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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Antler River Watershed Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
MINUTES:  May 12, 2026
 9:00 AM  via Zoom
  
Roster: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Tracy Wygiera (L)
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca
Rev. Laurie Stevenson, Minister – Pastoral Relations, lstevenson@united-church.ca
Michele Petick, Communications and Administrative Assistant  MPetick@united-church.ca
Present: 	Kerry Stover (OM, Chair), Paul Browning (OM), Jim Drummond (L), Louise Hall (L), Melodee Lovering (DLM), Norm MacPherson (L), Martin Mwale (OM), Larry Schneider (OM), Mary Anne Silverthorn (L), Carol Ferguson (OM), Tracy Wygiera (L), Micol Cottrell, Minister Pastoral Relations, Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant
                                          	
Regrets:  	None	

Absent:   	None
 
Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land: Kerry Stover
    
Opening Worship:  Norm MacPherson – Psalm 91, Chicken Soup for the Soul

Opening Motions:  
 
Approval of Corresponding Members:
 
Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions? 
 
MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded by Jim Drummond That, having reviewed the agenda for May 12, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve it as circulated or amended.

CARRIED
 
Approval of Previous Minutes: April 14, 2026 as circulated or amended.  

MOTION: Moved by Larry Schneider, seconded by Norm MacPherson, That, having reviewed the Minutes of April 14, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council, approve them as circulated.

CARRIED

1. Business Arising:    
· Email motion of April 28, 2026: extension of Rev. Joan Golden's appointment at Courtright Sixth Line Pastoral Charge from May 1 to October 31, 2026. 
Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded by Carol Ferguson.  Carried (unanimously)

· Meet and greet with the ARW Congregational Support Commission
· Spring or Fall gathering and where:
· Meet prior to the Spring Meeting on the morning June 26th at the Lamplighter at approximately 10am
· Karlene Kimber will organize the lunch

2. New Business:

· Dunlop-Central Pastoral Charge, Sarnia.

MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded by Louise Hall to move the Antler River Watershed Pastoral Relations Commission meeting move into camera session.

CARRIED

IN CAMERA

MOTION: Moved by Mary Anne Silverthorn, seconded Jim Drummond by to move the Antler River Watershed Pastoral Relations Commission meeting move into open session at 10:01am.

CARRIED

OPEN SESSION

MOTION: Moved by Tracy Wygiera, seconded by Larry Schneider That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council receives the request for a change of pastoral relationship from Adam Kilner, OM, made during worship on February 15th, 2026, from Sarnia: Dunlop Central Pastoral Charge and tables the request until the next meeting on June 9th.

CARRIED

3. Presentation for Regional Council meeting June 26-28.
· Why do we serve? Who do we serve?
· Can record on Zoom

4. LLWL Resource Team Report:  Mary Anne Silverthorn
· April Day Away was excellent. Twenty-four attendees.
· Will not meet again until September
· Four LLWL’s will be honoured at the Spring Meeting roughly at 11am on Sunday June 28th 

5. Executive Update:  Louise Hall
· Nothing to report

6. Liaison Resource Update:  Jim Drummond
Liaison spreadsheet (see SharePoint).  Liaisons needed (May 2026).xlsx
· Ann Harbridge requested a column to be added for a date of when the liaison was approved
· Need a liaison for Dunwich United Church (possibly Cheryl Bolton)
	Bayham UC 
	 
	Mary Anne Silverthorn 

	Beachville uc, Foldens UC 
	 
	Mary Anne Silverthorn 

	Belmont UC, Harrietsville-Mossley PC 
	 
	Lynne Allin 

	Bothwell-Wabash PC 
	 
	Martin Mwale 

	Courtright Sixth Line 
	 
	Louise Hall 

	Dorchester UC 
	 
	Paul Browning 

	Dunwich  UC 
	 
	 

	Harrow UC 
	 
	Jack Lovering 

	Kettle Point UC 
	 
	Joan Golden? 

	London, Metropolitan UC 
	 
	Paul Browning 

	London, Mount Zion UC 
	 
	Kerry Stover 

	Melbourne(New) UC 
	 
	Norm MacPherson 

	Mount Bridges PC 
	 
	Kerry Stover 

	Otterville UC 
	 
	Mary Anne Silverthorn 

	Rondeau (NewScotland-Ridge) 
	 
	Barbara Robbins 

	Sarnia, St. Clair United Church 
	 
	Louise Hall 

	Tillsonburg, Avondale UC 
	 
	Mary Anne Silverthorn 

	Tupperville PC 
	 
	Louise Hall&Carol Ferguson 

	Villages United Church 
	 
	Kerry Stover 

	Walpole Island UC 
	 
	Louise Hall&Carol Ferguson 

	Watford & Wyoming Collaborative 
	 
	Norm MacPherson


Camalachie 						     Louise Hall


MOTION: Moved by Jim Drummond, seconded Paul Browning That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed approves the list of liaisons as presented with new liaisons being appointed.

CARRIED 

7. Pastoral Relations Minister Update: Micol Cottrell
· Work has been devoted to Antler River Watershed
· Took a week of continuing education – Conversations worth having by Todd McDonald, and productivity and burn-out reading
· Staff are doing a DiSC profile for an upcoming staff retreat.
· Still working on the Towards 2035 National Gathering, how do we support collaborative ministry, position descriptions, different models of collaboration and multi-point, to help support ministers how different models can help pastoral relationships, care around ministry personnel

8. Consent Docket: Micol Cottrell 
Consent docket (see SharePoint)

Consent Docket for ARW PR Commission   
Date:  May 12, 2026 

 Approval of Position Descriptions:   


That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the position description for a minister, PT, 20 hrs/week for Straffordville Pastoral Charge.      

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approves the position description for short-term supply minister, PT, 20 hrs/week for Lambeth Pastoral Charge 

Approval of Provisional appointments:   

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Ailsa Craig Pastoral Charge, to provisionally appoint Jacqui Moraal, Candidate to be ordained, PT 20 hrs/week from 2026-06-28 to 2026-12-31 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-04-15. 

That the Human Resources Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council concur with the request of Belmont, Harrietsville-Mossley Pastoral Charge to appoint Kathleen Welch, Candidate to DLM, PT, 30 hrs/week, from 2026-07-01 to 2031-06-30 according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub

END CONSENT DOCKET………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

MOTION: Moved by Larry Schneider, seconded by Martin Mwale, That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approves the Consent Docket of May 12th as amended.

CARRIED 


9. Items Outside of Consent Docket:  Micol Cottrell

· That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approves the position description for Minister, PT, 15 hrs/week for Drumbo Pastoral Charge
· Send back for more work and assign a liaison


10. Summary Report to Executive:   
· Tabled request from Adam Kilner to June meeting
· April Day Away was excellent and well attended
· Approved regular business
· Will prepare a short presentation for the Spring Meeting on how we serve and who we serve
  



Next Meeting:   June 9, 2026, 9am via ZOOM
Regrets: Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant on vacation (please record the meeting for minutes)
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:  Martin Mwale
 
Closing Prayer:  Norm MacPherson
   
Adjournment:
  
Chair:  Having concluded its business; it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council be adjourned.
    
Meeting adjourned.

