Present-day photo: Google É2025 

 

Trivia questions: 

Under which British hero of the Battle of Trafalgar did John Littlewood serve as 

midshipman as a boy?  

Ilderton United Church has a doppelganger that also opened in 1912.  Where is that 

church located?  ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ 

  

mailto:jgoudy@scottpetrie.com


Kilworth United Church, Middlesex 

Kilworth United Church at 

2442 Oxford Street West, 

London, On., built in 1850, 

was in the centre of Old 

Kilworth village and is now 

surrounded by the Komoka 

Provincial Park. Heritage 

Designation was obtained in 2019. This small unique sanctuary of stone and limestone 

cornerstones, cut from the foot of a waterfall on the nearby Thames River, has seen many 

changes over the years. The Sunday school hall, built in 1890, is now called the Delaware 

Memorial Hall and displays stained glass windows from what was the Delaware Memorial 

United Church. Kilworth amalgamated with the Delaware Church in 2015. The kitchen 

replaced a dirt floor room with a hand pump in 1979. In 2024 a storage shed and large 

deck was added for outdoor services. The church hosts a weekly ukulele club, AA 

meetings, community dinners, movies and a weekly coffee social time. The Sunday 

school currently has two students 

assisting in developing programs. Our 

outreach program supports various 

foodbanks, Ark Aid Mission Services, 

Karenôs Place (which was founded by 

one of our former parishioners) and Camp Kee-Mo-Kee. Over the years we have 

extended our hands to Oneida First Nations, our Indigenous neighbours.                                                          



We envision a future with a larger Sunday school and continued support for those in need 

as our world faces constant challenges. We are ñThe Little Church with a Big Heart.ò 

Submitted by: Beth Moyer 

Community of Faith: Kilworth United Church, London, Middlesex County 

Photo credits: Leanna Hess, Beth Moyer 

Trivia Questions: 

Where would you find the fossils in the exterior limestone wall of the church?  

From the website: Who is Kilworth United Churchôs resident harpist?  

  



Knox United Church, Embro, Oxford County, Ontario 

Written by Sheila A. Johnson 
sjohnsonembro@gmail.com 

February 24, 2025 

 

The first Scot immigrants from the 

Highlands of Scotland arrived in 

Zorra Township in 18191.  They 

were soon joined by scattered 

friends and family from Scotland 

arriving on their own and in 1829, 

the first shipload of Scots made 

their way to Zorra2.  Their first 

Presbyterian Church was a log 

structure built in 1833 on 

Concession 7 Lot 9.  This building 

was quickly outgrown and in 1836, 

a new frame church was erected in 

Embro, called the ñAuld Kirkò3. It 

was built with a grant of fifty pounds 

Photo Credit:  Rev. Susan Cole                              from the Synod of Upper Canada to 
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encourage construction of places of worship4. In 1863, a new brick church was 

constructed with a soaring steeple and large enough to accommodate 900 people5.  

1400 people attended the dedication ceremony on a rainy February 19, 18636.  This 

building served as Knox Presbyterian Church of Embro until unification in 1925.  It has 

served as the Knox United Church of Embro ever since.   

The first Zorra minister was Reverend Donald McKenzie.  He arrived in Embro, Ontario 

from Inverness, Scotland in 1834.   Rev McKenzie conducted services in the Auld Kirk 

as well as serving area churches as an itinerant minister7.  Donald McKenzie served the 

congregation of Knox Presbyterian Church as minister until 1872.   

 

 

Source:  McIntosh, One Hundred Years in the Zorra Church, pg. 157. 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 
4Ш§ŰĲЮcƨŰĬƖĲĬЮòĲċƖƚЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮüŸƖƖċЮ9őƨƖĦőЯШƓŊЮШΝΣЮ 
5ЮfĤŔĬЮЯШƓŊЮШΦΟЮ 
6Ш§ŰĲЮcƨŰĬƖĲĬЮòĲċƖƚЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮüŸƖƖċЮ9őƨƖĦőЯШƓŊЮШΦΞЮ 
7ШfĤŔĬЮЯШƓŊЮШΝΡΥЮШ 



 

Trivia Questions 

1.  Knox United Church in Embro, Ontario was founded by new immigrants to 

the region in the early 19th century.  What country did they come from? 

