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Antler River Watershed Regional Council

and

Horseshoe Falls Regional Council

of The United Church of Canada

Spring 2026 Meeting

The meeting of Antler River Watershed and Horseshoe Falls Regional Councils was called to order on Friday, June 26th, 2026 at the Lamplighter Inn, 591 Wellington Street, London, ON, with approximately 200 participants in attendance in person and 80 participants joining via Zoom.
Meeting Session: Friday, June 26th 
1:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Presidents Richard Auckland and Sula Kosacky opened the meeting with introductions. President Richard gave a land acknowledgement on behalf of both Regional Councils. Together, both Presidents introduced some of meeting leadership – including Chaplains and Equity Support. 
Equity Support Team Members Charmain Bailey and Tessica Hackshaw introduced the BRAVE and Affirming Statements. 
The Court then entered a time of worship, led by Gabrielle Heidinger and Greg Simpson. 
Members of the Regional Council, along with Staff, covenanted with new Regional Council Staff members Laurie Stevenson (Minister of Pastoral Support) and Laura Black (Minister of First Third Ministry, Faith Formation). Both shared personal tokens that reflected their ministry and positions. 
Pam Wilcox invited both in person and online attendees into a time of Community Building. 

Commission Chairs then had the opportunity to do presentations about their commission’s work, reflecting on the question “Why Do You Serve?”
Tanya Cameron introduced the applicants participating in the Celebration of Ministry Service: Tabitha Carey, Jacqui Moraal, Caitlin Mackenzie, and Janice Pow, applicants for ordination; Lauri Ladd, an applicant for commissioning; and Kathleen Welch, an applicant for recognition as a Designated Lay Minister.
The Court then took a short break 

Candidate introductions continued 

Daniel Reed from the Toronto United Church Council (TUCC) gave a brief presentation, sharing with the Court some resources that are available for communities of faith through their organization. 

Moderator The Right Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath addressed the Court as the guest speaker, offering words of welcome, encouragement, and gratitude. She reflected on the importance of the ministry shared by those gathered and expressed appreciation for their commitment and service.
Glenn Waterman of the United Church of Canada Foundation gave a brief presentation, sharing information about the Foundation's ministry and the opportunities it provides to support the mission and future of the church through charitable giving.
Carmen Lansdowne, representing Emmanuel College, addressed the Court, sharing greetings and highlighting the College's ongoing work in theological education and ministry formation.
The Court then braked for dinner. 
To conclude the evening, the Court separated amongst several workshops, offered in person and some available online, for further learnings and engagement. 
Session concluded at 8 p.m. 

Meeting Session: Saturday, June 27th, 2026
9:00 a.m. –  9:00 p.m. 
The Saturday session was opened by President Sula, with Greg Simpson and Gabrielle Heidinger leading worship. 
Moderator Rev. Kimberly Heath returned to address the Court, offering further reflections and words of encouragement to those gathered.
Glenn Waterman of the United Church of Canada Foundation returned to address the Court, providing further information about Foundation funding opportunities. He also recognized Mission and Service grant recipients, including the London Community Chaplaincy and Silver Spire United Church.
The Court then divided for their individual Regional Councils for their separate meetings. 

The meeting then paused for a lunch break. 
The Regional Councils gathered at the Lamplighter Inn, 591 Wellington Street, London, ON, for a Celebration of Ministry Service, honouring Tabitha Carey, Caitlin Mackenzie, Lauri Ladd, Jacqui Moraal, and Kathleen Welch.
During the Celebration of Ministry Service, Kathleen Welch was recognized as a Designated Lay Minister, Lauri Ladd was commissioned to the ministry of Diaconal Ministry - Education, Service and Pastoral Care, and Tabitha Carey, Jacqui Moraal, Caitlin Mackenzie, and Janice Pow were ordained to the ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 
The court then recessed for dinner. 
The Court celebrated the ministries of retirees and jubilands, offering gratitude for their years of faithful service. The following retirees were recognized:

Carolyn Smith, OM

Wanda Winfield, OM

Mark Perry, OM

Keith Hagerman, OM

Catherine Collins-Barker

Joanne Hedge, OM

Phillip Gardner, OM

Paul Miller, OM

Jefferey Chalmers, OM

Larry Schneider, OM 

The Court recognized the life cycle changes of Communities of Faith throughout the Regions, offering prayers of thanksgiving, support, and hope for each stage of their journey. 
Disbandments:

· Essex United Church, March 4 2026

· Innerkip United Church, May 6 2026

Amalgamations: 

· Charing Cross and Wesley United Church - March 29 2026

· Merlin UC and Fletcher UC - April 1,  2026

· Freelton Stabane and Rockton – May 31, 2026
Collaborative Agreements: 

· Linden Park and Binbrook UC -  January 1, 2026

· St Paul’s Hamilton and Emmanuel Hamilton - March 1 2026
· St. John’s United Church & St. Andrew’s United Church (Georgetown) - January 1, 2026-June 30, 2026
· Charing Cross Pastoral Charge, Comber Pastoral Charge and Merlin-Fletcher - May 6, 2026.

The Court remembered and honoured those who have died since the last Annual Meeting, giving thanks for their lives, faith, and ministry.
· The Very Rev. Robert F. Smith, OM
· Rev. Jeff Learmonth, OM

· Janeen Auld

· Rev. Roberta Pocklington, DM

· Rev. Cannon Laverne Jacobs, OM

· Rev. John Ross Routliffe, OM

· Richard Dalton, LLWL
· Dr. Ross Judd

· Rev. Ian Kirby-Smith, OM

· Rev. Anna Chen, OM 

President Sula Kosacky led the Court in prayer, giving thanks for the lives and ministries of those who have died.
Executive Minister Mark introduced the ecumenical guest, The Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel, Conference Minister for Michigan Conference from the United Church of Christ. Rev. Daniel addressed the Court, sharing reflections on faith, ministry, and the importance of ecumenical relationships.
Pam Wilcox conducted another community building exercise with those in person and online. 
Session ended at 9 p.m. 
Meeting Session: Sunday, June 28th, 2026
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
The Saturday session was opened by President Richard Auckland, with a message from the Equity Support Team and Greg Simpson and Gabrielle Heidinger leading worship. 

Laura Black, Seann Laforet, Chris Lindsay and the youth shared highlights of their activities throughout the weekend and led the Court in a song incorporating American Sign Language (ASL).

Moderator Rev. Kimberly Heath returned to address the Court, offering further reflections and encouragement.
The Presidents gave thanks to special guests, meeting leadership, Lamplighter staff, RC staff and all who participated. 
The Court took a 15-minute break.
The plenary session concluded, and the Regional Councils adjourned to their respective meetings to conduct their remaining business and close their Annual Meetings separately.
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