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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
MINUTES:  April 14, 2026
 9:00 AM  via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Rev. Laurie Stevenson, Minister – Pastoral Relations, lstevenson@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca
Present: Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
                                          	
Regrets:  Paul Browning			

Absent:   None
 
Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land: Kerry Stover
    
Opening Worship:  Melodee Lovering – Holy Humour

1. Opening Motions:  
 
Approval of Corresponding Members: None
 
Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions? 
 
MOTION: Moved by Norm MacPherson, seconded by Jim Drummond That, having reviewed the agenda for April 14, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated or amended.

CARRIED 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes: March 10, 2026 as circulated or amended.  

MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded by Melodee Lovering That, having reviewed the Minutes of March 10, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve them as circulated or amended.

CARRIED

2. Business Arising:    
· Email motions of March 30th and approved by email April 1
· ARW PRC Email Motions 260401.docx

Abstention:  Item 1 – Larry Schneider 
 
1. That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed concurs with the request of Larry Schneider, OM, for a change of pastoral relationship from Dunwich Pastoral Charge effective 2026-04-04 for the purpose of retirement. 
  
2. That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed concurs with the request of Dorchester Pastoral Charge to call Tracy Crick-Butler, OM, PT, 20 hours/week from 2026-05-01 according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub on 2026-03-16. 
  
3. That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed concurs with the request of Oneida Pastoral Charge to renew the appointment with Vanessa Benoit, Candidate, Pt, 24 hours/week from 2026-07-01 to 2029-06-30 according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub on 2026-03-25. 
  

Recorded for information

· Meet and greet with the ARW Congregational Support Commission
· Spring or Fall gathering and where
· Micol Cottrell will check in with Mark or Max about availability of meeting rooms at Lamplighter Inn.

· Norm MacPherson to lead covenanting service for Melville, Ilderton United Churches



3. New Business:

A) Ordered Supply

· supports ethno-linguistic requirements of the congregation 
· short term supply from another denomination
· a minister in good standing with the World Council of Churches
· ARW currently has four Ordered Supply Ministers serving congregations
· Primary accountability is to their home denomination
· Consider Ordered Supply to follow our Short-term supply appointments
· The Office of Vocation has been clearer on understanding what Ordered Supply looks like for a community of faith

B) Camlachie United Church

MOTION: Moved by Larry Schneider, seconded by Jim Drummond, That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council move the meeting to in camera.

CARRIED

The Commission moves to IN CAMERA

MOTION: Moved by Tracy Wygiera, seconded by Mary Anne Silverthorn, That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council move the meeting out of in camera.

CARRIED

· Prayer offered by Melodee Lovering
· Conversation occurred among the commission around the situation at Calmachie. 
· Since Rev. Jon Forbes is not qualified for active supply, no action can be taken at this time to advance to ordered supply.

Two Minute Break

C) LLWL Resource Team Report:  Mary Anne Silverthorn
· 25 people registered for workshop on Saturday April 18th
· Four people will be licensed at the Spring Meeting, they will be part of the Celebration of Ministry at 11am. 

D) Executive Update:  Louise Hall
· Closing of Trinity in London
· Review the model of congregational designated ministry
· Introduced Laura Black as First Third Ministry staff to the regions
· Contributed to the bible Society for translation
· Retained Richard Bott as a mediator, conflict resolution, church visioning
· New sign was installed at the RC Office in Hamilton
· Linda Britton new treasurer
· Retreat planned for non-indigenous folks in September
· TUCC presenting at Spring Meeting expanding ministry to ARW


E) Liaison Resource Update:  Jim Drummond
Liaison spreadsheet (see SharePoint).  Liaisons needed (April 2026).xlsx

· Remove Glenwood UC, George Bozanich
· Add Mount Brydes, Kerry Stover

MOTION:  Moved by Louise Hall, seconded by Jim Drummond That the list of liaisons be approved as presented with new liaisons being appointed.

CARRIED 

F) Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol Cottrell

· Just came back from Towards2035 conference nationally in Toronto
· Looking into key areas of work
· Take away was looking at different models of ministry ie: shared ministry, ecumenical shared ministry, supporting sustainability for smaller churches and the large need for churches to work together
· Liaison training is all online now at CHURCHx, waiting for login details

G) Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell
Consent docket (see SharePoint)

 Consent Docket for ARW HR Commission   
Date:  April 14, 2026 
  
Approval of Position Descriptions:   
 
That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for a Minister including Supervised Ministry Education, PT, 20 hrs/week for  
Dunwich Pastoral Charge pending removal of “valid driver’s license and access to a vehicle.” 
 
That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the updated position description for a minister, FT for Mount Brydges Pastoral Charge. 

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for a Candidate: Supervised Ministry Education for Belmont Harrietville-Mossley Pastoral Charge, PT, 30 hrs/week.  
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for ministry personnel for Belmont Harrietsville-Mossley Pastoral Charge, PT 30 hrs/week.   
 
Appointment of Liaisons:   
List of appointments as Liaisons and open positions  
   
Approval of renewal of appointment:   
That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of London: Metropolitan Pastoral Charge to renew the appointment with J.W. David McMaster, OM-R, from 2026-05-01 to 2026-07-03 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-03-26.   
 
END CONSENT DOCKET………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 
MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn seconded by Larry Schneider That the Pastoral Relations Commission of the Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the Consent Docket of April 14, 2026 be approved with amendments.

CARRIED

H) Items Outside of Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell

· Ordered Supply information
· Camlachie United Church, Rev. Jon Forbes (ordered Supply)

I) Summary Report to Executive:

· Discussed Ordered Supply
· Approved regular business
· LLWL has 25 registrants for event Saturday April 18th
· Four LLWL’s will be put forward for the Spring Meeting   
  
J) Upcoming Covenanting Services:
· Port Lambton - May 31st, Melville United Church – May 3rd and South-West London - April 26th


Next Meeting:   May 12, 2026, 9am via ZOOM

Chair: Mary Anne Silverthorn
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:  Norm MacPherson
 
Closing Prayer:  Melodee Lovering
   
Adjournment:
  
Chair:  Having concluded its business; it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
    
Meeting adjourned.