 

2. Who was the first minister of Knox Presbyterian Church in Zorra 

Township? 

  



Littlewood United Church  
6780 Westdel Bourne, Middlesex Centre  

 

Bakerôs Congregation was established in 1862, as one of the eight Churches on 

the Westminster Circuit of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. In 1867, land was deeded, 

and a frame Church was built on the Delaware - Westminster Township Townline. It 

was replaced by a brick building in 1893. A year later, in 1894, Bakerôs was renamed 

Littlewood Church. At this time the Littlewood community already consisted of a school, 

post office, blacksmith shop and later on a store was added. 

Over the years, congregants have been faithfully involved in various Church 

groups, choirs, Sunday 

School, and much more. 

Many turkey and beef 

suppers were held in the 

Church basement. 

In 1972, a fire (arson) 

caused considerable 

damage to the front 

entryway, but eight months 

later the sanctuary officially reopened. 

In 1979, Littlewood was the last remaining Church on the Westminster West 

Circuit and the Pastoral Charge was renamed ñLittlewoodò. In 1986 our Charge 

partnered with St Andrews Westminster in a ñMinister Sharing Projectò, which 

successfully carries on today. We continue to support numerous agencies that help 

those in need, including a 25 year growing project for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 



We are thankful for the vision and faith of our ancestors that enables us to 

Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness. These words appear above the altar in our 

Church. You are invited to join us and our Minister Rev. Sue Browning on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 am for coffee, fellowship and worship. 

Submitted by : L. Kaiser,  editor: J. Baker 

     Email: ũŔƣƣĲƽŸŸĬƨŰŔƣĲĬĦőƨƖĦőѻŊůċŔũЮĦŸů 

Community of Faith:  Littlewood United Church   

                                     Middlesex Centre 

                                     Middlesex County 

 

Photo Credits :   L. Kaiser   

 

Trivia Questions  

1) What is the date on the cornerstone by the front door?   

2) What óTô intersection is the church located on?      

 

  

mailto:littewoodunitedchurch@gmail.com


LONDON ROAD WEST UNITED CHURCH 

SARNIA,  ONTARIO  

 

The first London Road West 

Church, rooted in the Wesleyan 

Methodist tradition, was established 

in 1857 in a small white frame 

building 50 rods west of Telfer 

Sideroad at the south corner of 

Highway #7. A new white frame 

building was completed in 1873 on 

the north side of the highway, again 

40 rods from the corner, on land 

donated by a parishioner family.  

The current ñred brick church,ò still located at the corner of London Line and Telfer 

Side Road, was built in 1923 on the edge of the former Highway #7 leading into Sarnia. 

This traditional church building was officially dedicated on October 28, 1923, just two 

years before the United Church Union in 1925. They have faithfully served the 

surrounding rural community as followers of Christ ever since. 

Eventually, due to the ever-increasing traffic and the ongoing expansion of both 

the highway and the city of Sarnia, additional property was acquired, and the original brick 

church was raised and moved 150 feet back to its current site in 1957. An expansion 

occurred in 1960 with the addition of the nave, new kitchen facilities, and a Christian 

Education wing, and these facilities became fully accessible in 1988. 

 



The faithful 

congregation of London Road 

West is known for its 

generosity, commitment to the 

gospel, devoted choir, and 

musical gifts. Our active UCW 

group provides meals, pies, 

soups, and other fundraising 

activities throughout the year, 

including an Annual Bazaar.  

Congregants actively support local agencies through  

an extensive annual Christmas outreach project and a yearly  

Lenten initiative, along with other endeavours. They demonstrate a commitment to social 

justice by  

assisting vulnerable individuals and families facing the impacts of poverty, such as food 

insecurity and mental health challenges.  

Local organizations, including Sarniaôs Inn of the Good Shepherd, the Petrolia 

Refrigerator and Foodbank, Lambton Centre, and the Wellness Centre, receive support, 

reflecting their dedication to outreach, social equity, and care and compassion for their 

neighbours. 

