May 12th 2026	                                                                                                             ARW D&J 26-1
 Discipleship and Justice Commission
Antler River Watershed
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
Holding and Encouraging Communities of Faith 
Minutes
2026/05/12 10 am via Zoom 
Roster:  Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt
[bookmark: _Hlk122601516][bookmark: _Hlk65658822]Staff Support: 	Thérèse Samuel – Minister, Right Relations and Social Justice
John Egger – Minister, Social Justice
Laura Black – First Third Ministry Faith Formation Minister
Brenna Baker – Community of Faith Stewardship Support
		Greg Smith-Young — Growth Animator  
Krista Ford – Administration  
Present: (cross out those not in attendance) 
Joshua Lawrence (Co-Chair); Lilian Patey (Co-Chair); Linda Badke; Tabitha Carey; James Haupt; Doug Peck; Jim Hatt; Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Krista Ford, Laura Black

Agenda
1. Acknowledgement of the Land/Territory -Tabitha Carey provided land acknowledgedment.

2. Welcome/Opening Prayer  - Tabitha opend the meeting with prayer.

3. Guests to speak about a living museum on Palestine: 
The Commission welcomed Saaed Alfaqeeh and Maher Youssef to share about their efforts to work on a traveling living museum to share information and history of Palestine. 

4. Approval of Agenda for May 12th 2026 
MOTION by Linda Badke and Jim Hatt that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the agenda for the May 12th 2026 as circulated.	
MOTION					CARRIED

5. Opportunity to Declare Conflicts of Interest – none were named

6. Approval of Minutes from April 14th 2026
MOTION by Tabitha Carey and Linda Badke that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council approve the minutes of the April 14th 2026 meeting as circulated. 
MOTION					CARRIED
			
7. [bookmark: _Hlk123920459]Funds available – please refer to Appendix A below for charts reflecting current balances in the various funds the commission manages.

8. Record of Email Votes since the last meeting: none

9. Correspondence: none

10. Business Arising:

a. Further discussion of the Events Budget idea of supporting in principle a living history museum display/event honoring the history of Palestine. 

There was some general discussion on how the commission could support the efforts of this museum.  It was decided that the commission would earmark money out of the budget. Money will be paid out at a later time as the project continues to unfold.

MOTION by Jim Hatt and Joshua Lawrence that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Antler River Watershed Regional Council earmark $2000 from the events budget to support the emerging project of a living Palestine museum.
MOTION					CARRIED

b. Meeting Budget Discussion 

There was general discussion about how the commission might want to use this budget to further their work. One suggestion was to explore offering a workshop about video production which might help the commission put together more engaging ways to share information about their work and projects.

c. Apartheid-Free Churches – report from John

It was noted that a notice would be put in the newsletter.  John also shared the email link to the webinar that is coming up. 

d. D&J Mandate Review 

Thérèse and John provided an updated.
There was discussion about setting program priorities in Sept for the next year which would be helpful in facilitating grant applications

11. [bookmark: _Hlk218873800]New Business: 
a. Mission and Service Grants 2027 cycle 

John provided an update that the applications will open the middle of June.  He asked the commission for feedback on priorities, the form and putting limites on the amount of space to answer questions.
He also inquired if the commission felt that an AI summary of the completed applications would be helpful in decision making. 

12. Staff Reports
a. Laura – No report
b. John – no report
c. Therese 
Therese reminded the commission of the Pride Window Clings they have and to think about ways to use them. 
She also updated that people can apply to attend the Woodland Institute trip that is being planned. Decisions on transportation will be determined by the number of people and locations of the applicants.
d. UCW  - no representative 
e. Executive
Linda shared that the Executive hasn’t met since the last meeting and the next meeting is tomorrow so there is no report.
f. PAL network  - there is no formal report, discussion had been earlier in the meeting.

g. SJNORC – April 16, 2026 meeting 

Tabitha gave a brief report and noted that not all regions have the same structure as us and not all regions have commissions like ours to do the work.  

13. Next Meeting: June 9th 10 am

Meeting Adjourned 

ARW Priorities
Social Justice and Outreach-living out our Affirm mandate 
Camps/Youth 
Living into Right Relations 









Appendix A

Events fund balance available as of January 1, 2026: $8000 
	2026 Events Budget 
	$8,000 

	Description of Event/Program 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	Deposit for Worshiplude bus
	Dec 2025
	$1856.59
	$6143.41

	Final payment for worshiplude
	Feb 17th 2026
	$121.26
	6022.15

	SJNORC payment
	March 10th 2026
	$1000
	$5022.15

	Woodlands Cultural Center Educational event
	April 14th 2026
	($1500)  in principal
	$3522.15

	Palestine Living History Museum
	May 12th 2026
	($2000) earmarked
	$1522.15

	Laura Black – Staff Budget 
	
	$1000
	

	
	
	
	

	John Egger – Staff Budget
	
	$1000
			

	Jeff Carolin Honorarium for  PALnet workshop
	March 12 2026
	$182.68
	$817.32

	
	
	
	

	Therese Samuel – Staff Budget 
	
	$1000
	

	Karen Orlandi Honorarium
	March 2026
	$90
	$910

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$1522.15*



*the total remaining does not reflect the $1000 descrionary funds set aside for the staff to use without bringing a motion to the commission.  Those amounts are set aside in theory but can still be used by the commission for events.

ARW D&J Meetings Budget for 2026
	2026 Meetings Budget 
	$2,000 

	Description of Meeting/Expense 
	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$2000



	2026 Ministry with Youth and Young Adult Fund 
	$4500

	Description of the grant request

	Date 
	Amount 
	Remaining 

	Go Beyond March break Youth Camp – Thunder Bay
	Feb 17th 2026
	$2500
	$2000

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REMAINING: 
	$2000





	Institute for Specalized Ministry Fund
	$6700

	Description of the Grant Request
	Date
	Amount
	Remaining 


	Camp Kee Mo Kee – Camp leadership training
	April 14th 2026
	$1600
	$5100

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Remaining
	$5100



	
	
	



