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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
MINUTES:  March 10, 2026
 9:00 AM  via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Rev. Laurie Stevenson, Minister – Pastoral Relations, lstevenson@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca
Present: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister
                                          	
Regrets:  	Tracey Wygeria, Michele Petick			

Absent:   	None
 
Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land: Kerry Stover
    
Opening Worship:  Louise Hall – The Baseball Game/Godly wisdom?

1. Opening Motions:  
 
Approval of Corresponding Members: None
 
Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions? 
 
MOTION: Moved by Norm MacPherson seconded by Mary Anne Silverthorn , That, having reviewed the agenda for March 10, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated.

CARRIED 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes: February 10, 2026 as circulated or amended.  

MOTION: Moved by Jim Drummond seconded by Larry Schneider, That, having reviewed the Minutes of February 10, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve them as circulated.

CARRIED

2. Business Arising:    
· No email motions. 
· Liaison, Kerry Stover to work with Siloam UC, incumbent minister Christina Crawford and Mary Dillon on a VAM agreement, everything is moving well in that relationship. 

3. New Business:

· Meet and greet with the ARW Congregational Support Commission
· look at setting a date before the Spring RC Meeting or in the Fall
· Late April?
· Get a meeting room at the Spring RC Meeting to gather?
· Micol and Kerry will work on setting up a meeting with the ARW CSC Commission

4. LLWL Resource Team Report:  Mary Anne Silverthorn 

Report from the LLWL Resource team to the ARW 2026.docx

Motions from LLWL to PR commission Mar 2026.docx

a. MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, Seconded by Louise Hall.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of The Licensed Lay Leaders Resource Team to re-license the following people as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders for a period of 3 years, 2026-2029:  Collin Barker, William (Bill) Butt, Cheryl Buchner, Linda Humphrey, Shane McDowell, Ruth Philbeam, Tom Saul, Rick Sands, Jack Wharram.

CARRIED

b. MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorne, Seconded by Norm MacPherson  

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of The Licensed Lay Leaders Resource Team to license the following people as new Licensed lay Worship Leaders for a period of one year 2026-2027: Mary Ellen Baruth, Lisa Connelly, James O’ Deary, Leeyan Steinthorson
CARRIED  
1-Abstention:  Paul Browning
Note:  This is the procedure when persons are new or returning after an extended absence – they will be re-interviewed in 2027 and after a successful interview THEN – begin their 3-year term.
· Day Away taking registration now for April 18th, 2026 event, Greg Brawn, Preaching without Notes and Brad Morrison, Agape Meal will be speakers.

5. Executive Update:  Louise Hall
· Executive will meet on March 11th from 10am-1pm

6. Liaison Resource Update:  Jim Drummond

Liaison spreadsheet (see Sharepoint).  Antler River Watershed Liaison Needed (March2026).xlsx

MOTION:  Moved by Louise Hall seconded by Jim Drummond, That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve Mary Anne Silverthorn as the liaison for Bayham United Church as presented with new liaisons being appointed.

CARRIED
1-Abstention:  Mary Anne Silverthorn

· Need a liaison available for Melville UC on March 29th Covenanting Service (date to be confirmed) Norm MacPherson may be able to attend.
· Louise Hall attending May 31st Covenanting Bob Mercer at Port Lambton


7. Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol Cottrell  ARW PRC Pastoral Relations Minister Report 260310.docx

ARW Pastoral Relations Minister Report 

March 2026 

· I have been reviewing United Church Policy on record retention and management.   As a note from this, please remember to delete any Pastoral Relations Commission documents from your email and computer that are confidential, private, or already stored on the SharePoint site.  SharePoint is our central, official, and secure document program. 

· Hello and Goodbyes in the newsletter has been restarted as of January.

· Updating the PowerPoint presentation for the Liaison CHURCHx training

· Contact Micol Cottrell for the most recent Pulpit Supply lists, he will upload them to the commission’s SharePoint site.

8. Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell 

Consent docket (see SharePoint)  ARW PRC Consent Docket 260310.docx

Consent Docket for ARW HR Commission   

Date:  March 10, 2026  

Request for Change of Pastoral Relations:   
  
That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Debra McGill, OM-R, for a change of pastoral relations from St. Clair Pastoral Charge effective 2026-06-30.  
 
That the Human Resource Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the request of Troy Van Ginkel, OM, for a change of pastoral relationship from Bayham Pastoral Charge effective 2026-05-31. 
 
Approval of new appointments:   

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of London: White Oaks Pastoral Charge to change the end date of the appointment of Anne Beattie Stokes to 2026-03-16. 

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Villages United Pastoral Charge to renew the appointment of Mary Fletcher, OM-R), PT, 20 hrs/week from 2026-03-01 to 2028-02-29 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-02-25.   

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of St. Clair Pastoral Charge to appoint Debra McGill, OM-R, PT, 20 hrs/week from 2024-11-01 to 2026-07-30 according to the terms agreed to in The Record of Appointment form.   

Voluntary Associate Ministry (VAM) Applications:  

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council endorses the application of Marilyn Townsend-Smith, OM-R, and Sarnia: St. Luke’s Pastoral Charge to enter into a Voluntary Associate Ministry effective March 10, 2026.

END CONSENT DOCKET …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

MOTION: Moved by Larry Schneider seconded by Mary Anne Silverthorn, That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the consent docket of March 10, 2026 as submitted.

CARRIED


9. Items Outside of Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
VAM Mary Dillon Siloam PC.pdf

MOTION: Moved by Larry Schneider seconded by Martin Mwale, That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council endorses the application of Mary Dillon, Lay person retired from Designated Lay Ministry, and London: Siloam Pastoral Charge to enter into a Voluntary Associate Ministry effective March 10, 2026.

CARRIED


10. Summary Report to Executive: 

· Licencing and tippets for LLWL’s at the Spring Meeting
· Discussed the challenge with profiles and job descriptions for the Liaisons
· Coordinate a meeting with the ARW Congregational Support Commission on the first morning of the Spring Meeting June 26th
· LLWL Day Away registration now open for April 18th event 
  



Next Meeting:   April 14, 2026, 9am via ZOOM
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:  Melodee Lovering
 
Closing Prayer:  Louise Hall
   
Adjournment:
  
Chair:  Having concluded its business; it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
    
Meeting adjourned.

	
	
	