London Road West United Church remains committed to the mission of the gospel and 

to being a faithful and essential part of the local community, both now and in the future.  

 

Submitted by Pastor Roxanne Bale, roxanne.bale3@gmail.com 

Community of Faith: London Road West United Church, Sarnia ON-Lambton 

Photo Credits: Betty Allison 

 

Trivia  Questions:   

What inscription is inscribed over the front door in the sanctuary?  

What year is on the cornerstone of the church? 

 

 

mailto:roxanne.bale3@gmail.com


Melville United Church ï Middlesex  

Melville United 

Church (MUC) is 

located at 24159 

Nairn Road in the 

Township of 

Middlesex Centre 

(formerly Lobo 

Township) and is 

approximately a 20-minute drive northwest of the City of London. The congregation dates 

back to the 1820ôs when Scottish settlers worshipped together in their native Gaelic. In 

1849, a small frame church was built with seats in the building órentedô by the congregation 

members for a yearly fee. Sunday worship was a full day and included Sunday School for 

all, followed by an 

English and then Gaelic 

service. In 1860, the 

ólittle frame churchô was 

dismantled from its 

nearby location and 

moved to the hamlet of 

Ivan ï formerly known as 

Inkerman, a small 

community of 50 souls 



boasting a post office, general store and hotel. In 1869, the church was renamed Melville 

Church, likely after Andrew or James Melville, two prominent Presbyterians of that time. 

In 1886, the old building was replaced with the current brick church. Records indicate that 

all the members volunteered in some capacity to build this lasting example of their faith 

where worship is still conducted today. 

On December 21, 1924, the Melville congregation met to vote on the challenging subject 

of ñChurch Unionò and the final vote was 77 for union and 49 against and in 1925 Melville 

celebrated their first service as part of the United Church of Canada. More recently, the 

MUC congregation committed to future generations building an addition with accessible 

washrooms, elevator, meeting room and office space. Like their predecessors, the 

members volunteered their time, monies and considerable skills to this project. With this 

addition, the MUC faith family, including an active UCW and Sunday School, prioritizes 

the worship experience, pastoral care, faith formation for all ages and environmental 

stewardship with live-streamed Sunday services, many food-related events, maintaining 

a website and social media presence, supporting Canada Food Grains projects, local 

homeless shelters and food banks. Most recently, MUC has raised funds to purchase 

specialized medical equipment for an individual in need. Demonstrating faith in action 

throughout the week for the wider community is a priority and our welcoming space hosts 

Art Cafes, Ontario Summer Games Road Races, music concerts, yoga classes, 4-H 

groups and more. The MUC family is thankful we continue to share our forebearsô deep 

and abiding faith in Godôs love with each other and our community. 

 

 

 



Trivia Questions:  

How many patio stones have been dedicated in the Friendship Space (SW side 

of the parking lot entrance)?  

What is the name of the hymn quoted on the website welcome page? 

(melvilleuc.ca)   

  

file:///C:/Users/anitakox/Desktop/Church/UC%20100th%20Anniversary/melvilleuc.ca


MOUNT ELGIN UNITED CHURCH ï Oxford 
 

Mt Elgin United Church overlooks the 

Upper Thames River watershed to the 

north and the Otter Creek wastershed 

to the south.   For thousands of years 

before colonial settlement, Indigenous 

peoples from many tribes called this 

land the centre of their lives and 

spirituality.  After clearing the forests, 

settlers farmed the fertile land.  In 1930, the Verschoyle Presbyterian Church (far left), 

the Mt Elgin Methodist Church (middle) and the Wesley Memorial Church at Dereham 

Centre (right) formed a 3-point pastoral charge of the United Church of Canada.  All the 

buildings were within 3 miles with each church serving their own unique farming 

community.  In 2025, family descendants still recount the stories of the fires which 

destroyed frame churches and the structural failures of poorly constructed brick clad 

churches.  But new churches were constructed inspired by the spiritual support of the 

circuit riders and the Sunday school classes attended by both children and adults.  

Changes in demographics and transportation, closed the churches at Dereham Centre in 

1972 and Verschoyle in 2006.  Many came to Mt Elgin United Church. 

