Marriage Licences After Retirement
Guidance for United Church of Canada Ministry Personnel
The ability of ministry personnel to solemnize marriages is governed both by provincial legislation and by the polity of The United Church of Canada as set out in The Manual. The authority to perform marriages is connected to a minister’s standing within the denomination and their relationship with a Community of Faith or other recognized ministry. The Manual of The United Church of Canada.
This section outlines how retirement affects marriage licence eligibility and the options available to retired ministry personnel who wish to continue officiating weddings.

Retirement and Marriage Licences
Under United Church polity, ministry personnel must normally be accredited and appropriately connected to the life and oversight of the church in order to be authorized to solemnize marriages.
The Manual requires that ministry personnel maintain an appropriate relationship with the church—such as an appointment, recognized ministry, or formal association—in order to exercise functions of ministry. In particular, ministers who are not in an active pastoral relationship must still maintain an appropriate connection with a Community of Faith or other recognized ministry body if they wish to perform weddings. 
Regional Councils maintain a list of ministry personnel eligible to solemnize marriages and communicate that list to the relevant provincial authorities.
When ministry personnel retire, their marriage licence is not automatically maintained indefinitely. In most cases, a minister’s marriage licence is deactivated six months after their official retirement date. This period allows time for any previously scheduled weddings to take place and for the minister to determine whether they wish to pursue another recognized relationship with the church that would permit them to continue officiating marriages.
Retired ministry personnel who wish to continue officiating weddings beyond this six-month period must ensure that they maintain an appropriate relationship with the church—such as appointment as a Voluntary Associate Minister (VAM)—and meet any provincial and Regional Council requirements for authorization (among other things, this requires maintaining boundaries and justice training).

When ministry personnel retire, their eligibility to hold or maintain a marriage licence may change depending on provincial regulations and their relationship with the church.
In many cases, a marriage licence associated with an active appointment will expire or lapse once the minister is no longer serving in a covenanted pastoral relationship. Retired ministry personnel who wish to continue officiating weddings must therefore ensure that they remain appropriately connected to the United Church and recognized by the Regional Council.
One common pathway is through appointment as a Voluntary Associate Minister (VAM) (see Toolkit #19)
Eligible ministers are also able to obtain temporary marriage licenses.

Temporary Marriage Licences
In situations where a minister does not hold an active marriage licence, it may be possible to request a temporary licence for a specific wedding.
The typical process includes:
1. The ministry personnel contacts the marriage licence governing official to request authorization.
2. The Regional Council confirms that the individual is on the list of accredited ministry personnel and in good standing (among other things, this requires maintaining boundaries and justice training). 
3. A letter of support is provided from the ministry personnel serving the Community of Faith where the wedding will take place.
4. If the wedding is not taking place in a United Church building, a Community of Faith must agree to have the marriage registered in its official marriage register.
5. The temporary authorization applies only to the specific ceremony requested and may be limited in number each year. 
Ministry personnel should allow sufficient time for this process, generally 4-6 weeks, for provincial processing. Please contact the marriage licence governing official for more information. 

Marriage Registers and Oversight
All marriages performed under the auspices of The United Church of Canada must be recorded in an official marriage register belonging to a Community of Faith or recognized ministry. This ensures appropriate ecclesial oversight and compliance with both denominational and provincial regulations. 

Primary Contact for Marriage Licence Questions
Questions regarding marriage licences, eligibility, or the process for obtaining a temporary licence should be directed to the marriage licence governing official, who for ARW/HF/WOW is the Executive Assistant of the Regional Councils, who serves as the primary administrative contact for marriage registration matters.
The Executive Assistant can:
· Confirm eligibility to perform marriages
· Provide guidance on retirement and licensing
· Assist with applications for temporary licences
· Coordinate communication with provincial authorities where required
Ministry personnel are encouraged to contact the Executive Assistant well in advance of any planned wedding to ensure that all requirements are met.

