February 17th, 2026		ARW D&J 26-1
 Discipleship and Justice Commission
Antler River Watershed
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
Holding and Encouraging Communities of Faith 
Minutes
2026/02/17 10 am via Zoom
Roster:  Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt
Guest: George Bozanich
[bookmark: _Hlk122601516][bookmark: _Hlk65658822]Staff Support: 	Thérèse Samuel – Minister, Right Relations and Social Justice
John Egger – Minister, Social Justice
Laura Black – First Third Ministry Faith Formation Minister
Brenna Baker – Community of Faith Stewardship Support
		Greg Smith-Young — Growth Animator  
Krista Ford – Administration  
Present: (cross out those not in attendance) 
Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt; Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Krista Ford, Laura Black

Agenda
1. Acknowledgement of the Land/Territory  - Joshua offered land acknowledgement

2. Welcome/Opening Prayer – Tabitha opened the meeting with Prayer

3. Reminder of Equity Monitor and Pastoral Presence for our meeting(s)  - Everyone serves in this capacity.

4. Approval of Agenda for Feb 17th 2026 

MOTION by Linda Badke and Tabitha Carey that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the agenda for the Feb 17th 2026 meeting as circulated.	
MOTION							CARRIED

5. Opportunity to Declare Conflicts of Interest – none





6. Approval of Minutes from Jan 13th 2026 

MOTION by Tabitha Carey and Jim Haupt that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the minutes of the Jan 13th 2026 meeting as circulated. 
MOTION 						CARRIED
			
7. Funds available (As recorded in Events and Meetings Funds Tracking Tables below)
Events fund balance available as of January 1, 2026: $8000 
	2026 Events Budget 
	$8,000 

	Description of Event/Program 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	Deposit for Worshiplude bus
	Dec 2025
	$1856.59
	

	Final payment for worshiplude
	Feb 17th 2026
	$121.26
	3022.15

	
	
	
	

	Laura Black – Staff Budget
	
	
	$1000

	
	
	
	

	John Egger – Staff Budget
	
	
	$1000

	
	
	
	

	Therese Samuel – Staff Budget
	
	
	$1000

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	
	
	$6022.15











ARW D&J Meetings Budget for 2026
	2026 Meetings Budget 
	$2,000 

	Description of Meeting/Expense 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$2000


[bookmark: _Hlk123920459]

	2026 Ministry with Children, Youth and Young Adult Fund 
	$4500

	Description of the grant request

	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	Go Beyond March break Youth Camp – Thunder Bay
	Feb 17th 2026
	$2500
	$2000

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$2000



8. Record of Email Votes since the last meeting:
a. MOTION: Moved by Linda Badke and seconded by Joshua A. Lawrence
That the Discipleship and Justice Commission of ARW Regional Council proposes to the Executives of ARW, HF and WOW the following:
That the ARW, WOW and HF Regional Councils subsidize the Collective 2026 event registration fee by $350 for the first 100 registrants from any of the three Regional Councils.  
That the ARW, WOW and HF Regional Councils share equally the cost of the subsidized registration fee for the first 100 participants who register for Collective 2026 from ARW, WOW, or HF Regional Councils.  
That the ARW/WOW/HF Executives direct the Executive Minister and Regional Council Treasurers to pay the registration fee subsidy out of applicable grants or unrestricted reserves. 
This motion was declared passed on Feb. 8 with Lilian Patey in the chair.



9. Correspondence: 
a. PalNet request from Diane Blanchard
The Commission reviewed a request from PALnet for funding to support a workshop in March.  It was decided that since registrations fees would be collected for this event, it would be best to wait till after the event to have a more clear idea of the funding reqest needed to cover the expenses.

b. Update on the Hub/St. Paul’s Oakville 
John shared an update from some correspondence related to St Pauls Oakvill & The HUB.  Mark Laird, Executive Minister shared that the conditions that were put in place for this arrangement have been met.  

New Business – The commission jumped ahead in the agenda to allow time for a guest to join the meeting.

George Bozanich joined the meeting from the Windsor Downtown Mission and Windsor Youth center to share some background on the vital programs offered there for those in need. 

10. Business Arising:

a. Worshiplude – The motion of Nov. 4 on a downpayment for Worshiplude to reserve the bus. Now that the event has concluded the final balance is due and is being split between the three regionsl equally. 

MOTION: Moved by Lillian Patey and Jim Haupt that the Antler River Watershed Commission approve the allocation of $121.26 from the 2026 Events Budget to subsidize WORSHIPLUDE 2026.
MOTION						CARRIED

b. Big Picture—Who are we? What do we do?
There was brief discussion with the commission to get a better definition of the work done by the commission.  This will serve as helpful information for recruiting new members. 

c. Conversation how the commission might use events budget to focus on a particular area of work 
d. Conversation on how the commission might use meeting budget to enhance its work 
There wasn’t a lot of feedback on c or d above – it was decided that Joshua would send out and email request for further ideas to bring them forward to the March meeting to be discussed.
[bookmark: _Hlk218873800]
11. New Business: 
a. Conversation about Downtown Mission-Windsor – see above

b. Application to the Ministry with Children, Youth and Young Adult Fund from GO Beyond: Youth March Break Camp 

MOTION: Moved by Lillian Patey and Jim Haupt that the Antler River Watershed Commission approve the allocation of $2500 from the Ministry with Children, Youth and Young Adults Fund for GO Beyond: Youth March Break Camp.
MOTION						CARRIED

12. Staff Reports
a. John -  none
b. Therese – Provided a brief recap of uploaded report and opened the opportunity for questions.
c. UCW – none 
d. Exec - none
e. PAL network – none 
f. SJNORC –.none

13. Next Meeting: March 10, 2026 at 10 am on zoom
14. Meeting Adjourned
 
ARW Priorities 
Social Justice and Outreach-living out our Affirm mandate 
Camps/Youth 
Living into Right Relations 

	
	
	