In 2011 when the congregation decided to demolish and rebuild, we worshipped in the 

Mt Elgin Community Centre.  In 2012, the new Mt Elgin United Church fully accessible 

multi-purpose building on one floor was built (pictured above). Surprising to some, but 

reminiscent of the faithful history of their collective past, within 3 years the building was 



paid off!  Today, during the week, there are a variety of activities and on Sundays,  worship 

services are streamed on YouTube.  On Wednesday morning there is the  Rural Café at 

the Community Centre.   

As our community becomes increasingly more suburban, our congregation continues our 

faith journey. Whether weôve grown up in Mt Elgin or come from other places or faith 

traditions, with our own faith stories of hope amidst adversity of failed structures and fires, 

we are all welcomed.  We are a 

work in progress striving to 

become a diversified Christian 

community as we celebrate the 

joy of Christmas, the deepening 

of Lent and Good Friday and the 

life of the risen Christ.  

 
 
 
Submitted by: Marg Murray, murrayschell@gmail.com 
Community of Faith: Mt Elgin United Church, Mt Elgin, Oxford County  
Photo Credits: archives, Melissa Boesterd 
 
Trivia Questions:  
What inscription is on the stone to the right of the main door? 

 
From the website, when did Pastor Lori Minler begin her service here?  

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@mt.elginunitedchurch/streams
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New Scotland Ridge United Church  

Faith shared. Hearts act. Grow with us 

              The New Scotland Ridge United Church, Rondeau Pastoral Charge is located 

on the Corner of new Scotland Line and Kent Bridge Road in the Municipality of 

Chatham Kent not far from Rondeau Park. The first service was held September 18, 

2022, when the amalgamation of the Ridge Community Church and the New Scotland 

United Church of the former Guilds Pastoral Charge became official. As well as having 

deep rural roots, these two churches had a history of working together. They can trace 

their beginnings to the time of travelling preachers who held church services in homes 

and schoolhouses. The first church at the present New Scotland site was dedicated in 

1879 by Dr Albert Carman and was called Carman Methodist Episcopal Church. There 

is a stone in the flowerbed near the door with Carmen and 1879i on it. In 1925, it was 

renamed Carman United Church.  The original building was replaced in 1979 and 

renamed New Scotland United Church. 

                 The Ridge Community Church sat near the corner of the Ridge Line and Mull 

Road for 103 years. It must have been quite a sight in 1919 to see a church building 

being moved by log rollers and 19 to 21 teams of horses. Purchased by the Ridge 

Presbyterian Community, this building was built on Ellen Street in Blenheim as an 



Anglican Church in 1858.  The last service at the Ridge Community Church was held on 

June 26, 2022. The building was demolished later that year. 

                   Our congregations joined together to be stronger and to grow as a 

community of faith.  As once teams of horses pulled together, the members of our 

congregation are committed to work and pull together enabling our church to be a light 

to the community.  We treasure our heritage and build on the past but are open to 

change, for without change there cannot be growth.  Despite being a relatively small 

congregation (average weekly attendance is 38), we uphold the longstanding tradition of 

hosting events which draw in people from the greater community. We continue the New 

Scotland tradition of hosting a Vacation Bible School each summer. In 2024, 56 children 

enjoyed a week of fun and learning at New Scotland Ridge. 

Submitted by: Ruth Pilbeam (rlpilbeam@hotmail.com), New Scotland Ridge United 

Church 
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bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ π hȄŦƻǊŘ 

hǇŜƴ 5ƻƻǊǎΣ hǇŜƴ IŜŀǊǘǎΣ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ 

Peter Lossing, founder of Norwichôs Quaker settlement, placed a Methodist Meeting 

House on his 1820 map of the Township. That year, 

Methodist Michael Stover, deeded a lot from his 1000 

acre property to the Methodists so a place of worship 

could be built. It was to be used by all denominations 

until they could build a place of their own. His 

decision had lasting implications. Norwichville, a 

vigorous village, was about to develop around that 

Meeting House. A two storey frame building, in the 

style of the Hay Bay Meeting House, arose on the 

Stover land at the corner of what is now Clyde St. and 

Main St. Saddlebag preachers including William 

Ryerson served the Norwichville/Mt. Pleasant circuit 

in early years. Later the forward thinking Methodists were ready for a new building. With 

a membership of 143 they built an unassuming brick church 36x65 feet in size in 1861. 

Music played an important role in the new 

building. The circuit became Town Line, 

Northfield, New Durham, Newark and 

Norwich.  A national Methodist Union in 

1884 meant that the original Wesleyan 

congregation required a new much larger 

building. On May 25, 1885 the cornerstone 

was laid, several hundred persons attended 

the first service on February 7, 1886 in what 

was described as a majestic Italianate 

building. Rev.  Williamson preached 

powerfully asking for pledges to pay the 

$6500 debt and the church continued to 

play an important role in the village and area 



hosting many events as it does today. Church Union in June of 1925 brought 451 

Methodists, 31 Presbyterians (from across the street), 31 Charter members (many former 

Quakers) and 1 Congregationalist together. A major renovation in 1928 provided the only 

recreational facility in town. An addition in 1960 provided room for an expanding Sunday 

School and renovations have continued to make this building the community asset it is 

today.We ensure a safe place to meet for community use. Recently, weôve supported 

weekly coffee open house, twice weekly youth using the kitchen to develop life skills 

training of cooking and baking. Norwich has always been a strong supporter of causes 

beyond the community as well as a generous supporter of M&S, Ventures in Mission and 

refugee sponsorship. In this 100th Anniversary Year Norwich United Church celebrates 

205 years of Worship, Service and Fellowship on the same site. 

Submitted by Elisabeth Stone 

Email address: stone_ge@oxford.net 

 

Trivia Questions: 

What circuit involved the saddleback riders in the early years?   

Name one each character-defining element that contributes Norwich United Church and 

itôs Manse to be named Of Heritage Value? 

  



 

Olinda Ruthven United Church  

Ruthven, Essex  
 

In 1916, our Church was part of 

a Methodist Circuit, which 

included Ruthven, Olinda, and 

Trinity at New California. At the 

inauguration of the United 

Church in 1925, these 3 

congregations became United 

Churches, sharing a Minister,  

and remaining a 3 point charge 

until 1990. The Olinda United Church and the Ruthven United Church voted to 

amalgamate at Ruthven on January 22, 1991. That was the birth of the Olinda Ruthven 

United Church. From that time forward we remain a part of the Ruthven Pastoral 

Charge, with Trinity New California. As a 2 point charge we share a Minister, with 

separate Sunday services at each Church, continuing to spread the ñgood newsò to our 

congregations and our community. 

 

As we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada, we look to  

the future with guarded optimism. As are many Churches, our Church is faced with  

an aging congregation. With this being said, we continue to be proactive in our efforts  

to encourage new members to join us in our community of faith. Our Sunday services  

are at 9:30am, with both a childrenôs Sunday School program, as well as an active  

adult class. We also offer our Sunday services as an outreach, through the use of Zoom  

and YouTube.  



 

We are blessed to have Blair Hall, as part of 

our Church building. The Hall, offering full 

kitchen facilities, is used by our Church 

family, as well as being rented to groups for 

special events. Our Church is fully 

accessible, including a lift to our Sanctuary. 

At the rear of our building, are beautiful gardens and an Emmaus walking path, within a 

park-like setting.  

 

Our 100th Anniversary committee will be hosting a ñGarden Partyò, in our Church  

gardens on Saturday, July 12th. The committee plans to provide live entertainment  

and refreshments. This event will be broadly promoted, hoping to encourage  

residents of the community to join us for the 100th Anniversary celebrations, while  

encouraging those attendees to consider joining our Church family. 

 

Submitted by: Bill Kelly, Chair, Executive Board of Directors (wdkelly0@gmail.com) 

Community of faith: Olinda Ruthven United Church, Ruthven, Essex County 

 

 

Trivia Questions:  

 

What is the date on the 

sandstone on the south side of 

our building?  

 

What is the name of our current 

charge minister?  

 
 
  


